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WINTER SPORT UPDATES    
Wrestling – Winning Ways Continue
Following their third consecutive section title, Raider Wrestling 
entered the WPIAL Team Championships as the second seed 
and held true to form, coming home with the runner-up trophy 

following a come-from-behind win over Canon-Mac in the 
semi-finals and a tough 33-30 loss in the finals to Waynesburg. 
With their runner-up place secured, Seneca Valley advanced to 
the PIAA Team Championships coming out of the tournament with 
a 3-2 record. Following an opening round 34-29 win over State 
College the Raiders were defeated by the eventual state champion 
Nazareth. Falling into the consolation bracket, SV defeated 
Central Dauphin (37-28) and Spring Ford (34-27) before falling to 
Bethlehem Catholic (33-31.) Their 3-2 record in the state bracket 
placed Seneca Valley in the top-6 of PIAA AAA teams.

The Raiders began their individual championships segment of 
their schedule at sectional qualifiers held at Fox Chapel High 
School on Feb. 22. At the conclusion of the night, Seneca Valley 

Swimming and Diving
The WPIAL Diving championships were held at North Allegheny 
on February 22, 2020 and all four Raider girls’ entries finished 
in the top-12. Congratulations to Mackenzie Clark for her fourth 
place finish and automatic qualifier to the PIAA championships 
in mid-March.  Other Raider finishes were Ashley Felitsky (10th), 
Meghan Keppler (11th) and Rylie Smith (12th.)

On the boys’ side, Seneca Valley has two automatic qualifiers for 
PIAA state championships in WPIAL runner-up Trevor Elliott and 
fifth-place finisher Matthew Laslavic – both are only juniors!

Freshman Jeremiah Laslavic and sophomore Sam Skeen finished 
15th and 16th, respectively. 

Raider swimming and diving teams completed their regular 
seasons with identical 12-1 records and section runner-up. They 
now turn their attention to the WPIAL Championships (Feb. 
27 – 28, 2020) and the PIAA Championships held on the campus 
of Bucknell University March 11-12, 2020.  

qualified 12 wrestlers for WPIALs out of 14 weight classes, 
including three section champions at 106 lbs. (Tyler Chappell), 
120 lbs. (Dylan Chappell) and 132 lbs. (Alejandro Herrera-
Rondon). Others qualifying include:  Hunter Swedish (2nd, 113 
lbs.), Chanz Shearer (2nd, 138 lbs.) Antonio Amelio (2nd, 145 
lbs.), Drew Vlasnik (3rd, 152 lbs.), Liam Volk-Klos (2nd, 170 lbs.), 
Patrick Johnson (5th, 182 lbs.), Caden Leighty (4th, 195 lbs.), Nick 
Funovits (5th, 220 lbs.) and Davin Beahm (4th, 285 lbs.)  

Finally, Head Coach Kevin Wildrick was recognized as Section 
Head Coach for the second consecutive year. Congratulations to 
an outstanding season and we look forward to watching these 
athletes advance through the WPIAL and PIAA championship 
brackets. The March 2020 issue will feature a recap of WPIAL 
and PIAA individual tournaments.
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Girls Basketball
Raider girls’ basketball finished the regular season in third place 
for Section 1 with an overall record of 15-7 and a section mark 
of 9-5.  Seneca Valley was seeded 3rd out of their section in the 
WPIAL 6A playoff bracket and squared off against the other 
section’s second seed Mount Lebanon on February 21, 2020. In 

one of the more entertaining and tightly contested first round 
match-ups the Raiders led the Blue Devils 23-18 at the half 
behind Maddie Karchut’s 14 points. The pressure applied by 
Mt. Lebanon wore down the Raiders in the second half and SV 
eventually fell to the Blue Devils, 54-40.  It was a tremendous 
effort on the part of Seneca Valley and a fabulous final game in 
a Raider uniform by senior Maddie Karchut who finished with a 
game-high 26 points. 

All-Conference Selections Announced 
in Basketball
The Big 56 Conference recently announced 
its basketball honorees and the Raiders 
were well represented.  The following 
Seneca Valley student-athletes were 
recognized for their excellence on the 
hardcourt this past season.

 

SENECA VALLEY RAIDERS   
Athletes of the Month, January 2020
The Female Athlete of the 
Month was sophomore 
basketball forward Olivia 
West. Olivia played a key role 
in assisting the Raider girls’ 
basketball team to an 8-3 
record during the month of 
January. Olivia averaged 11.4 
points and 8.5 rebounds per 
game while scoring 72% of 
her points in the paint. She 
was dominant on the glass as 
she pulled down 41 offensive 
rebounds and scored 32 
second chance points. The 
Raiders finished the regular 
season with an overall record 
of 15-7 and section record of 
9-5. Olivia played a vital role in leading her team into the WPIAL 
Class 6A playoffs where the Raiders faced off against the Mt. 
Lebanon Blue Devils in the quarterfinals. For an outstanding 
month, we recognize Olivia as the January Athlete of the Month. 
Congratulations Olivia!

The Male Athlete of the 
Month was junior wrestler 
Dylan Chappell. Dylan had 
an individual record of 15-0 
during the month of January 
including six pins. Dylan 
was a key part in helping 
the Raiders win a WPIAL 
section title while finishing 
runner-up in the WPIAL AAA 
Team Championships. In the 
WPIAL team tournament, 
Dylan faced off with Franklin 
Regional’s Carter Dibert and 
won by decision 8-5. Chappell 
defeated Dibert in last year’s 
WPIAL individual final but fell 
to Dibert a few weeks later in the PIAA state final. Dylan finished 
in 1st place in the 120-pound weight class at the Brooke Classic 
in West Virginia for the third consecutive year. Currently, Dylan 
has an overall season record of 41-4 and career record of 120-22. 
For an outstanding month, we recognize Dylan as the January 
Athlete of the Month. The Bucknell University recruit will now 
prepare his quest for another WPIAL and PIAA medal. Good 
luck, Dylan! 

BOYS BASKETBALL
1st Team – Mason Bush (pictured right)
2nd Team – Cole Brooks 
Honorable Mention – Connor Lyczek

GIRLS BASKETBALL
1st Team – Maddie Karchut (pictured right)
2nd Team – Jaden Davinsizer




