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‘WE REALLY DO NEED YOUR HELP!’  
Recently, there has been plenty of discussion on 
the state of high school officiating with a primary 
emphasis on the quality. As athletic directors our focal 
point is not on quality, rather quantity. The recent 
publicity on the decline of officiating numbers is not 
a misrepresentation. We truly are approaching a point of crisis. 
Games are in jeopardy of being cancelled or officiated with one less 
official. For example, it will be common occurrence next year to 
have soccer games officiated by two individuals or football games 
with five-person crews. Research is showing us the number one 
reason for the decline in numbers is the verbal and, sadly, sometimes 
physical abuse officials are subjected to on a daily/nightly basis. I can 
assure you these folks put on the stripes for the love the game and 
their benevolent nature to help as they surely are not making much 
money. It is here where #RaiderNation comes into play. There are 
two distinct ways to help this situation. First, we must all embrace 
those who wear the stripes and be grateful they are here. While 
they may not be perfect in their calls, they are willing to put on the 
jersey and subject themselves to what will surely be 90 minutes 
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of continual uproar each time they blow their whistle. Let’s be a 
community that actually creates a positive sporting atmosphere for 
players, coaches, visiting fans AND our officials. Should you have 
the need to yell when you feel a call is miss, how about yelling “Go 
Raiders?” – a message to support our student-athletes and leave 
the officiating alone. Secondly and, perhaps, more importantly give 
serious consideration to becoming a PIAA official. We have so many 
in the stands who vocalize their obvious rules awareness. Why not 
put that knowledge to good use and join the stripes. How you ask? 
Quite simple: visit the following link and the steps will be outlined. 
http://www.piaa.org/officials/default.aspx?top

We need you – we need you at the middle school/junior high 
levels…we need you at the JV/varsity levels. As a former NCAA 
Division I official, I can tell you first-hand the experience was 
almost as rewarding as a 25-year coaching career. It fulfilled a 
competitive niche in my life once I retired from the sidelines. It 
provided me the opportunity to challenge myself to be the best I 
could be…to call a game where the outcome was never decided by 
my (right or wrong) call. You may just be surprised at how much 
you actually enjoy the game and the experience. 

FALL SPORTS UPDATES  
Cross Country: The boys and girls cross-
country teams travelled to Cal-U on Oct. 
24 for the WPIAL championships and came 
home with medals, a trophy and both teams 
qualifying for the PIAA State Championships 
on Nov. 2. In the girls’ race, Seneca Valley – the Section 3 champions 
– came in second to bring home the runner-up trophy. Juniors Dylan 
Kirchner (9th), Gabby Kutchma (10th) and Bailey Royhab (16th) 
finished in the top-20. Not too far behind in 25th and 29th place 
were sophomore Karsyn Spears and senior Lizzy White. Rounding 
out our top-seven were freshmen Grace Graner and Abby Kreber, 
finishing 53rd and 59th, respectively. It truly was an aspiring team 
performance!

The boys’ race provided plenty of excitement 
and unsuspecting joy when the Raiders upset 
most of the field to claim the third and final 
team qualifier spot for PIAA’s. Sophomore Noah 
Petersen’s eighth place finish got the Raiders going and the rest of 
the pack followed in close succession: freshman Eli Dewitt (26th), 
senior Mateo Murra (37th), senior Adam Owori (44th) and junior 
Sebastian Wary (47th). Senior Tyler Mill (52nd) and junior Justin 
Domencic (62nd) rounded out the Raiders top-seven performers. 
Congratulations to both teams on a great showing at WPIAL’s and 
good luck in the upcoming state championships on Nov. 2.

Football: At the time of this writing the Raiders won against the 
Norwin Knights in their final regular season contest prior to the 
start of the WPIAL playoffs on Nov. 1. Seneca Valley is assured of a 
second straight playoff appearance and will enter the bracket as the 
fifth seed. Their first round opponent was announced on Oct. 28, 
and a final season recap will be provided in November.

Boys Soccer: Once again Raider boys soccer 
has not disappointed this season, capturing 
a second consecutive section title and 
sixth in the past eight years. Seneca Valley 
finished the regular season 13-3-1 and, following a first round bye 
in the WPIAL playoffs, defeated Norwin 3-2 in the quarterfinals. 
Raiders are set to square off against Mt. Lebanon, seeking a return 
appearance in the WPIAL finals at Highmark Stadium.

Girls Soccer: The defending WPIAL champions 
have put themselves in title contention again, 
finishing as section runner-up and winning 
their first two WPIAL playoff games defeating 
Canon-Mac (2-1) and Moon Township (1-0.) 
The Raiders finished the regular season 11-3-2 
and have advanced to the WPIAL semifinals to face Norwin for the 
right to advance to the championship game at Highmark Stadium.

Girls’ Volleyball: Raider girls’ volleyball has 
returned to the WPIAL playoffs following a 
regular season section record of 6-6, good 
enough for a fourth place finish in the section. 
The girls, seeded ninth, opened the playoff 
season on the road at eighth-seed Norwin and 
came home with a decisive 3-0 victory. The team faced off against 
top-seeded North Allegheny on Oct. 28. A final season recap will be 
provided in November. 

SPECIAL EVENT DATES FOR RAIDER ATHLETICS
Special event dates for the winter season include:
• Nov. 6, 2019: Deadline for winter sport paperwork; all papers 

due in athletic office
• Nov. 18, 2019: First official date of winter sport tryouts 




