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 Grade Honors English Pre-requisite Reading Assignment 

As part of the Seneca Valley School District’s continuing efforts to strengthen and reinforce curricular 

objectives, a pre-requisite reading assignment is required for students entering Honors English 9.  This program 

has been implemented at the Grade 7 level and will continue through high school as a criterion for 

Advanced/Honors English placement.  Although this is a requirement for Honors English, we hope that you 

enjoy your summer reading. 

Grade 9 Required Novel 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

“Harper Lee’s coming-of-age tale, To Kill a Mockingbird, is set in the Deep South, and is a searing portrayal of 

race and prejudice told through the eyes of a little girl.  Filled with atmospheric evocations of life in the 1930s 

and a moral and caring sensibility, To Kill a Mockingbird is both a brilliant rendering of a specific time and 

place as well as a universal tale of how understanding can triumph over old and evil mindsets.  Most of all, To 

Kill a Mockingbird is a modern-day morality tale of how prejudice must be met, fought and overcome—no 

matter where it is present or how difficult that task might seem.” 

- Classic Literature (About.com) 

 

Novel Consideration Activity 

 
In the scope of the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, numerous public service 

announcement themes are vivid. While reading the classic, begin to formulate an 

opinion on these focus areas, as well as discern others to bring to forum at the onset of 

the 2017-2018 school year. 

 Please note: While formulating an opinion, the process is strictly cognitive; you will 

NOT submit a written assignment at the start of the school year; however, feel free 

to be good writers of reading and take notes on each of the focus areas below for 

yourself to help you create clear and logical discussion in class.  

Begin with the notion that… 

(Miss Maudie to Scout) “ 'Your father's right,' she said. 'Mockingbirds don't do one thing  

but make music for us to enjoy. They don't eat up people's gardens, don't nest in  

    corncribs, they don't do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That's why it's a sin to  

    kill a mockingbird.'" 

 

 If your mouth is open, you are not listening…you are not learning. 

 If it does not affect me, it does not exist. 

 A person is built like a train, a multitude of connections and ideas are tied by beliefs, making it necessary to forge 

personal ideas or ideals, or else one will derail. 

 No one is you…and that’s your superpower. 

 Innocence is ignorance…don’t grow up to be a child. 

 Does success come at the expense of those who have been trampled below? 

 What would you rather have your daughter be…inspiration or decoration? 

 If hypocrisy is permitted to thrive, who can be trusted? 
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