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BUMPER CROP 
ECE student donates homegrown pumpkins

Drake Smith, an Evans City Elementary third grader, literally planted the seeds for a 
class project.

Drake spent this past summer growing pumpkins. During the hottest months of the 
year, we understand he carried buckets of water and kept the field in top-notch growing 
condition. His hard work paid off and this fall he yielded over 100 pumpkins! 

Drake recently donated 25 of his prized pumpkins to ensure his classroom friends all got 
one for the fall season. 

“It was an exciting day in Room 35,” exclaimed Ms. Rebecca Whitney, his teacher. “The 
kids were elated to come back from special to see all the pumpkins!” Ms. Whitney went on 
to explain that the class painted the pumpkins to represent different book characters. See 
page 2 for their creative masterpieces. 
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Nov. 2 – School Board Meeting, Work Session, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 9 – School Board Meeting, Regular Session, 7 p.m.; 
Report Card Release 

Nov. 13 – SVAOC End of First Trimester, Grades K-6

Nov. 18 – End of First Trimester, Grades K-6

Nov. 25-30 – Thanksgiving Break, No School 

For more dates, visit:  
www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

DATES TO REMEMBER 

SV STUDENTS CHOOSE 2020 HOMECOMING COURT 
Seneca Valley’s Homecoming may not have looked the same as it has in year’s past, 
however, that did not stop the senior class from choosing 20 of their peers to represent the 
2020-21 SV Homecoming Court. For more, see page 4. 
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 SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

http://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
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7 SV SENIORS NAMED COMMENDED STUDENTS IN 2021 NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  
Seneca Valley Seniors Ty Brinkley, Vincent Horvath, 
Jacklyn Ko, Katie Monahan, Kaitlyn Moore, Ashleigh 
Patterson and Brenna Wrubel have been named 
Commended Students in the 2021 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

A Letter of Commendation from the school and 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), 
which conducts the program, will be presented 
by the principal to these scholastically talented 
seniors. 

“Those being named Commended Students have 
demonstrated outstanding potential for academic 
success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC. 
“These students represent a valuable national 
resource; recognizing their accomplishments, 
as well as the key role their schools play in their 
academic development, is vital to the advancement 
of educational excellence in our nation. We hope 
that this recognition will help broaden their 
educational opportunities and encourage them as 
they continue their pursuit of academic success.”

These scholastically talented seniors are seven of 
about 34,000 Commended Students throughout 
the nation are being recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they will not 
continue in the 2021 competition for National Merit 
Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed 
among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 
million students who entered the 2021 competition 
by taking the 2019 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®).

Seneca Valley Senior High School Principal Bob 
Ceh added, “Our student body has a tremendous 
amount of talent and success within it and through 
the results of our PSAT test, these seven students 
represent the talent and success of our academic 
programs. We are very proud of all of them and 
are excited for their current achievement as well as 
their future potential.” 

Brenna Wrubel

Jacklyn Ko

Kaitlyn MooreKatie Monahan

Ty Brinkley Vincent Horvath

Ashleigh Patterson

BUMPER CROP ECE student donates homegrown pumpkins continued from page 1
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In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness month, Seneca Valley 
participated in various activities to encourage early detection and 
highlight District survivors as well as honor those who have passed.

Some activities included pink pride days to support our staff, students, 
families and friends who have been affected by breast cancer, 
delivering pink mums and resource fliers to each school office and 
changing the color of our logos to pink for the month of October. 

Finally, we highlighted Seneca Valley Central Office Secretary Anna 
Capone and her personal journey of breast cancer - in the “Staff of SV” 
feature for this month. Read more here. 

THINK PINK 

https://www.svsd.net/Page/15847
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SV STUDENTS CHOOSE 2020 
HOMECOMING COURT 
(continued from page 1) 

Senior girls on the court include Megan Bablak, Lauren Bedell, Anne 
Castagnero, Jaden Davinsizer, Maddalyn Dimichele, Alyssa Dunning, 
Jordan Henne, Simren Jayaraman, Cecelia Restauri and Lauren 
Zaras. Senior boys on the court are Zaire Agrate, Antonio Amelio, 
Ethan Baer, Luke D’Ambrosio, Trevor Elliott, Aiden Kutchma, Parker 
Logue, William Scabilloni, Ethan West and Preston Zaras. 

Jaden Davinsizer was crowned queen and William Scabilloni 
king during Seneca Valley’s Homecoming pregame festivities on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 at NexTier Stadium.

Jaden is the daughter of Lisa and Steve Davinsizer of 
Lancaster Township.

William is the son of John and Pam Scabilloni of Seven 
Fields Borough.

The homecoming football game at NexTier Stadium on Saturday 
afternoon went into overtime, but the Raiders came out with the 
win against Baldwin, 19-16. 

NEWS AND EVENTS

Jaden Davinsizer William Scabilloni

Megan Bablak Lauren Bedell Anne Castagnero

Maddalyn Dimichele Alyssa Dunning Jordan Henne Simren Jayaraman

Cecelia Restauri Lauren Zaras

Zaire Agrate Antonio Amelio Ethan Baer

Luke D’Ambrosio Trevor Elliott

Parker Logue Ethan West Preston ZarasAiden Kutchma

*Individual homecoming photos were taken outdoors while physically distanced from other students and photographer. Photo credit: EDI Imaging
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THANK YOU 

NEWS AND EVENTS

October is National Principals Month. It’s a time 
to recognize our principals and remember how 
important their work is in every school and with 
every student.

Through their vision, dedication, and determination, 
principals provide the mobilizing force for achieving 
student success.

Click here to watch a special video honoring  
our principals.

Special thanks to Teacher Mr. Dan McKosky for his 
assistance with this project. 

*Photos used were taken prior to social distancing

https://youtu.be/6oxBUQNP6Eo
https://youtu.be/6oxBUQNP6Eo
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FIVE-ALARM CHARM 
Sound the alarm for cuteness! 

During National Fire Safety Week (Oct. 5-9), Miss Schultz’s cyber 
kindergarteners learned all about fire fighters and fire safety tips. 

Students created a fire safety plan for their home, found fire alarms 
around their house and even took a virtual field trip to a fire station. 

As a fun end to the week, the children created firetruck artwork. 

Check out some of their incredible designs below! 

KINDNESS COUNTS 
We love seeing kindness demonstrated by our students whether 
in school or out. These young men stopped by Senior High School 
Teacher Kathy Mahony’s home in Zelienople and offered to rake up her 
leaves. They didn’t leave their names, but they did make Ms. Mahony’s 
day. “They were very sweet boys,” she shared. Seneca Valley Teachers 
are encouraged to participate in the Seneca Valley Foundation’s 
Kindness Challenge – see page 14. 

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP 
What happens when the Harmony Fire District can’t visit students for 
Fire Prevention Week due to the pandemic? The teachers visit the fire 
station and create a virtual field trip!

During their visit, CVE kindergarten teachers Ms. Priya Rupik, Ms. 
Bobbi Lyn Cooper and Ms. Jamie Allen, created a video to share with 
students touring rescue and ladder trucks, trying on firefighter gear 
and reviewing fire safety tips.

Pictured here, left to right, Ms. Rupik, Ms. Cooper, Ms. Allen, and 
firefighter Mr. Rob Reeb.

The CVE kindergarten classes make a donation to the fire department 
every year. This year was no exception and the CVE kindergarten staff 
presented $475 to the Harmony Fire District.

We thank the Harmony Fire District for their continued partnership 
since the 1960s in teaching students about fires and fire safety. 
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BOOK LAUNCH
Many writers get stuck on the first draft, 
and very few actually get published. Seneca 
Valley student Rishika Raman already wrote 
and published her first book – and she is only 
10 years old.

Miss Raman, a current fifth grader at Evans 
City Middle School, wrote and published 
“Sonia’s Journal: A Stream of Thoughts.”

According to Amazon.com, Sonia is a sassy 
13-year-old full of spunk. With her two sisters, 
Sonia has all kinds of adventures including 
secret vacations, hair-terror, zany pranks, 
backup boyfriends, and so much more! Her 
year-long journal is a wacky, breezy trip into 
the world of a young girl and her stream 
of thoughts.

“I believe we all enjoy stories and was really 
excited when it went from an idea to actually 
finishing and publishing a book,” stated 
Miss Raman. “I have written a second book 
and part of a third in the same series about 
‘Sonia’s Journal’ – I hope to publish them, as 
well, soon.”

She recently read her book to Ms. Sarah 
Smelscer’s (Rishika’s former teacher) fourth 
grade class virtually via Microsoft TEAMS.

“Rishika is such an inspiring, hard-working 
and imaginative student,” exclaimed her 
former Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 
School teacher Ms. Smelscer. “I couldn’t 
be prouder of Rishika and her amazing 
accomplishment. She talked about publishing 
her book all year in fourth grade, and I 
couldn’t be happier for her to have reached 
her goal! I have no doubt Rishika will continue 
to do great things.”

Her book can be found at on Amazon 
at https://www.amazon.com/SONIAS-
JOURNAL-Rishika-Indira-Raman/dp/
B08KQSVZY7/.

In addition to writing, Miss Raman loves 
to cook and bake, and she is the birthday 
event planner in her family! We asked her 
some other questions about her book. Read 
more below:

Q:  What made you decide to write a book?
A: I wrote this book because I love writing and 

coming up with characters. Once I started to 
write, the story and ideas just kept coming! I 
only shared the draft with my parents when 
it was finished, so they were really surprised 
(and amazed!) with the full story. I think a 
child can best represent their own thoughts 
– better than a grown up representing what 
they think make up a child’s thoughts!

Q: How did you come up with the idea of the 
character of Sonia and writing a book about 
her thoughts in her journal?
A: I came up with Sonia’s character as a 
composite of traits of some people I know 
and things I made up myself. I like writing in 
first person, so I decided to write about her 
thoughts from her perspective. I wanted it 
to be a representation of everyday thoughts 
and happenings and not a fantastic magical 
tale. Real life can be fun too – as you will read 
in her journal. I am an Indian American, but 
her story is the story of any young kid, really 
anywhere in the world coping with school, 
friends, family and everything in between.

Q:  When did you start writing this book? 
How long did it take you to finish writing it?
A: I started writing in January 2020 and 
finished in late March 2020. Since I know how 
to touch-type, I was able to directly create 
the manuscript.

Q: How did you go about get your 
book published?
A: My father helped me self-publish the book 
through Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing 
(KDP): https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/. 
It is available in e-Book (Kindle Reader) and 
paperback versions.

Q: Who are you hoping reads this book?
A: I hope that kids ages 8-13 read the book. I 
think the book will be especially interesting 
for girls. What has been really fun to see is 
reviews from adults who have read the book 
and written about how interesting it has been 
for them to learn more about what goes on 
in the mind of a young kid – directly from a 
young kid with no grown up interpretation!

Q: What was one of the most surprising 
things you learned in creating your book?
A: One of the most surprising things I learned 
is how many ideas I keep getting in a short 
period of time. I think it was easier than I 
thought it would be, because the ideas just 
kept flowing.

Watch this clip to see Rishika featured on 
KDKA-TV CBS Pittsburgh discussing her 
book! 

NEWS AND EVENTS

https://www.amazon.com/SONIAS-JOURNAL-Rishika-Indira-Raman/dp/B08KQSVZY7/
https://www.amazon.com/SONIAS-JOURNAL-Rishika-Indira-Raman/dp/B08KQSVZY7/
https://www.amazon.com/SONIAS-JOURNAL-Rishika-Indira-Raman/dp/B08KQSVZY7/
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4828971-10-year-old-in-seneca-valley-school-district-gets-book-published/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4828971-10-year-old-in-seneca-valley-school-district-gets-book-published/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4828971-10-year-old-in-seneca-valley-school-district-gets-book-published/
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A POSITIVE SIGN 
A special shout out to parent Melissa Helwig of Card Your Yard for 
the installation of signs that greeted our wonderful staff on the 7-12 
secondary campus. We would also like to thank students Makenna 
Berg, Lily Berg, Hunter Helwig, Reagan Helwig, Carson Helwig, Kirsten 
Vislosky and Kate Vislosky for their help with the expert installation. 

A CAUSE THAT IS CLOSE TO THE HEART 
“I wanted to give back to those 
that helped me so much.”

Those are the heartfelt words of 
Seneca Valley Senior Gavin Zoelle, 
a young man who is giving back 
to the organization that helped 
him during a tremendously 
difficult time in his life.

Mr. Zoelle recently raised $11,300 
for the Highmark Caring Place for 
his senior project. The tragic loss 
of his younger brother was the 
catalyst for this idea.

“I chose Highmark Caring Place because when I was 10 years old my 
little brother (he was eight) died from a brain tumor,” stated Gavin. “I 
went to the Caring Place with my family for support. They made me 
feel as if I was not the only one going through a significant loss. I felt 
I could relate to everyone surrounding me there.” 

To raise money, Gavin held a charity car show for his senior project 
called, “Cars That Care.” He set a goal to raise $1,000 and far 
exceeded it from the generosity of several local businesses and 
donations of raffle baskets.

“I couldn’t believe how quickly I made my goal,” he said. “The 
donations just kept pouring in.”   

The Highmark Caring Place is a safe place where grieving children 
and families can come together and be with others who understand 
what they’re going through.

The encouragement from this organization was truly impactful, 
Gavin added, “I will be forever grateful for all their support.” 
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GIVE PACK 
We would like to give a big thank you 
to Giving Back to Cranberry Township 
(GBCT), a non-profit foundation of 
Victory Family Church (VFC), for 
recently donating graphing calculators 
and batteries for Seneca Valley 
secondary students. Additionally, 
GBCT recently provided backpacks 
filled with school supplies to hundreds 
of students as part of their annual 
Give Pack Program. This effort, which 
benefits Seneca Valley families who 
are in need, is done with the generous 
work of numerous volunteers. We 
appreciate community partnerships, such as GBCT/VFC, and thank them 
for their continued support of SV students and student programs. Pictured 
here is Kathy Spencer, a volunteer from VFC/GivePack, dropping off the 
calculator donation. 

NEWS AND EVENTS

A PLAN TO GIVE BACK 
For several years now, Rhoads Orthodontics 
has been graciously sponsoring the annual 
elementary planners program across the District; 
a savings to SV of approximately $10,000 each 
year. Most importantly, having the ability to 
provide each student their own planner teaches 
them an important life skill of time management 
and accountability. We couldn’t be more grateful 
for the continued support shown by Dr. Rhoads 
and the entire team at Rhoads Orthodontics. 

SCIENTISTS SEND SUPPLIES 
A big thank you to Ward’s Science, a recent sponsor of 
the Seneca Valley Center for Biotechnology Research 
Laboratory (formerly known as the Genetics Lab).

They supplied lab coats, glassware, microcentrifuge 
tubes and centrifuge tubes for the lab.

“Ward’s Science expressed an interest about midway 
through last year and has supplied the lab with 
considerable contributions of scientific equipment,” 
stated Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Science 
Teacher Tom Lavelle. “They truly believe in the vision of 
the laboratory regarding its role in teaching students 
real world skills centered around such topics as genetics, 
microbiology, molecular biology and ecology.”

Students will use the donated items to conduct 
eDNA research, Biofilm research, as well as Genetic 
Engineering. 

BY THE BOOK 
The month of September was literacy month for the Rotary Club of 
Zelienople. To honor this important topic, a generous donation was made to 
the Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) School’s library in the amount 
of $325. The donation will be used for new books for CVE students. Thank 
you to Zelienople Rotary! 

Kathy Corcoran, President of the Rotary Club of Zelienople (on right), with 
Seneca Valley Advancement Director Annie Mersing.
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SV SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A REVISION TO THE 
FLAWED CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING SYSTEMS 
On Oct. 12, 2020, the Seneca Valley School Board unanimously voted in favor of passing a resolution that supports charter school funding 
reform so that school districts and taxpayers are no longer overpaying these schools or reimbursing for costs the charter schools do not incur.

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING REFORM  
 

BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, the average Pennsylvania school district spends millions of dollars in taxpayer money annually in 
mandatory payments to brick-and-mortar and cyber charter schools; and these payments are calculated in a 
manner which requires districts to send more money to charter schools than is needed to operate their 
programs and places a significant financial burden on districts’ resources and taxpayers; and  
 
WHEREAS, the current charter school funding formula was established in 1997 under the state's Charter 
School Law and has not been changed in the 23 years since it was first created; and the formula for regular 
education programs is unfair because it is based on a school district’s budgeted expenditures and not what it 
actually costs to educate a child in the charter school; and 
 
WHEREAS, the calculation for charter special education tuition is unfair because it is also based on the special 
education expenditures of the school district rather than the charter school; and although the General 
Assembly revised the special education funding formula in 2014 to more accurately target special education 
resources for students identified with high, medium and low needs, this formula was applied only to school 
districts and not to charter schools; and  

WHEREAS, because the tuition rate calculations are based on the school district’s expenses, they create wide 
discrepancies in the amount of tuition paid by different districts for the same charter school education and 
result in drastic overpayments to charter schools; and these discrepancies in tuition rates for regular education 
students can vary by almost $13,000 per student and by $39,000 for special education students; and 

WHEREAS, the latest data from the PA Department of Education (PDE) shows that in 2017-18, total charter 
school tuition payments (cyber and brick-and-mortar) were more than $1.8 billion, with $519 million of that total 
paid by districts for tuition to cyber charter schools; and 

WHEREAS, further analysis of PDE data shows that in 2014-15, school districts paid charter schools more 
than $100 million for special education services in excess of what charter schools reported spending on special 
education; and 

WHEREAS, the costs of charter schools for school districts continue to grow significantly each year; and on a 
statewide basis are the most identified source of pressure on school district budgets; and 
 
WHEREAS, the need for significant charter school funding reform is urgent; and school districts are struggling 
to keep up with growing charter costs and are forced to raise taxes and cut staffing, programs and services for 
their own students in order to pay millions of dollars to charter schools. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Seneca Valley School Board calls upon the General 
Assembly to meaningfully revise the existing flawed charter school funding systems for regular and special 
education to ensure that school districts and taxpayers are no longer overpaying these schools or reimbursing 
for costs the charter schools do not incur. We, along with the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, are 
advocating for substantial change. 

 
Adopted this 12th day of October 2020. 
 
Signed, 
 
  
_____________________________  _________________________________ 
School Board President                   Board Secretary   
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING DATES 
The School Board usually meets the first two Monday evenings of each month, but please 
note there are some exceptions to the schedule below. The first meeting of the month is 
a Work Session meeting used for discussion. The Board is allowed to take action on items 
at this meeting if it is necessary. The second meeting of the month is the action meeting, 
and the Board votes on most or all of that month’s agenda items.

Board meetings are open to the public and are held at 7 p.m. in the Intermediate High 
School auditorium, unless otherwise noted.

The School Board has approved the following meeting dates:

January – June 2021
WORK SESSIONS REGULAR (ACTION) MEETINGS

January 11, 2021 Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

February 1, 2021 February 8, 2021

March 1, 2021 March 8, 2021

April 12, 2021 April 19, 2021

 May 3, 2021 May 10, 2021

June 7, 2021 June 14, 2021

‘I LED THE PLEDGE’ 
Seneca Valley School District’s regularly 
scheduled School Board meetings were 
held in person on Oct. 5 and 12. 

We were pleased to continue the tradition 
of inviting students from Seneca Valley’s 
schools to lead the members of the School 
Board and public in saying “The Pledge 
of Allegiance.”

For the Oct. 5 meeting, Rowan Elementary 
first grader London Maccaglia did the 
honors (see her pictured below). Haine 
Elementary third grader Sean Boston 
(bottom picture) led the Pledge at the  
Oct. 12 meeting (via a prerecorded video), 
and he did a great job! To watch, click here. 

Students are nominated by their building 
and those who appear receive a Seneca 
Valley gift. 

A SWEET TREAT 
Rowan Elementary teachers Katie DeVita, left, and Michelle Cowell, right, enjoyed the 
muffins brought and delivered by School Board Director Ms. Susan Harrison. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI24vBFweR8
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SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

A SCARY GOOD PERFORMANCE  
Masks aren’t the only spooky thing this Halloween! 

Seneca Valley Orchestra students in grades 9-12 performed the song 
“This is Halloween” as a fun project to celebrate the eerie season. 

Students learned and performed the piece from the movie “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas.” Although there was no live audience, 
students were able to showcase their skills virtually in collaboration 
with SVTV. It was also their first time to perform together since 
December 2019. 

To add to the ambiance Mr. Aaron Magill’s Theater Production class 
added special effect lighting in the auditorium.

SUPPORTING THE ARTS   
There’s no question that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
monumental impact on everyone’s lives, including students in the 
arts. As a nationwide shutdown commenced, it brought down 
the curtain on student productions and arts programs locally and 
throughout the country. 

Here are some ways you can help:

SHOWS IN THE ATTIC
Seneca Valley Junior, Eli Peel, approached The 
Strand Theatre in Zelienople with the concept of 
a new music revue. Not only were Eli and some 
of his peers excited about getting back on stage, 
they had a tremendous idea to stretch their 
skills by producing a cabaret featuring songs 
from musicals that may not have enjoyed an 
extended run on Broadway. 

Eli is making his directorial debut on The Strand 
stage with a little help from his friends, who also 
happen to be some of the most talented young performers in the 
Seneca Valley School District. 

The Strand is proud to work with these incredible students and is 
excited to be a part of this original production, proceeds of which 
support the SV Chorus and Strand Theater. 

The Cast includes: Eli Peel, Izzy Vescio, Sam O’Neill, Sammi Carter, 
Nick Folino and Sarah McKinley.                             

This virtual concert will feature music from such beloved (if not 
famous) shows like “The Witches of Eastwick,” “Big,” “Merrily We 
Roll Along,” “Smile” and many more! Purchase a $15 ticket to watch 
it anytime between Oct. 30 - Nov. 22 on your favorite device. Only 
one ticket per household is required, and purchasers will receive their 
password for unlocking the performance ahead of the show date!

Click here to buy the virtual ticket. (Please note, the show is 
viewable immediately upon purchase. Once the transaction is 
completed, you’ll get a purchase confirmation sent to the e-mail 

account that’s used to buy the virtual ticket. Included in the purchase 
confirmation is a receipt. On the receipt is a section that reads, 
“Important Information.” In that paragraph is the URL link that you 
will copy and paste into the web browser to watch the show. If there 
is any problem trying to purchase the Virtual Ticket, you can contact 
The Strand at 724.742.0400 or information@thestrandtheatrer.org.)

Directed by Eli Peel, Music Direction by David Bruce Smith

WORKING’ 
Seneca Valley students will have a 
chance to safely do what they love to 
do, while performing for a good cause! 

These talented performers will be 
featured in the SV Fall Musical titled 
“Working,“ revived on Broadway in 2012 
and featuring music written by Stephen Schwartz, James Taylor and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. 

Through this show, SV will be sharing the proceeds with community 
theatres and art organizations to support each other during these 
unprecedented times. 

Based on Studs Terkel’s best-selling book of interviews with 
American workers, “Working” paints a vivid portrait of the men and 
women that the world so often takes for granted: the schoolteacher, 
the phone operator, the waitress, the millworker, the mason and the 
housewife, just to name a few. 

The show includes 26-character monologues and many vocal solos 
with an extremely modest set and orchestra requirements, universal 
subject matter, and alternating casts for social distancing. “Working” 
is one of the most accessible, relevant and substantive musicals ever 
created, and perfect for current 2020 circumstances. 

Stay tuned for performance and/or live-streaming information! The 
show is currently scheduled for the weekend of Nov. 21-22 or contact 
Bobi-Jean Alexander at alexanderbl@svsd.net for more information 
or to donate to the cause! 

Videos of the performance played daily on SVTV during the last 
week of October. 

To watch some of their performance, click here. 

Happy Halloween, SV! 

https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/pe.c/10571300
mailto:information@thestrandtheatrer.org
mailto:alexanderbl@svsd.net
https://youtu.be/S-Cr0iVqTyo
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

SENECA VALLEY AQUATIC CENTER COMING SOON! 
Take a look! The Seneca Valley Aquatic 
Center is scheduled to open in just a few 
months. When it does, it will replace the 
more-than-55-year-old pool (a.k.a Seneca 
Valley Natatorium) currently on campus. 
The new pool measures 115’-2” x 60’ and 
will accommodate training and competition 
for swimming, diving and water polo. It 
will also be able to accommodate several 
simultaneous activities, including eight 
lanes for competition and training and two 
one-meter springboards. With separation 
by the bulkhead, swimming and diving 
can take place at the same time, which 
the current pool facility does not support. 
Other activities that might occur include 
fitness swimming, underwater hockey, 

instructional programs, water basketball, 
water volleyball, log rolling, kayaking, rope 
climbing, and paddleboard yoga. Having 
such a facility is an investment in teaching 
a lifelong fitness activity and the essential 

skills that will be with them for a lifetime. 
View the time-lapse video of the nearly 
complete facility at https://youtu.be/
N4W9g1tN67s. 

SPECIAL EVENT DATES FOR 
RAIDER ATHLETICS
Special event dates for the winter 
season include:

• Nov. 10, 2020: Deadline for winter sport 
paperwork; all papers due in athletic office. 

• Nov. 20, 2020: First official day of 
winter sports – mandatory tryouts begin 
this day. 

- For tryout schedule, please contact 
the coach directly. Coaches 
contact information is located on 
athletics website.

REMINDERS for 2020-21:  

• ALL paperwork for winter sports due 
in the athletic office no later than 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, by 3 p.m. Coaches will 
not accept paperwork at the first day 
of tryouts.

• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE Section 
6 form as the only permissible form for 
doctor’s signature.

• All required paperwork for 2020-21 
athletic participation is available on SV 
Portal or Athletics website. Paperwork 
includes: PIAA CIPPE Sections 1, 2, 5 & 
6; Drug Test Consent Form; COVID-19 
Release. 

SENECA VALLEY RAIDERS – ATHLETES OF THE 
MONTH, SEPTEMBER 2020
The Female Athlete of the Month for September 2020 
was freshman girls’ golfer Lihini Ranaweera. In all 
14 regular season matches, Lihini was the top overall 
medalist in each match. She holds the 9-hole course 
record at Connoquenessing Country Club, shooting 
a 35. She shot in the mid to upper 30’s in all but two 
matches this season. Lihini is the first Seneca Valley 
girls’ golfer to win the section tournament with a score 
of 76 at Black Hawk Golf Course. She played a vital 
role in helping the Raiders finish section runner-up 
and qualifying for the W PIAL team playoffs. Lihini 
competed at the WPIAL Individual Championships on 
Thursday, Oct. 8, at the famed Oakmont Country Club. 
For an outstanding month, we recognized Lihini as the 
September Athlete of the Month. Congratulations Lihini!

The Male Athlete of the Month is junior boys’ golfer 
Nolan Nicklas. Nolan was dominant throughout the 
month of September, as he averaged a score of 36.6. 
Nolan was the team medalist in 11 out of 12 regular 
season matches for the Raiders. He scored a season 
low 33 (-2) against Mars at Cranberry Highlands Golf 
Course. He totaled 13 birdies throughout the season and 
shot 5 rounds of par or better during match play. Nolan 
qualified for the WPIAL Individual Championships and 
he was a key part in helping the Raiders qualify for the 
WPIAL Team Championships on Monday, Oct.12, at 
River Forest Country Club. For an outstanding month, 
we recognized Nolan as the September Athlete of the 
Month. Congratulations Nolan! 

https://youtu.be/N4W9g1tN67s
https://youtu.be/N4W9g1tN67s
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
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GIRLS SOCCER: The girls’ varsity soccer team, seeded number 
eight, began their quest for a second WPIAL title in three years 
defeating Penn-Trafford 7-1 in the opening round. The Raiders 
advance to play top-seeded Peters Township.  

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL: Seneca Valley opens post-season play as the 
number eight seed and will host Greater Latrobe on Wednesday, 
Oct. 29. The winner of that game advances to play top-seeded 
North Allegheny on Saturday, Oct. 31. 

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

FALL SPORTS UPDATES 
Following successful regular seasons, many Raider fall sport teams 
begin post-season competition in late October and early November. 
A final recap of the fall seasons, including post-season results, will 
be shared in the November issue of Raider Pride.

At the time of this writing, the following teams were preparing for 
their respective WPIAL championships

CROSS COUNTRY: The boys’ and girls’ cross-country teams will 
compete in the WPIAL championships on Thursday, Oct. 29. The 
WPIAL team champion plus the top-10 finishers will all advance to 
the PIAA championships.

FOOTBALL: WPIAL championships begin Friday, Oct. 30. Seneca 
Valley travels to North Allegheny for the WPIAL 6A semifinals. The 
WPIAL championship game for 6A will be played Friday, Nov. 6, at 
North Hills’ Martorelli Stadium.

BOYS SOCCER: Raider boys’ soccer, capturing a third consecutive 
section title and seventh in the past nine years, finished the regular 
season 11-1-1 and were awarded the number two seed for 4A WPIAL 
championships. Following a first round bye SV will face the winner 
of Butler-Canon Mac in the quarterfinals.   
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SVF Kindness Challenge 

The Seneca Valley Foundation is challenging SV students to 
embrace and exemplify kindness throughout the district!  

 
Teachers: Nominate your classroom or individual student and tell us 
about the creative ways they are spreading kindness for a chance to 
win $500. Prize can be used for classroom enhancements like new 

books, supplies, décor and learning tools, or donated to the SV 
club/sport of choice. Submit a nomination by November 9.  

Winners will be selected by the SV Kindness Committee and 
announced on World Kindness Day – Friday, November 13! 

 
Nomination Forms and additional information can be found at: 

www.svsd.net/SVFKindnessChallenge  

Start Spreading #SVKindness   
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SENECA VALLEY STUDENT GIVES WHAT WAS GIVEN

SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION 

Seneca Valley Junior Nikki Williams felt obligated to give back what 
she was given. 

When Miss Williams’ employer closed their doors last spring due to 
COVID-19, she continued to receive a paycheck; however, receiving 
this “unearned” money did not sit right with this young lady. “I don’t 
deserve this, I didn’t earn it,” she explained. 

That sentiment was ultimately what drove her to make the decision 
to donate the money to several local food banks and non-profit 
organizations including the Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF). She 
stated, “Even though I am young with only a part- time job and 
probably should be saving for college, a car, and an apartment for 
when I am older, I chose to give most of that money away to those 
who need it more than me.”  Ms. Williams, who is the daughter of 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

124 Seneca School Road 
Harmony, PA 16037 

 

 
(724) 452 – 6040, x1650 

 

 
SVFoundation@svsd.net 

 

 
svsd.net/SVFoundation  

 

   SEEKING NEW TRUSTEES 

Qualifications 
•  Dedication to the mission of the SV Foundation 
•  Experience with nonprofit and volunteer organizations 
•  Passion for philanthropy and enhancing public education 
•  Ability to volunteer time and resources 
•  Knowledge in public education, legal and/or financial sectors 
 

    Term 
•  New Trustees shall hold office for a term of three (3) years  

Responsibilities 
• Uphold the bylaws of the Foundation and fulfill the fiduciary and 

legal duties outlined therein 
• Attend quarterly meetings and events 
• Contribute a minimum of $100 annually 
• Evaluate and prioritize major district initiatives including capital 

improvement projects, program expansion and classroom 
enhancements 

• Cultivate relationships with corporate partners and sponsors 
• Engage new donors including alumni, staff and retirees 
• Promote fundraisers, events and activities 
• Solicit businesses to take part in the Earned Income Tax Credit 

(EITC) program 
    

   
   

 

The Seneca Valley Foundation is seeking individuals interested 
in progressing its mission in the Seneca Valley School District. 
To be considered for this important role, please send a letter of 
interest to SVFoundation@svsd.net using the subject line of 
“Prospective New Trustee.” We will then contact you as we 
move to the next step of the selection process. 

 

SEEKING NEW TRUSTEES
The Seneca Valley Foundation is seeking individuals interested 
in progressing its mission in the Seneca Valley School District. 
Responsibilities include promoting fundraisers and events; 
strategic planning and cultivating relationships across the SV 
community. Click here for additional information including how 
to submit your letter of interest. 

Elizabeth and Stephen Williams of Cranberry 
Township, enjoyed grocery shopping with her 
mom to pick food items they later donated to 
area non-profits. Her parents also helped her 
decide which additional non-profits would 
benefit the most from a monetary donation.

The SVF was thrilled to be named a recipient 
of her donated funds, according to Ms. Annie 
Mersing, Director of Development. “These challenging and volatile 
times have dramatically changed how the Foundation functions and 
our focus,” she said. “We depend so much on the generosity of those 
that can give right now, to help those who cannot. Having a student 
step up to the plate to do so is both encouraging and inspiring.” 

SOMETHING TO BRING TO THE TABLE 
Several picnic tables were placed in the beautiful courtyard at 
the Intermediate High School courtesy of the Seneca Valley 
Foundation. These tables give students additional opportunities 
to sit outside during lunch and classes. Being outdoors and 
practicing social distancing is important to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. 

HELPING OUR NEIGHBOR  
‘Five Days to $2,500’ is the goal of the 
SV Foundation to help our friends at 
Neighbors for Neighbors (N4N). This 
local organization is committed to 
fulfilling holiday wish lists of Seneca 
Valley students in need. Wish lists consist 
of five or six items and often contain 
basic necessities such as jackets, shoes, 
clothes, blankets and toiletries. Given the 
impact of the pandemic, we anticipate 
many families will struggle to give their 
children a memorable holiday season this 
year. This ‘Five Days to $2,500’ fundraiser is for one week only 
(Monday, Nov. 2- Friday, Nov. 6)! To donate to the cause or for 
information, please click this link.    

https://www.svsd.net/SVFBoardofTrustees
https://www.svsd.net/SVFBoardofTrustees
http://www.mightycause.com/SVFhelpsN4N
http://www.mightycause.com/SVFhelpsN4N
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JOIN THE 
SENECA VALLEY 
TEAM!

To apply, visit: www.svsd.net/Employment

CONTACT:
Kyra Bobak 
Human Resources Director 
Seneca Valley Human Resources 
124 Seneca School Road 
Harmony, PA 16037 
724-452-6040, ext. 1760

Seneca Valley is committed to diversity 
in the workplace. E.O.E.

 

Seneca Valley School District Secretary 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Seeking knowledgeable applicants with strong interpersonal and communication 
skills for permanent 12-month secretarial positions.  
 
Requirements: Must pass the district secretarial test when scheduled. High 
attention to detail required. Must be able to multi-task in a fast-paced work 
environment.  
 
Salary $28,873/year.  
 
Submit required information to www.svsd.net/Employment.  
 
Applications accepted until positions are filled.  

 

Seneca Valley School District Secretary 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Seeking knowledgeable applicants with strong interpersonal and communication 
skills for permanent 12-month secretarial position.  
 
Requirements: Must pass the district secretarial test when scheduled. High 
attention to detail required. Must be able to multi-task in a fast-paced work 
environment.  
 
Salary $28,873/year.  
 
Submit required information to www.svsd.net/Employment.  
 
Applications accepted until positions are filled.  

*Photo used was taken prior to social 
distancing
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WELCOME TO SV! 
We welcome our new teachers and staff to the Seneca 
Valley team! 

Nathaniel Copeland, Haine Elementary School Long-Term 
Substitute Music Teacher

Michelle Couch, Seneca Valley Senior High School Long-Term 
Substitute Math Teacher

Rebecca Lasko, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School 
Long-Term Substitute English Teacher

Ryan Pechulis, Ryan Gloyer Middle School Science Teacher 

Additional hires will be shared in an upcoming issue.

Nathaniel Copeland

Rebecca LaskoMichelle Couch Ryan Pechulis

NEWS & EVENTS

SV VOICES 

The Fall Raider Crate is now 
available for purchase! Don’t 
know what Raider Crate is? 
Learn more by listening to our 
latest podcast episodes. These 
two shows highlight the launch 
of Raider Crate, a subscription 
box made for students by 
students and interviews 
Seneca Valley Seniors and 
Raider Crate Officers Antonio 
Amelio and Sydney McMurray. 

To listen online, visit www.
svsd.net/Podcast or click 
the link in bio under “‘Voices’ 
Podcast.” To learn more about 
Raider Crate or to order your 
own box, visit https://www.
raidercrate.org/. 

STAFF OF SV 
Be sure to check out the latest Staff of SV, a light-hearted feature 
was created to share with our followers the more human-interest 
side of our staff that parents and students don’t always get 
to see. 

This month features Haine Elementary School Gifted Support 
Teacher Jeremiah Friday and a special hobby he holds close to his 
heart. Read more here. 

http://www.svsd.net/Podcast
http://www.svsd.net/Podcast
https://www.raidercrate.org/
https://www.raidercrate.org/
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15847
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SV VOICES 

ALUMNI Q & A
Crystal Toczek, a 2005 Seneca Valley Graduate, is a cosmetologist working 
at Salon MMK. We asked her to catch us up on what she is doing and how 
Seneca Valley influenced her life and career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today: 
A: I’ve always been passionate about hair, makeup, nails, etc.… but decided to 
pursue other paths after high school. In 2018, I decided it was finally time to 
make cosmetology a career, so I went to the New Castle Beauty Academy for 
not only my cosmetology license, but also my cosmetology teachers license. 
Today, I work at Salon MMK in Zelienople and am loving it! I also still sing and 
play piano and lead worship at various churches and events. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: My mom and dad live in Portersville. Both of my siblings were graduates of 
Seneca Valley. My sister graduated in 1995 and is married with four children. 
My brother graduated in 2007 and is married with two children and pastors 
a church in Bogor, Indonesia. I got married two months after graduating 
high school and was married for 14 years. My precious husband passed away 
unexpectedly last year. I am grateful for my family, friends and faith that have 
gotten me through the last year and a half.

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: I still come back to high school every year! I am head of the hair and 
makeup crew for the annual musical. I have been helping out with the musical 
for eight years now!

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both 
personally and professionally? 
A: I was very involved in the music programs during my time there. Today, I 
am still very involved in music between leading worship for events, churches 
and occasionally I have the opportunity to gig.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a 
special place to learn and grow?
A: With its size, I’ve always felt that there is someone and 
something for everyone. No matter what your hobbies or 
skills are, there is most likely another student that likes 
the same thing and a club or activity for you to further 
your skill or do the thing you love. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff 
member? 

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

 Kevan Smith (SV ’06) had the 
opportunity of a lifetime by playing 
in the Major League Baseball’s 2020 
World Series!

Kevan, who is a catcher for 
the Tampa Bay Rays, was an 
outstanding multisport athlete 
here at SV, and left an indelible 
impression on many, including SV 
Raider Baseball Head Coach Eric 
Semega. The two still keep in touch. 
“I am appreciative that I got the 
chance to work with him on the 
path to pursuing his dream,” Coach 
Semega said. “The coaching staff 
and I are so proud of where he is 
today as a man and an athlete.”



Seneca Valley | October 2020Page 20

A: There are three that come to mind, Mr. Aaron Magill 
(Crystal is pictured with him on the previous page, please 
note this photo was taken prior to social distancing) – I 
spent the most time with him in high school since I was 
in almost all of the choral groups. He is now someone I 
consider a friend and work closely with during musicals. 
Ms. Amber Hugus - I was probably terrible in her class 
because, at the time, I hated to read, but I remember the 
fun things she would plan for us. She’s also someone I 
consider a close friend today and someone who has been 
there for me through a very hard time in my life. Lastly, Mr. 
Bob Matchett. I played oboe and was in wind ensemble. 
It was hard. Very hard. But, to this day, I’ve still taken the 
theory he taught and applied it to the music I do now.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your 
time at Seneca Valley? 
A: I was engaged second semester of high school. During 
the spring chorus concert, I was involved in the beauty 
shop quartet and we had finished our set....or I had 
thought. But right after our last song, the girls pulled out 
a chair, made me sit on it...on stage...in front of everyone, 

and they sang “Chapel of Love” since 
I would be married in a few short 
months. It meant a lot at the time, 
and with the loss of my husband, it 
means even more now. 

Q: If you had one message for 
teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: Even when you don’t feel like 
it, you ARE making a difference 
in students’ lives. Don’t give up. 
Students can be hard...but continue 
to love them unconditionally. They will 
feel it and remember those moments.

Q: What do you wish other people 
knew about Seneca Valley?
A: There are many opportunities 
available at Seneca Valley and, in my 
experience, the teachers are loving 
and caring people, some of which 
have become close friends today. 

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Seneca Valley’s updated app is more  
personalized, more customized and  
has greater mobile content!

SV Calendar
Stay informed with access 
to one or more calendars 
all in one place. Add 
personal calendar notes.

SV Portal
Once you log in, you’ll stay  
logged into your account.  
Now you’re just a tap away  
from viewing grades,  
homework, school  
information and more.

SV Customization
Click on the settings  
wheel to customize the 
app on your device.

www.svsd.net

Download
the new &
improved

AT&T

SVmobile app

Download the new and improved SV MOBILE APP

Seneca Valley’s updated app is more 
personalized, more customized and  
has greater mobile content!

AT&T

Seneca Valley’s updated app is more 
personalized, more customized and  
has greater mobile content!

AT&T
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SMART CORNER

“TEXTING PREFERRED OVER IN-PERSON TIME”...REALLY???
In March 2018, Common Sense Media 
conducted a survey, called Social Media, 
Social Life, of 1,141 teens. One of the findings 
in the survey resulted in the following 
headlines in news outlets: “Teens Are Over 
Face-to-Face Communication, Study 
Says,” and “More Teens Addicted to Social 
Media, Prefer Texting to Talking,” and 
“Teens Would Rather Text and Chat Online 
With Their Friends Than Hang Out in Real 
Life, Study Says.”

For years pre and post this survey, experts 
have been asking kids and teens the 
following, “If you had a totally free Saturday, 
what would you choose — being at home 
communicating with friends over social 
media, or being with your friends in-person?” 
Every single time they get the same 
response: “being with my friends in-person.”

So why this survey finding? Let’s analyze 
this survey. 

The survey question that sparked all the 
headlines was the following: 

“Which of the following is your favorite way 
to communicate with your friends?” And 
it listed in-person as an option and several 
other options. 

If you go to the actual survey, starting on 
page 49 of the report, you will find that 
before the question on communication, 
teens were asked nine questions in a row 
about social media, such as: “Have you 
ever used social media, such as Instagram, 
Snapchat, or Facebook? “Which social 
media do you use the most?” and “How 
often do you send or receive texts?” 

After nine such questions, respondents 
landed on the question regarding their 
favorite way to communicate with their 
friends. Here were their answers:

• In-person (32%)

• Texting (35%)

• Talk on phone (5%)

• Through social media (16%)

• Video chat (10%)

• Other (2%)

A strong hypothesis is that many of the 
respondents’ mindset when they got to 
that question was that of “information 
exchange” as opposed to truly preferring 
things like texting over in-person time. 

What do your kids think about the survey 
results? How do they feel about the way the 
headlines got spun?

It is paramount that we not let myths 
become “facts.” The last thing we want is 
for our society, post-COVID, to take away 
the already limited opportunities youth 
have in our society to be with each other. 
We know from research that in-person time 
is highly associated with many positive 
findings, including emotional wellbeing. 
Yet, over the years, funding for things like 
after-school programs and sports programs 
have been cut in many areas of the country. 

Connecting youth with youth in meaningful 
ways is critical. In Screenagers NEXT 
CHAPTER, they share the stories in which 
teens mentor tweens around social skills, 
including social media. 

Unfortunately, there are so few programs 
in the country that connect peers together 
in these types of ways. Yet, such programs 
help both the teens leading the programs 
as well as the teens or- kids who are 
participating. It is a win-win. 

When COVID hit Screenagers started 
thinking deeply about the positive impact 
combined with the reality of the shortage. 
They feel that now, more than ever, kids 
will be needing support and skills when it 
comes to managing relationship conflicts, 
emotional challenges, screen time issues, 
and more. What if they could put together 
a team to create a program that trains pairs 
of high schoolers to lead small groups of 
middle schoolers in learning skills around 
key topics? 

That is how the idea for Boosting Bravery 
was born. So once again, if you have 
middle or high school girls in your home, 
or know anyone with girls, click on -or 
share- this link!

Ideas for starting a discussion with your 
kids or students:

1. “Before COVID, which of the following 
was your favorite way to communicate with 
your friends?” 

• In-person?

• Talking on the phone?

• Texting? 

• Posting on social media? 

• Messaging through social media, i.e. 
DM’ing?

• Via video chat?

• Other?

Then ask them this question:

“Before, COVID, if you had a totally free 
Saturday, what would you choose — being 
at home communicating with friends over 
social media, or being with your friends 
in-person?” 

2. What do you think about the survey 
question and results?

3. How do you feel when you see 
those headlines?

4. When we go into “The Big Reset,” i.e. 
when life resumes post-COVID, are there 
ways you want to make sure young people 
can be with friends in-person? 

Article and photos provided by 
Screenagers. 

https://time.com/5390435/teen-social-media-usage/
https://time.com/5390435/teen-social-media-usage/
https://time.com/5390435/teen-social-media-usage/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/more-teens-addicted-social-media-say-they-re-wise-distractions-n908126
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/more-teens-addicted-social-media-say-they-re-wise-distractions-n908126
https://www.insider.com/study-teens-would-rather-text-with-friends-than-hang-out-in-real-life-2018-9
https://www.insider.com/study-teens-would-rather-text-with-friends-than-hang-out-in-real-life-2018-9
https://www.insider.com/study-teens-would-rather-text-with-friends-than-hang-out-in-real-life-2018-9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScveeCMZFJV_6FMMJwfZ4xj2-6HQargOwruX-HyUIRSTz3-8w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScveeCMZFJV_6FMMJwfZ4xj2-6HQargOwruX-HyUIRSTz3-8w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays
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HOW TO SPOT AND STOP THE SPREAD OF 
DISINFORMATION
Now more than ever, it is crucial to 
have the ability to spot disinformation 
on the internet. How skillful are our 
kids at spotting disinformation? In this 
episode, we meet the director of the 
Stanford History Education Group, Joel 
Breakstone, PhD, who has researched 
this topic — and it is not pretty. His team 
has analyzed how college students, 
historians, and fact-checkers evaluate 
websites in order to create effective 

strategies for spotting disinformation. 
We learn why the C.R.A.P. Test is 
outdated, and we hear from teens about 
how they decide not to reshare a post on 
social media.

Subscribe to our free Screenagers 
Podcast by clicking on the Apple 
Podcast icon or where ever you listen to 
your podcasts. 

SMART CORNER
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LINK IT

• Click here for the Health Screening Tool. 

• For our current district dates in PDF form, the 2020-21 SV At-A-Glance Calendar can be 
found at this link.

• Teen Driver Safety Week in Pennsylvania was Oct. 18-24. Learn more about keeping 
your teen driver safe here. 

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

• High-quality health care coverage from CHIP covers uninsured children and teens up to 
age 19. Learn more here. 

• ‘Grab ‘n Go’ meals are now being offered at SV. Learn more here. 

• SV Backpack Fliers are online and feature information on student and community 
activities. Visit today at www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers.

LEGIONELLA UPDATE 
As promised in previous communications, we would like to share the results 
for water retests taken at the Seneca Valley Senior High School. This most 
recent round was conducted because previous tests continued to detect 
elevated levels of Legionella in the school.

We are pleased to report that the mitigation efforts of sanitization and 
reflushing were successful as there was no detection of the bacteria in the 
latest assessment. 

In a concerted effort to maintain a system free of the bacteria, the District has 
established protocols for future periodic flushing of the hot water tanks and 
taps and will complete these during the following time frames:

• November/December 2020

• February/March 2021

Additionally, we will continue to conduct quarterly testing to verify the 
bacteria is not present in the water system.

With the health and safety of our students and staff always our first priority, 
we will continue to work closely to ensure all efforts are taken to maintain 
optimum water results. 

INFORMATION ALERT
“COVID Alert PA is a free and voluntary mobile app 
developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Health in 
partnership with NearForm, University of Pennsylvania 
and MIT Lincoln Laboratory using Apple and Google’s 
Exposure Notification System. The app’s features 
include an interactive COVID-19 symptom check-in, 
alerts for potential exposures to the virus, updates on 
the latest public health data about COVID-19 in PA and 
public health guidance for what to do if you have a 
potential exposure to COVID-19. The app is designed 
to ensure privacy of the user. It does not use GPS, 
location services or any movement or geographical 
information. It will never collect, transmit or store 
personal information. It is completely anonymous.” 
COVID Alert PA works in Pennsylvania, and when you 
travel to other locations in the United States including 
Delaware, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Washington D.C., Wyoming, 
and some parts of California. Download COVID Alert 
PA now. 
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• May/June 2021

• August/September 2021

https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/2406/Parent Screening Tool Flow Chart.pdf
https://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=31665&dataid=45186&FileName=2020-21%20Calendar%20Extended%20Start.pdf
https://www.penndot.gov/TravelInPA/Safety/TrafficSafetyAndDriverTopics/Pages/Young-Driver.aspx
https://www.penndot.gov/TravelInPA/Safety/TrafficSafetyAndDriverTopics/Pages/Young-Driver.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=20740&dataid=49457&FileName=CHIP%20School%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51162&PageID=1
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YHbIi6XwXJz-CxpkawqTig~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhG9GYP0QiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdnNkLm5ldC9CYWNrcGFja0ZsaWVyc1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEYYnjpfCRyek1IUaHV0dGluZ2Vya2FAc3ZzZC5uZXRYBAAAAAE~
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
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V. 9-12

NOVEMBER 9-12  |  5-7 P.M.
GET AN INSIDE LOOK AT LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY!

• Take a campus tour

• Learn about our high-demand and creative majors

• Hear from current students and staff

• Meet admissions counselors

• Find out how to apply and pay for college

EACH NIGHT FEATURES DIFFERENT MAJORS.  
VIEW THE SCHEDULE AND REGISTER AT  

laroche.edu/previewweek


