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April 1-6  Spring Break, No School

April 12 School Board Work Session Meeting, IHS Auditorium,  
  7 p.m.

April 17 ACT Testing, SHS, 7:30 a.m. 

April 19 School Board Regular Session Meeting, IHS   
  Auditorium, 7 p.m.

 For more dates, visit: www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

DATES TO REMEMBER 

In the works
The Seneca Valley School District is pleased 
to share that the new K-6 school building 
planned for the 2022-23 school year is well 
underway and - we are pleased to add - 
currently on schedule. 

This innovative and truly cutting-edge 
facility will feature separate elementary 
and middle school wings, along with 
a community wing that will house the 
gymnasium, Creativity, Innovation 
and Research (CIRC) space, music and 
movement rooms, as well as an open 
cafeteria. Additionally, the building itself 
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2021-22 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
The 2021-22 Kindergarten registration is currently being revamped to allow for a smooth, 
online process and we look forward to sharing that with parents soon. Registration is 
expected to take place in early April. For information on documents that are required for 
registration, attendance zones and immunizations, visit www.svsd.net/KRegistration. 

The Seneca Valley Preschool registration for the 2021-22 school year is now open! This 
program is offered through the Family and Consumer Science Department of the senior 
high school, and runs for two hours on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
October-May. To register or for more information, visit www.svsd.net/Preschool. 

A SIGH OF RELIEF 
It is hard to imagine that is has been one 
year since the the impacts of COVID-19 
changed our lives forever. 

The latest vaccine initiative included 
Johnson & Johnson doses for our K-12 
teachers, in-classroom support staff, 
contracted service providers including bus/
van drivers, aides, food service workers, 
custodians, maintenance, security and 
office staff and was rolled out earlier this 
month at the Midwestern Intermediate Unit 
IV (MIUIV) in Grove City. 

will be a learning tool. For example, the 
circular ramp will teach student complex 
shapes and construction geometry; a 
sun dial wall will measure time and solar 
azimuth using a target and floor patterns, 
opening up conversations about the sun’s 
arc and temperature; and lastly an exposed 
section of wall will show construction 
materials, piping and conduit, which will 
demonstrate to students the purpose of 
each layer, object and material necessary 
for construction. Get an in-depth look at 
the building on pages 3-5. 

 (continued on page 2)

http://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
www.svsd.net/KRegistration
www.svsd.net/Preschool
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 
(continued from page 1)

 Survey says
A recent community survey was held 
across the district and featured the top 
five names submitted by students and 
teachers from Evans City Elementary and 
Middle School, along with submissions from 
district staff. We asked people to rank their 
top three (3) choices and the results are in! 
Approximately 2,646 votes were cast with 
Ehrman Crest Elementary / Ehrman Crest 
Middle School chosen as the overall favorite. 

The point totals are calculated as three 
points for the user’s first choice, two 
points for their second choice, one point 
for their third choice, and zero points for a 
non-chosen school:

1. Ehrman Crest Elementary School / 
Ehrman Crest Middle School: 4413 points 

2. Wolfe Creek Elementary School / Wolfe 
Creek Middle School: 3748 points 

A SIGH OF RELIEF (continued from page 1)

SV was fortunate to receive assistance from several school districts 
in the MIUIV, including Greenville Area, Sharon City, Commodore 
Perry, Shenango Area, West Middlesex and Hermitage Area school 
districts. Read more about school districts collaborating on 
vaccine distribution in The Cranberry Eagle article here. 

To date, we have approximately 600 staff members who have been 
vaccinated. 

3. Hilltop Elementary School / Hilltop 
Middle School: 3023 points 

4. Oak Crest Elementary School / Oak Crest  
Middle School: 2855 points 

NEWS AND EVENTS

Evans City Elementary School Principal 
Lauri Pendred is seen here standing on the 
construction site of the new elementary 
building. A live site camera was streamed 
in the classrooms for her to wave hello to 
students. 5. Trailblazer Elementary School / Trailblazer 

Middle School: 1059 points 

Members of the Seneca Valley School Board 
will take the above into consideration and 
make their final vote on a new school name 
next month. 

http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20210312/CRAN0101/303129997/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20210312/CRAN0101/303129997/-1/CRAN
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The Seneca Valley K-4/5-6 school will be
a  sustainable,  safe, and  dynamic  context for learning 

that  engages unique minds  in  diverse ways 
and is  reflective of the community.

Hands-On Environmental Learning

What’s unique about the new Seneca Valley K-6 school project is the partnership 
with the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh and Cannon Design to explore how 
schools can emulate children’s museums. Specifi cally, the project makes learning 
spaces more compelling, relevant, engaging and successful for students. This 
collaboration has explored and highlighted the educational opportunities available 
when teachers and students are empowered to curate their experiences and space.

There are numerous design measures we’ve implemented to realize transformation 
with Seneca Valley’s new K-6 school. Children’s museums are generational and 
community learning resources that capitalize on the tactile and communal benefi ts 
of learning. Although technology is used to support learning, the main focus of the 
learning community is a blend of both digital and analog spaces that defi ne each 
grade’s common area. The common areas create a more welcoming and engaging 
atmosphere, providing extensive opportunities for students and teachers to 
become curators of their learning environment and experience.

The mission for Seneca Valley’s K-6 school is to bring more effective, joy-fi lled and 
self-curated learning experiences to the students it serves. We also believe it can 
stand as a model for other PK-12 schools across the country, and encourage them 
to partner with children’s museums to explore new design concepts.

As learning assumes different forms, so too should school design responses. This 
design represents a transformational moment where we’re rediscovering the 
importance of tactile and relevance-based learning. This learning is often ‘fluid’ 
and individually unique to each student. Recognizing this, Seneca Valley’s new K-6 
school breaks the mold for the better, providing just-in-time access to the nature 
around the school, and a more open-ended culture of learning within.

Seneca Valley New K-4/5-6 School
Opening Fall 2022 on Ehrman Road, Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania
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The design phase is complete for a new Elementary and Middle School for the 
Seneca Valley Community.  The facility will replace the existing Evans City 
Elementary and Middle School, and provide a platform to provide best practices 
in learning for our students.  These boards illustrate some of the key features and 
pedagogy for the new school.
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Ramp Graphics

Using graphics at the ramp to 

explain derivation of curving 

geometries.

Learning:
• Complex shapes, curves, arcs
• Graphing, centroid
• Design, construction 

geometry
• What is the perimeter of the 

inner shape?
• How long is the center ramp?
• How many tennis balls would 

fi ll the volume of the ramp?

Wing Wall Construction

Expose section of wall 

showing, construction 

materials, piping and conduit. 

Acrylic enclosure with 

graphics. Or, model materials 

with 3D exhibit.

Learning:
• What is the purpose of each 

layer, object and material?
• What other materials could 

have been used?
• Why did the designers choose 

these materials, in this order?

Sun Dial Wall

Measure time and solar 

azimuth using a target and 

floor patterns.

Learning:
• Why is the sun arc different 

over seasons?
• What time is it now?
• What effect does overcast 

days have on temperatures?
• Why are temperatures 

different between glass 
coating types?

Vary glass thermal coatings to demonstrate 
temperature differences on floor

What Should the Building Teach?

*The building connects ideas and places – It is not neutral.

Big Ideas Essential Questions + Projects Subjects in Curriculum

‘Nature’ is 
everywhere

Freedom 
vs. Equality

Scale

How the 
school is 

made

Sustainability 
Ecology

Citizenship

Measurement, 
Length, 

Proportion, Size/
Shape

Weight, Mass, 
Structure

Electricity, 
Energy, Sound

Earth, 
Sciences

Nutrition, 
Plants & Food

Soil, Water 
& Climate

Maps: Symbols, 
Measurement, 

Geography

We’re applying several concepts of museum design 
to make Seneca Valley’s K-6 school a more active 
learning experience:

• While school corridors are often ignored as teaching tools, we 

incorporated museum elements such as pegboards to allow both 

process and product to be displayed. Peg boards require students to 

mentally and physically engage in learning activities and support such 

activities as scatter plotting, pattern forming and recognition, and 

deductive reasoning.

• Both floors of the school have direct site access, adjacent to every 

common area, without stairs, or elevators. Direct outdoor access will 

encourage impromptu outdoor learning, and just-in-time learning in the 

school’s wooded site.

• Large-scale magnetic wall maps are used also as a platform for 

documenting data such as ecological survey of the surrounding site, 

while simultaneously connecting specifi c, local actions and activities to 

more global consequences.

• A wall mounted energy use dashboard with student accessible apps 

teach about energy performance and monitoring.

• Floor graphics and patterns educate students about measurement, 

distance, scale, and proportion.

• A main canopy lighting constellation “time capsule” provides 

educational opportunities while also documenting the night sky the 

month the school will open.

• A transparent layered wall helps explain building construction 

assemblies.

• Mechanical pump and fan rooms with illuminated side light displays 

and interpretive graphics teach condensation, evaporation, conduction 

and convection.

How Will the Building Teach? 
Examples of places the building itself becomes a learning tool. The Creativity, Innovation and Research Center (CIRC)

A place for creating, inventing and making

A place for circulating materials and fabricating designs

View of typical classroom from corridor

4

5

6

1

2

3

Seneca Valley New K-4/5-6 School
Opening Fall 2022 on Ehrman Road, Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania

Building Bridges*

Outdoor access 
at every wing and 
every level

Natural materials 
and structures inside, 
human interventions 
outside

Open planned learning 
environments, class 
level organization and 
access hierarchy

Personal leadership 
and responsibility,
Social collaboration 
and stewardship



 

 

 

Seneca Valley SD 2021-22 Student/Teacher Calendar
August 2021 September 2021 October 2021

November 2021 December 2021 January 2022

February 2022 March 2022 April 2022

June 2022

KEY

 S    M    T    W     T     F     S
 1      2     3      4      5      6     7 
 8      9    10    11    12    13   14   
15    16   17    18    19    IS    21   
22     IS   IS    FD    26    27    28    
29    30   31

 S    M    T     W    T    F     S
                                      1     2  
 3     4     5      6      7     8     9    
10  A80  12    13    14   15   16   
17   18   19    20    21   22   23   
24   25   26    27    28   29   30   
31

 S    M    T    W    T     F     S
        1      2     3      4      5     6     
 7     8      9    10    A80  12    13    
14   15    16    17    18    19   20    
21   22    23    H     H     H   27    
28   H     30

 S    M    T    W    T    F    S
                       1     2     3    4  
 5     6      7      8     9    10   11   
12   13    14    15   16   17   18   
19   20    21    22    H    H   25   
26   H     H     H     H    H

 S    M    T    W    T     F     S
                                             1  
 2     3      4     5      6     7     8    
 9    10    11   12    13   IS   15   
16  A80  18   19    20   21   22   
23   24    25   26    27   28   29   
30   31

 S    M    T    W    T     F     S
                1      2     3      4     5   
 6      7     8      9    10    11   12   
13    14   15    16   17   SM   19   
20   A80  22    23   24   25    26   
27    28  

 S    M    T    W    T     F     S
               1      2     3     4      5   
 6      7      8      9    10    11    12   
13    14   15    16   17  A80  19   
20    21   22    23   24   25   26   
27    28   29    30    31 

 S    M    T    W    T    F    S
                                    1     2    
 3      4     5      6     7     8     9    
10    11   12    13    H    H   16   
17    H     H    20    21   22  23   
24    25   26    27    28   29  30 

 S    M    T    W    T     F     S       
                       1     2    LD   4   
 5     IS    7     8     9     10   11   
12    13   14   15   16    17   18   
19    20   21   22   23    24   25   
26    27   28   29   30  

H - Holiday (No school)

 Snow (Emergency) Makeup Days:
     #1 - Feb. 18, 2022
     #2 - FID/Remote Learning
     #3 - FID/Remote Learning
     #4 - FID/Remote Learning
     #5 - FID/Remote Learning

IS - In-Service Day (No school for students)

A80 - Act 80-Prof. Develop. Day (No school for students)

 S    M    T    W    T    F    S
                       1     2     3     4  
 5     H      7     8     9    10   11 
12    13    14   15   16   17   18   
19    20    21   22   23   24   25   
26    27    28   29   30
 

8 Staff Days; 5 Student Days 
Aug. 25 - First Student Day

FD, LD & LD-S - First Student Day, Last Student Day & Last Day/Graduation Day for Seniors 

4 Staff Days; 3 Student Days
June 3 - Last Day for K-11 Students 
June 6 - IS Day for Teachers

         District Local Holidays:
 Nov. 26, 2021
 Dec. 23, 2021
 Dec. 24, 2021
 April 15, 2022
 April 18, 2022

SM - Snow Makeup Day (this day becomes a holiday if no snow make-up days are needed)

May 2022
 S    M    T    W    T    F     S
 1     2      3     4      5     6     7    
 8     9     10   11    12  A80  14    
15    16    17   18    19   20   21    
22   23    24   25   26  LD-S  28  
29    H    31

21 Days  21 Days

18 Days 16 Days  21 Staff Days; 20 Student Days 
Jan. 13 - End of First Semester

 19 Days 17 Days23 Days

21 Days
May 27 - Last Day for Seniors (Grad. Day)

Please note all dates are subject to change

189 Work Days for Teachers

FID/Remote Learning - Flexible Instructional Day/Students engage in remote learning from home

FINAL/APPROVED 3-8-21
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NEWS AND EVENTS

READING ACROSS SV
SV students celebrated Read Across America by participating in 
reading and literacy activities earlier this month. Some activities 
included various theme days, read-a-thons and virtual guest 
readers. 

READING IS BETTER TOGETHER
Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) 
second grade and kindergarten students 
recently teamed up via the Microsoft TEAMS 
breakout rooms feature to share a love of 
reading every Fun Friday! Students bring a 
book, or their listening ears, and enjoy time 
with a reading buddy. 

HITTING THE RED 
CARPET
Connoquenessing Valley 
Elementary (CVE) second 
grade students were serving 
looks on the red carpet on 
March 26.

Why? Because they were 
visiting the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra (PSO) 
– virtually!

Due to COVID-19, the PSO 
decided to bring the orchestra 
to CVE. Students were given 
a tour of Heinz Hall with 
PSO Associate Conductor 
Earl Lee and listened to 
performances on percussion, 

brass, woodwind and 
string instruments.

“We encouraged them to dress 
up as if they really were going to 
the symphony and they enjoyed 
walking down and posing on 
the red carpet,” said CVE Music 
Teacher Susan Dinger. 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

SPECIAL DELIVERY
Haine Middle School (HMS) 
Librarian/CIRC Teacher 
Eric Fogle has added a new 
title to his name: personal 
book shopper.

Due to COVID safety 
protocols, HMS students 
have not been able to browse for books 
in the library. So instead, Mr. Fogle did the 
shopping for them.

Mr. Fogle created an online form for students 
to request books for him to pick out. The 
form asks questions like “how fast do you 
typically read a book,” “what are your 
favorite genres to read” and “what TV shows 
do you love?” This helps Mr. Fogle narrow 
down the choices and determine the best 
book selections for students.

“I created an online form that allows 
students to request me to pick books 
out for them, said Mr. Fogle. “It functions 
like ‘Stitch Fix,’ an online personal styling 
service, but for books.”

After he collects their requests, he fills 
the orders and delivers the books to the 
students’ homerooms. He recently opened 
this service to fifth and sixth grade cyber 
students as well.

Since October, he has been able to get 
approximately 500 books into students’ 
hands! Additionally, he has fulfilled 211 orders 
and had 162 students utilize the system.

In honor of Read Across America, we asked 
Mr. Fogle to suggest some great books 
on the theme “attitude.” Here is what 
he recommended:

“When thinking of the theme ‘attitude’ for 
book choices, a few great ones came to mind. 
The first on this list is a book titled ‘Becoming 
Muhammad Ali’ by James Patterson and 
Kwame Alexander. There are few people in 
our history that have shown more attitude 
than the great Muhammad Ali. This book 
shares a terrific depiction of young Cassius 
Clay growing up in Louisville Kentucky. After 
his bike is stolen, he decides to learn how to 
defend himself against bullies and takes up 
boxing. Told in a mix of prose and poetry, it is 

a must-read for any student.

Next on my list is ‘New Kid’ by Jerry Craft. 
In 2020, it became the first graphic novel 
to win the Newbery Award. It tells the 
story of Jordan, a seventh grader, who is 
enrolled in a private school for the first 
time. The amazing artwork and graphics 
walk us through Jordan’s school year as he 
balances being true to himself and pleasing 
everyone around him. Being one of the few 
students of color in his new environment 
brings its own challenges, and they might 
not be what you expect.

Lastly, the third book on my list is, ‘Merci 
Suárez Changes Gears,’ by Meg Medina. 
Another Newbery winner on this list shares 
a similar story as with the book, “New Kid.” 
In this story, Merci attends a private school 
on a scholarship. She additionally works 

MARCH MADNESS 
Evans City Schools started a program this 
month that was a slam dunk!

They kicked off Read Across America 
week by participating in a month-long 
international reading contest called “March 
Book Madness,” which is a bracket-style 
tournament that matches books in a 
reading tournament.

Students enjoyed, shared, thought about, 

part-time at the school with her father as a 
custodian to help pay for a portion of the 
tuition. Thankfully, Merci’s positive attitude 
about life carries her through the entire 
book. While she does face some negative 
students in school, she is a strong-minded 
individual who is not afraid to speak her 
mind or be embarrassed about her situation. 
She, too, must balance home life with school 
life, which can be a challenge when she 
also lives with her grandparents. After her 
grandfather begins to show more and more 
signs of being forgetful, the family must 
confront an issue they cannot avoid. This is a 
great story about family and friendship with 
positive messages spread throughout.” 

and eventually 
voted on 
a variety 
of diverse 
picture books 
throughout 
the month 
of March.

Evans City 
shared books 
read by 
principals, teachers and students throughout 
both buildings, uniting K-6 students with a 
love of reading.

By the end of March, Evans City students 
crowned one book to be their ultimate 
contest champion.

However, like the March Book Madness 
tournament reminds us, when we read-we 
all win! 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

SENECA VALLEY PRESENTS “IMAGINING THE FUTURE” 
The 2020 Seneca Valley Annual Report is coming soon! Here’s a sneak peek at what you can expect to see. 
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TOP OF HER GAME 
A fourth grader from Rowan Elementary 
had the chance to showcase her skills in 
athletics on the small screen. 

Mimi Skowronski is a football player for 
the Seneca Valley Jr. Football team and 
when she heard from her former teacher, 
Ms. Rebecca Hester, that Dick’s Sporting 
Goods was looking for elementary-aged 
female athletes, she jumped at the chance 
to participate. 

Miss Skowronski applied for the “Inside 
Moves” commercial where she was selected 
and featured as a football player. 

In addition to playing football, Miss 
Skowronski also wrestles. 

She added, “I started football because it is 
an aggressive sport and I wanted to learn 
how to tackle someone since it looked like 
fun. I tried wrestling because it would help 
me with my tackling skills. I did not realize 
how fun wrestling would be and decided to 
stick with it. Now I love wrestling because 
it involves strength (mental and physical), 
endurance and confidence. I love both 
sports because I can be part of a team. 
They help me build confidence in myself 
and make me believe I can do anything.” 

So, what’s next for Mimi other than being 

ROBOTS ACTIVATE! 
Haine Middle School (HMS) students are 
connecting through coding –both in and out 
of the classroom. 

HMS Librarian/CIRC Teacher Eric Fogle 
designed and built 12 robots (and his family 
helped paint them!) using Hummingbird 
Robotics kits that students can program 
from home or in the classroom. 

Mr. Fogle teaches a 10-day class where 
fifth and sixth grade students practice 
coding and by then end of the program, 
they are able to code the robots to “dance” 
to music. To watch a highlight of a class’s 
culminating project, visit: https://youtu.be/
tmQtOrw7KrE.

To learn more about Mr. Fogle’s program, 

NEWS AND EVENTS

featured in a national commercial? 

“She was recently invited to participate 
in several dual teams for wrestling, so she 
will be attending various tournaments 
in multiple states to represent her two 
wrestling clubs (T3 and OMP),” said 
Mimi’s mother, Kristina Deaton. “She has 
also represented SV for their Elementary 
Wrestling Dual Team and they took first 
place in both events. Additionally, she 
will compete at the Girls Wrestling State 
Championship on April 3. In the spring, 
she will play softball for the fourth year 
and start freestyle wrestling for the first 
time. She will play flag football with Seneca 
Valley Junior Football and Cheer (SVJFAC) 
and prepare to return to tackle football in 
the fall for her fourth year. She is also very 
much open to more acting opportunities, so 
we will see how that unfolds.”

Also featured was Kaydence Kilhof, a 
freshman at Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School, who can also be found in the video. 

She’s one of the girls getting a jersey in the 
locker room (pictured above right; Kaydence 
is pictured in the center of the photo). 

To watch the commercial, visit: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=AmhhUhoTNGs.* 

*Mimi has a ponytail and is wearing a green 
football jersey. The boys playing with her in 
the commercial are members of her actual 
SV football team who were invited because 
of Mimi’s participation!

visit: https://buildingupsteam.school.
blog/remote-robots/. 

LOVING TREE 
Holding a 
beloved dance 
was out of the 
question for 
Haine students 
this year, but 
that didn’t stop 
them from 
spreading love 
in another way. 

Haine PTO held 
a charity drive 
called the Loving Tree Project for the month 
of February. 

“Due to COVID we were unable to hold 
our annual Valentine’s Dance so we were 
trying to think of something to pull the 
school together as a whole,” said Kara 
Challingsworth, Haine PTO Vice President 
of Publicity. “We choose two charities that 
we felt the students would connect with; 
the Butler County Humane Society and 
The Butler County Alliance for Children 
Advocacy Center.”

Throughout February they collected items 
that were delivered earlier this month. Both 
charities stated it was a huge success and 
how grateful they were for Haine’s help. 

https://youtu.be/tmQtOrw7KrE
https://youtu.be/tmQtOrw7KrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmhhUhoTNGs.*
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmhhUhoTNGs.*
https://buildingupsteam.school.blog/remote-robots/
https://buildingupsteam.school.blog/remote-robots/
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NEWS AND EVENTS

POSTER STUDENTS 
Coloring is therapeutic, but can it also start 
a conversation?

For two Haine Middle School students, they 
think so. Fifth graders Lela Fischer and 
Evelyn Miske were recently named winners 
in the Butler First Step poster contest.

The contest asked for students in grades 
2-12 to submit a poster with the theme 
“Alcohol Free is the Way for Me” using 
crayons, colored pencils, chalk or paint. The 
hope was for the posters to encourage a 
conversation about underage drinking at all 
age levels.

Ms. Jacqueline Schoeffel’s entire class, 
including Miss Fischer and Miss Miske, 
designed original artwork that they 
submitted back in January.

GIRL POWER 
Rowan Elementary 
second grader Aria Flick 
is seen here honoring 
International Women’s 
Day (IWD). According 
to their website, IWD 
which was held on March 8, is a global day that 
celebrates the social, economic, cultural and 
political achievements of women. Her teacher, 
Angela Cardilllo added, “I’m so proud of Aria 
for wanting to wear her special shirt!” 

SOUNDS OF THE DRUM 
A special thanks to our local home 
improvement stores, Lowes, Home Depot 
and Tractor Supply, who all donated 
buckets to use in Rowan and Evans City 
Elementary Music classes for bucket 
drumming. Between the three stores, they 
received 57 buckets, which is more than 
enough for a full classroom at both schools.

The students at Evans City and Rowan 
enjoyed playing and moving together inside 
and outside, while social distancing, of 
course. 

“This is a great activity that engages the 
entire class and gives them an opportunity 
to play as an ensemble and practice their 
rhythmic skills,” said Rowan and Evans City 
Elementary Music Teacher Wendy Carson. 

SHAMROCK SHENANIGANS 
A little bit of luck 
and a whole lot of 
green was spotted at 
Ryan Gloyer Middle 
School on March 17! 
Students and staff 
dressed in their best 
St. Patrick’s Day attire 
to celebrate. 

A COLORFUL CHALLENGE 
In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, first graders 
at Haine Elementary tested their luck (and 
STEM skills) to create a freestanding rainbow 
structure using only the materials provided. 

The future engineers worked hard to plan 
out the materials, design and steps involved 
in building their rainbow. After building their 
structures, they spent time reflecting on what 
worked well, what didn’t work, and ways they 
could improve their structure. Students then 
had an opportunity to improve their rainbows 
based on their reflections. 

“This fun activity allowed opportunities for 
creativity, problem solving, collaboration  
and critical thinking,” stated Haine 
Elementary School First Grade Teacher 
Rachael Kamicker. 

This year there were 58 entrants and both 
Miss Fischer and Miss Miske received a 
$20 gift card to Target as their prize. Their 
posters and names were also displayed on 
the Butler First Step Facebook page and 
their website. 

Lela Fischer Evelyn Miske 
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THE GOLDEN WORD 
Sophia Kunkel is a self-described 
literature-lovin’ high school senior with 
a passion for writing, and this passion 
of hers was recently recognized when 
she was awarded a Gold Key in the 2021 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards for the 
Northeast Writing Region-at-Large. 

Miss Kunkel won in the novel writing 
category for the prologue and first 
chapter of her book “Starless Skies and 
Broken Dreams.” 

“I submitted the prologue and first chapter of my senior project, 
‘Starless Skies and Broken Dreams’ which is a novel about two best 
friends who are transported into another world when they come 
across a bottle floating in the ocean waves of California,” explained 
Miss Kunkel. “Separated in two cities, they must fight to reunite with 
each other while dodging monsters and combatting magical threats. 
I really enjoyed working with both the realistic and fantastical 
elements of the plot!” 

A Gold Key is the highest standard for the regional awards. This win 
automatically enters Miss Kunkel into the National Competition. If 
she wins again, she could receive a scholarship upwards of $10,000 
and her piece would be published in “The Best Teen Writing of 2021” 
anthology published by Scholastic. 

“I actually finished the draft of this piece back in June and then 
proceeded to work on editing and revising throughout the fall 
and winter months,” stated Miss Kunkel. “Right now, the plan is to 
self-publish on Barnes and Noble Press this summer! While I’m not 
anticipating the novel itself to become a best seller (I still have a 

lot to learn when it comes to honing and improving my craft), I am 
thrilled to explore and experience the publishing world and have all 
my hard work this past year finally come to a satisfying conclusion.”

“This is an exceptional accomplishment,” exclaimed Seneca Valley 
Senior High School English Teacher Natalie Green. “Sophia is a 
talented writer with a real passion to pursue her craft. She has 
consumed the writing classes we have to offer and continues to push 
herself to learn more.” 

Miss Kunkel is an editor for the Seneca Scout, a member of Library 
Club, and a co-founder of the Teen’s Writing Club at the Cranberry 
Public Library. When she isn’t writing, you can find her hanging out 
with her endlessly supportive family— her younger brother, Nathan, 
is in tenth grade at the intermediate high school, while the oldest 
sibling, Alex, pursues a music career in Washington State—and 
taking her mini golden doodle on long walks after school. She 
also enjoys reading, running and playing piano. While she has not 
committed to a college yet, her top choice so far is Hollins University 
located in Roanoke, Virginia, where she is hoping to double major in 
English and Creative Writing. 

To read the prologue and first chapter of “Starless Skies and Broken 
Dreams,” visit www.svsd.net/GKWA21.

Additionally, Seneca Valley Junior Julia Lingenfelter was awarded 
two honorable mentions for her personal essay and memoir “The 
Apple Tree” and for her poetry titled “Julia.” 

Founded in 1923, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards are the nation’s 
longest-running, most prestigious educational initiative supporting 
student achievement in the visual and literary arts. The program has 
an impressive legacy of being the first to acknowledge creative talent 
and is today’s largest source of scholarships for creative teens. 

SV ART STUDENT BRINGS HOME GOLD 
Claire Reynolds, a Seneca Valley Senior, 
was recently announced as a Gold 
Key winner in the 2021 Scholastic Art 
and Writing Awards Pittsburgh Arts 
Region Competition.

Miss Reynolds won for her piece titled 
“Calm through Chaos” (pictured). 

Her work will go on to be judged at the 
national level.  

Seneca Valley Silver Key recipients 
include seniors Connor Campbell, Tess Enders, Jocelyn McNany and 
Emilee Neuman. 

Also, several students from Seneca Valley received Honorable 
Mentions for their entries including seniors Isabella Bardelli, Kierstin 
Beahm, Gabriella Donatucci (two Honorable Mentions), Lacey 

Eisengart, Faith Milcic, Tia Myers (three Honorable Mentions), Chase 
Nething, Mackenna O’Mara, Anna Sikora (two Honorable Mentions) 
and Brian Whitney. Junior Julia Lingenfelter received two Honorable 
Mentions and sophomore Arden Kiely received one Honorable Mention. 

More than 1,700 entries were entered from students across the region.

 (continued on page 13)

http://www.svsd.net/GKWA21
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“Our Seneca Valley Scholastic 
Art Award winners of 2021 
deserve an additional kudos 
that no other group has ever 
been deserving of because they 
managed to keep developing 
their craft, their creativity and 
skills during the most challenging 
year for art education and 
studio access in the near century 
of Scholastic Art Awards’ 
existence,” stated Seneca Valley 
Art Teacher Megan Bonistalli. 
“In theory, whether a student 
who submitted work received 
an award or not, I’d give an extra 
special ‘Platinum’ Key to every 
one of our kids that persevered 
to participate. They are truly a 
special bunch of artists!”

All Seneca Valley students were 
honored at a special virtual 
ceremony on March 4. 

The event was coordinated by 

SV ART STUDENT BRINGS HOME GOLD  (continued from page 12) 

Ms. Bonistalli, who is also the 
Scholastic Arts Pittsburgh Arts 
Region coordinator. 

Seneca Valley School District 
secondary art teachers include 
Jason Woolslare, Jason Shorr, 
Aaron Shafer, Tabatha Karman 
and Ms. Bonistalli. 

To view photos of all of the 
artwork, visit https://www.svsd.
net/SAA21. 

Connor Campbell – Silver Key

Emilee Neuman – Silver Key Jocelyn McNany – Silver Key

Tess Enders – Silver Key

NOT YOUR AVERAGE ESSAY 
When Seneca Valley Senior High School AP Chemistry Teacher Kelly 
Weston was a junior in high school, she won an essay contest. This 
win not only her inspired career, but came full circle recently when 
the same essay contest recognized two of her current students.

Seneca Valley Juniors Sydney Thompson and Nicholas Nedzesky 
were both awarded an Honorable Mention in the Society for 
Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh (SACP) High School Essay 
Contest.  

Thirteen students were awarded prizes, including Miss Thompson 
and Mr. Nedzesky. Their recognition also included a $100 prize.

Each year, SACP hosts an essay contest that requires students to 
respond to a science-related prompt dealing with a current event. 
Schools in the Greater Pittsburgh area (39 Pennsylvania counties, 
10 Ohio counties and 25 West Virginia counties) were permitted to 
submit no more than two student essays in the competition.

Ms. Weston selected Miss Thompson’s and Mr. Nedzesky’s essays 
after they chose to write to the contest prompt as part of their first 
quarterly assessment in AP Chemistry. The prompt was “Why does 
the United States have a higher Coronavirus fatality rate than other 
countries?” and had to be answered in 2,500 characters or less and 
include a list of resources.

“The really cool thing is that I also won an award in this contest 
when I was a junior in high school as well,” exclaimed Ms. Weston. 
“My prompt dates me…it was about if the United States should 
fund research on the human genome project. SACP also paid for 
my summer internship to Carnegie Science Center while I was in 
college. It is because of organizations like SACP that I became a 
chemistry teacher.” 

Nicholas Nedzesky Sydney Thompson

https://www.svsd.net/SAA21
https://www.svsd.net/SAA21
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SCHOLARLY 
STUDENTS 
The White House Commission 
on Presidential Scholars and the 
United States Department of 
Education recently announced 
that Seneca Valley Senior 
High School had five students 
selected as candidates for 
the United States Presidential 
Scholars Program. 

Seniors David Choi, Faith 
Condrick, Zachary Garcia, 
Kathleen Monahan and Avani 
Salunkhe were invited to apply 
for a chance to be named a 
United States Presidential 
Scholar. 

Students are chosen for 
outstanding performance on 
the ACT Assessment or the 
College Board SAT; and/or 
nomination by the Chief State 
School Officer (CSSO) or one 
of our partner recognition 
organizations, including for 
Career and Technical Education 
or in the Arts.

If circumstances permit, all 
Scholars will be invited to 
Washington, DC in June for 

the National Recognition 
Program, featuring events 
and enrichment activities 
including the Presidential 
Scholars medallion presentation 
during a White House-
sponsored ceremony.

The U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program was established in 
1964, by executive order of the 
President, to recognize and 
honor some of our nation’s 
most distinguished graduating 
high school seniors. In 1979, 
the program was extended 
to recognize students who 
demonstrate exceptional talent 
in the visual, creative and 
performing arts. In 2015, the 
program was again extended 

INSIDE LOOK 
One Seneca Valley Junior is 
getting a peek into the inner 
workings of the FBI. 

Meera Rathod was recently 
accepted into the 2021 FBI 
Pittsburgh Teen Academy. 

“The part of the program I am 
most looking forward to is 
being able to get a real-world 
perspective as to what a job 
working for the FBI would  
actually be like,” said Miss Rathod. 
“I have always been curious about 
this, and this program is now 
giving me the perfect opportunity 
to explore this.” 

to recognize students who 
demonstrate ability and 
accomplishment in career and 
technical education fields. 
Each year, up to 161 students 
are named as Presidential 
Scholars, one of the nation’s 

highest honors for high 
school students.

Additional detailed information 
on this prestigious program 
can be found at http://www.
ed.gov/psp. 

David Choi Faith Condrick Zachary Garcia

Kathleen Monahan Avani Salunkhe

of all FBI applicants, and 
the FBI’s domestic and 
international roles. She will 
also have the opportunity for 
various hands-on experiences 
involving specialized areas of 
the FBI, such as their Evidence 
Response Team. 

“I’m glad that Meera has been 
accepted to participate in this 
interesting opportunity and 
that she’ll be representing 
Seneca Valley at the 2021 FBI 
Pittsburgh Teen Academy,” 
stated Seneca Valley Senior 
High School Gifted Support 
Teacher Dean Walker. “I know 
she will take full advantage 

As a selected participant, 
Miss Rathod will gain a better 
understanding of the FBI and 
what it takes to keep America 
safe, highlighting the various 
positions and career paths that 
work together to help them in 
their mission to uphold the U.S. 
Constitution.

Additionally, she will be 
offered insight into a number 
of topics and specialties, 
including the importance of 
making good choices when 
using online communication 
platforms, understanding which 
federal law violations the FBI 
investigates, requirements 

of this experience and will 
return to us with a robust 
understanding of the foreign 
and domestic roles of the FBI. 
Congratulations, Meera!” 

https://www.ed.gov/psp?fbclid=IwAR2EWjrS0kU73-Xzeln_auQ7amvQ6jfLkwSCNcyVa2g7-8T1z3s_TrG1v0o
https://www.ed.gov/psp?fbclid=IwAR2EWjrS0kU73-Xzeln_auQ7amvQ6jfLkwSCNcyVa2g7-8T1z3s_TrG1v0o
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Voices, a Podcast from 
the Seneca Valley School 
District
Want to hear directly from the voices at Seneca 
Valley on the most current topics and updates? 
Join us in listening to Voices, a podcast brought 
to you by the Seneca Valley School District. This 
podcast interviews guests who share an inside 
look at what is happening at SV.

VOICES 
Want to hear directly from the voices at Seneca Valley on the most current topics 
and updates? Join us in listening to Voices, a podcast brought to you by the Seneca 
Valley School District. This podcast interviews guests who share an inside look at 
what is happening at SV. The latest episodes discuss how COVID-19 has affected SV’s 
performing arts program and how they have adapted. Be sure to subscribe to SV 
“Voices” and listen online here or anywhere you listen to podcasts.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1294265
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SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

A MOVING PERFORMANCE 
“In times of crisis, music offers 
solace.” - the Pittsburgh 
Concert Chorale 

The Seneca Valley Madrigal 
Singers were asked to join the 
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale 
(PCC) for a moving virtual 
performance of Mozart’s 
“Requiem” in memory of the 
lives lost to COVID-19.

The free concert featured the 
Seneca Valley Madrigals as well 
as choirs from Upper St. Clair, 
Woodland Hills, Mt. Lebanon, 
Shaler, South Fayette and 
Lincoln Park on March 26. 

Seneca Valley singers performed 
“Confutatis,” led by Seneca 
Valley Senior High School 
Choral Director Aaron Magill. 

“This is a time that the world 

needs music more than ever, 
and (‘Requiem’) seemed like an 
appropriate piece at this time,” 
said PCC Director Dr. Susan 
Medley. “It’s one of those pieces 
that you’re never quite the same 
after you sing it, and our hope 
is to offer this to the community 
to give people some peace 
and comfort.”

Seneca Valley Madrigal singers 
include Antonio Amelio, 

Ethan Bannon, Brianna Beers, 
Rylie Butler, Sammi Carter, 
Casandra Cramm, Alyssa 
Dunning, Grace Fawcett, Nick 
Folino, Kevin George, Victoria 
Hahn, Trey Hixon, Kaitlin 
Lemke, Kate Lipscomb, Alex 
McElhinny, Sarah McKinley, 
Blaise Meanor, McKenzie Mill, 
Alex Mortier, Sam O’Neill, Eli 
Peel, Cece Restauri, Greta 
Schmidt, Dalryn Schuster, 

THIS JUST IN  
Even with the difficulties and inconsistencies of this school year, 
students in the Theatre and Video Performing Arts department 
have been producing great work. 

Several video production students and Seneca Valley TV (SVTV) 
volunteers recently submitted their work to Robert Morris 
University’s Digital Media Arts Consortium (DMAC) annual festival. 

Erin Keppler submitted a film in the “Stop Motion Animation” 
category and Matt Ditmore in the “Feature Package” category. 
The Seneca Says crew entered in “Morning Announcements” and 
the SVTV production crew in “Live Event” for the homecoming 
football game broadcast. Senior Ethan Bannon and sophomore 
Evelyn Vogel (pictured) both have videos in two categories. 

Speaking of his entries, a documentary on urban sprawl and his 
short narrative film “Opus”, Ethan remarked, “I entered the contest 
to help me stand out in possible future internship opportunities. 
Even though production might have been hindered a little because 
of COVID, both of my videos were definitely still worth creating.” 

Evelyn, new to video production this year, submitted her 
news package about remote learning during snow days and a 
commercial for a funny, fictional product. “It feels encouraging to 
be entered because it shows the work I’ve created has potential,” 
Evelyn remarked. 

Students will find out the results of the competition with a virtual 
ceremony in the first week of May and winners will be awarded 
plaques and have their videos shared among the wide network of 
participating schools. With its mission to recognize excellent high 
school video students in Western Pennsylvania and surrounding 
areas, the DMAC festival has been celebrating work in over 20 
video, photography, and print journalism categories for nearly 
three decades.

Video Production and SVTV courses are taught by Mr. Dan 
McKosky. 

Jonah Smeltzer, Darius Smith, 
Owen Tecklenberg, Izzy Vescio, 
Bryce White, Mark Wimer and 
Carolyn Zulick. 

To watch the powerful 
performance that honors 
the memory of the more 
than half a million victims 
of the pandemic, visit www.
pccsing.org. 

http://www.pccsing.org/
http://www.pccsing.org/
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By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

BEYOND OUR WALLS
Evans City Middle School (ECMS) sixth grade band instrumentalists 
had an experience that went far beyond the walls of SV – and they 
didn’t even have to leave the classroom.

ECMS band students participated in a virtual field trip to Slippery 
Rock University (SRU) to work with the music education majors in Dr. 
Kathy Melago’s Instrumental Methods course on March 9.

In addition to a virtual tour of the campus and a virtual concert 
featuring performances by several of the University ensembles, 
the SRU music majors led sectional rehearsals through Microsoft 
TEAMS for the ECMS students, allowing the young musicians to gain 
instrument-specific feedback and best practices. 

“It’s important for young band students to see the musical 
opportunities that exist beyond our school,” stated ECMS Band 
Director Tracy Glass. “This collaboration allowed my students to 
see and hear what is possible with continued dedication and effort 
on their instruments. It was wonderful to be able to provide this 

experience for the ECMS students and SRU students to learn from 
each other.” 

BEST OF THE BEST 
Seneca Valley Seniors Alex Mortier and 
Lizzie Sylves joined the “best of the best” 
for the National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME) 2020 All-National Honor 
Ensembles (ANHE) Event Jan. 7-8. 

This prestigious event was held virtually and 
provided an outstanding experience, despite 
the unusual circumstances.  

The NAfME All-National Ensembles includes 
542 individuals who represent the top 
performing and most musically talented high 
school musicians in the United States. 

The All-National Honor Ensembles consist 
of a concert band, symphony orchestra, 
mixed choir, jazz ensemble, guitar ensemble, 
and modern band. Students were chosen 
through an audition process. Mr. Mortier was 
selected for mixed choir and Miss Sylves was 
chosen for concert band. 

The festival included virtual rehearsals, 
masterclasses and open forums with top 
conductors, performers, professors and 
industry experts.  

“This was a great opportunity to work with 
high school musicians from around the 
country,” said Miss Sylves. “It was neat to 
see each person’s individual efforts and 
recordings be combined into a final concert.” 

At the conclusion of the festival, students 
were given specific criteria for recording 
themselves at home to contribute to the final 
virtual concert.  

“It was inspirational to hear my favorite 
composer Eric Whitacre speak,” stated Mr. 
Mortier. “He is a big part of why I chose to 
pursue choir and music as a passion.” 

The full performances can be viewed at the 
following links:

All-National Mixed Choir - https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=UvZvYzcbTZg

All-National Concert Band – https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=nlq2tHmwLiA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvZvYzcbTZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvZvYzcbTZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlq2tHmwLiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlq2tHmwLiA
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

TAKE A TOUR!  
Take a video tour of the new SV Aquatic Center with 
Seneca Valley Athletic Director Heather Lewis and 
IKM Architecture Project Principal Matt Hansen here: 
https://youtu.be/z_ZDMjdOxis. 

WHAT COULD BE BETTER?  
Have you ever found yourself in a moment of 
reflection asking, “What could be better?” This 
past week, with temperatures in the mid-60’s 
and the sun shining down on the lower level of campus, I have taken the time 
to walk the fields and venues to check in our spring sport student-athletes and 
coaches. On these daily walks I have sensed a real joy and perhaps even a small 
bit of relief but all the while I have said to myself, “What could be better than 
this?” To see our spring sport programs in full swing caps off twelve-months 
of unanticipated challenges, heartbreak and raw emotion at times. While the 
2020-21athletic season has provided #RaiderNation with so much success, I 
truly believe the pinnacle was the start of spring sports on March 8, 2021. I look 
forward to watching our spring teams complete the year of athletic participation 
and anticipate as much success as our fall and winter teams have achieved. And 
I know the answer one winter sport student-athlete would reply when asked, 
“What could be better than this?” Read on to see why senior Alejandro Herrera-
Rondon would reply, “Nothing!” 

WINTER SPORT FINAL RECAP
Athletes of the month: February 2021 
The February Female Athlete of the Month 
was junior girls’ basketball standout Olivia 
West. Olivia led the Raiders in scoring as she 
was averaging nearly 16 points per game and 
almost six rebounds per contest. She was 
shooting 48% from the field and 38% from 
3-point range. Olivia’s size and skill caused 
havoc for visiting teams. Due to injuries and 
youth, Olivia was versatile in playing multiple 
positions on the floor and her leadership 
was outstanding. The #13-seeded Raiders fell to the #4-seed Mt. 
Lebanon Blue Devils in the opening round of the WPIAL 6A playoffs 
on Wednesday, March 3. For an outstanding month and exceptional 
junior campaign, we recognized Olivia as the February Athlete of 
the Month.  

The Male Athlete of the Month was senior 
basketball sharpshooter Cole Brooks. Cole 
helped pace the Raiders to an overall record 
of 10-10 and section record of 6-5 while 
averaging 23.2 points per game. Cole scored 
30-plus points in four games this season, 
including a season-high 35 points on three 
separate occasions. This season, he made 
an impressive 97 3-point field goals while 
shooting 44% from behind the arc. Cole shot 
60% overall from the floor and led the team at the charity stripe 
at 80%. Cole’s scoring helped the Raiders enter the post-season 
as the 9th-seed where they defeated #8 Mt. Lebanon before 
falling to eventual WPIAL Champion Upper St. Clair 72-70. For an 
outstanding month and a terrific senior season, we recognized Cole 
as the February Athlete of the Month.

Athletes of the month: March 2021
The March Female Athlete of the Month is 
sophomore swimmer Peri Gaguzis. At the 
WPIAL Championships, Peri earned four 
medals. In the 500-yard freestyle, Peri took 
silver with a time of 5:04.04 qualifying for 
the PIAA state meet. Peri was a member of 
the 200-yard medley relay team that finished 
runner-up at the WPIAL meet with a time of 
1:46.13 earning a qualifying spot at states. Peri 
placed 5th in the 200-yard individual medley 
and was also a member of the 200-yard freestyle relay which finished 
3rd at the WPIAL meet. At the PIAA state championships, Peri earned 
two medals. She placed 6th in the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 
5:02.53. In addition, the 200-yard medley relay team earned a 5th 
place finish setting a new school record with a time of 1:45.44. For an 
outstanding month and exceptional sophomore season, we recognize 
Peri as the March Athlete of the Month. Congratulations! 

The March Male Athlete of the Month is senior 
wrestling standout Alejandro Herrera-
Rondon. Alejandro finished his senior season 
with an undefeated record of 39-0 winning 
his third PIAA championship, third WPIAL 
championship, and fourth section title. 
Alejandro is now the all-time winningest 
wrestler in Seneca Valley program history, 
with 175 career victories. Out of his 39 
victories this season, 19 came by fall as 
he totaled 62 pins in his career. According to the latest pools, 
FloWrestling ranks Alejandro 3rd and Track Wrestling ranks him 4th 
nationally in the 152-pound weight class. For an outstanding season 
and a phenomenal career at Seneca Valley, we recognize Alejandro 
as the March Athlete of the Month. Alejandro will continue his 
academic and athletic career next year wrestling for the Sooners at 
Oklahoma University. Congratulations and best of luck! 

https://youtu.be/z_ZDMjdOxis
https://youtu.be/z_ZDMjdOxis
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By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

THREE-TIME STATE and 
WPIAL CHAMPION – Ale-
jandro Herrera-Rondon
Senior wrestler Alejandro 
Herrera-Rondon capped off a 
record-shattering career as a 
Raider, capturing the 2021 PIAA 
state title at 152 lbs. and going 
undefeated (39-0) on the season. 
Quite simply, there has been no 
better wrestler in the state this 
season and Alejandro’s talents 
were rewarded with his third state 
gold medal and the honor of being named “Outstanding Wrestler” for 
the 2021 PIAA State Championships. In addition to this third state title, 
Alejandro also collected his third WPIAL title and fourth consecutive 
section title in an SV singlet. The Oklahoma Sooner recruit currently 
holds the Seneca Valley record for victories with 175, including 62 pins.

Wrestling – Raiders Claim 
Three WPIAL and PIAA 
West Super Regional 
Champions
For the third straight year 
Dylan Chappell and Alejandro 
Herrera-Rondon walked away 
from the WPIAL championships 
as gold medalists, but this season 
sophomore Tyler Chappell 
joined the parade of champions. 
Tyler Chappell started off the 
championships winning gold at 
106 lbs. with a 5-2 victory in the 
title bout. Older brother Dylan 
continued the Raider success with a tough 7-5 win in the 132 lb. finals 
and Alejandro completed Seneca Valley’s trifecta of WPIAL champions 
with a 2-0 win at the 152 lb. weight class. All three would advance to 
the 2021 PIAA West Super Regional the following weekend and, again, 
Seneca Valley would bring home three gold medal winners – Tyler at 
106, Dylan at 132 and Alejandro at 152 lbs. This trio would take their 
talents to the floor of the Hershey Giant Center on Saturday, March 
13, 2021 bringing home three medals. Following a tough 2-1 loss in the 
semifinals, Tyler wrestled back in the 106 lb. consolation bracket to 
capture third place. For the third consecutive championship match 
(WPIALs, PIAA West Super Regional and PIAAs), Dylan Chappell 
faced off against his Hempfield opponent on center mat for the 132 lb. 
state title. And while Dylan’s fate would be different than the previous 
two meetings, his third consecutive PIAA runner-up medal is quite a 
feat for the Bucknell University bound recruit. The program’s leader in 
pins, Dylan will leave the program with three WPIAL titles and three 
PIAA runner-up medals. The final member of this outstanding trio of 
2021 is senior Alejandro Herrera-Rondon who brought home a 2021 
WPIAL and PIAA West Super Regional gold medal en route to winning 
his third state title. We commend this trio of talented student-athletes 
and wish all graduating seniors of our wrestling program the best 

of luck as they continue their academic and athletic careers at the 
collegiate level.

Wrestling Medalists from WPIAL & PIAA Championships:
• Tyler Chappell (106 lbs): WPIAL, 1st place; PIAA West Super 

Regional, 1st place, PIAA, 3rd place

• Dylan Chappell (132 lbs): WPIAL, 1st place; PIAA West Super 
Regional, 1st place, PIAA, 2nd place 

• Alejandro Herrera-Rondon (152 lbs): WPIAL, 1st place; PIAA West 
Super Regional, 1st place, PIAA, Champion 

In closing, while revised PIAA wrestling Team brackets only advanced 
District winners, the overall success of our 2020-21 Raider wrestling 
program was one for the books. The Raiders brought home their third 
consecutive WPIAL Team runner-up trophy and secured its fourth 
consecutive Team section title. For a year wrought with challenge 
and sacrifice, these student-athletes and coaches showed the resolve 
champions are made from. Congratulations, Raiders – you have made 
us all very proud!  

WPIAL Swimming & Diving Championships – One day, 
two trophies!
While our section-
winning Raider boys 
program lost an 
agonizingly close chase 
for a WPIAL title, falling 
to host Upper St. Clair 
276.5-275, the Seneca 
Valley Boys and Girls 
Swimming and Diving 
Teams were the only 
school to come away 
from the championships 
with two trophies as 
the girls team placed 
second overall, two 
spots up from last 
season’s fourth place 
position. Both teams benefitted early on securing points from the 
WPIAL Diving championships held the final weekend in February. The 
divers’ success and momentum carried into the swimming portion of 
the championships where SV crowned multiple WPIAL champions and 
brought home plenty of hardware.  

 (continued on page 20)
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

Junior Daniel Simoes was a double-gold winner, taking home 
individual goal in the 200 IM and helping secure 1st place in the boys 
400 Free Relay. Joining Simoes on the relay were classmate Kevin 
Donaldson and sophomores Gavin Blazer and Haihan Xu. Senior 
Edie Sawyer (Ohio University recruit) captured gold as the favorite 
in the girls 100 Breaststroke, breaking her own school record with a 
time of 1:04.20. Six Raider swimmers competed and medaled in the 
maximum-allowed four events including Gavin Blazer, Kendall Craig 
(Akron University recruit), Kevin Donaldson, Peri Gaguzis, Daniel 
Simoes and Haihan Xu.

In a record-setting 
season and the opening 
of our brand-new 
Aquatics Center, 
the Seneca Valley 
Swimming & Diving 
programs not only 
meet but continue to 
reestablish the standard 
of excellence in the 
pool. We congratulate 
our seniors on their accomplishments and wish them all well in their 
academic and athletic pursuits in college.

Medalists from WPIAL & PIAA Championships:
Boys team finished as WPIAL 
runner-up with 6 PIAA event 
qualifiers and 22 WPIAL medalists. 
Their final standing from PIAA AAA 
championships was fourth place. 
The list of medalists includes:

• 200 Medley Relay – 6th place 
(Connor Seeley, Haihan Xu, 
Gavin Blazer, Zach Lozowski)

• 200 Free – Kevin Donaldson, 
2nd place

• 200 IM – Daniel Simoes, 1st 
place; Haihan Xu, 3rd place

 • PIAA – Daniel Simoes, 2nd place

• 100 Fly – Gavin Blazer, 6th place 

• 100 Free – Daniel Simoes, 3rd place; Kevin Donaldson, 5th place

 • PIAA – Daniel Simoes, 2nd place

• 200 Free Relay – 3rd place (Daniel Simoes, Gavin Blazer, Zach 
Lozowski, Kevin Donaldson)

 • PIAA – 4th Place (Daniel Simoes, Gavin Blazer, Haihan Xu, 
Kevin Donaldson)

• 100 Breaststroke – Haihan Xu, 3rd place

 • PIAA – 7th place

• 400 Free Relay – 1st place (Kevin Donaldson, Gavin Blazer, 
Haihan Xu, Daniel Simoes)

 • PIAA – 2nd place (Kevin Donaldson, Gavin Blazer, Zach 
Lozowski, Daniel Simoes)

• Diving – Trevor Elliott, 3rd place; Jeremiah Laslavic, 5th place; Matt 
Laslavic, 6th place

Girls team finished as WPIAL 
runner-up with 5 PIAA event 
qualifiers and 19 WPIAL medalists. 
The list of medalists includes:

• 200 Medley Relay – 2nd place 
(Ria Dietz, Edie Sawyer, Kendall 
Craig, Peri Gaguzis)

 • PIAA – 5th place

• 200 IM – Kendall Craig, 4th 

place; Peri Gaguzis, 5th place

• 100 Fly – Ria Dietz, 4th place

• 200 Free Relay – 3rd place 
(Kendall Craig, Edie Sawyer, Bella Stefanowicz, Peri Gaguzis)

• 100 Free – Kendall Craig, 8th place

• 500 Free – Peri Gaguzis, 2nd place

 • PIAA – 5th place

• 100 Backstroke – Ria Dietz, 2nd place

• 100 Breaststroke – Edie Sawyer, 1st place

• 400 Free Relay – 5th place (Bella Kling, Kristen Bedell, Abby 
Perry, Bella Stefanowicz)

• Diving – Ashley Felitsky, 4th place; Rylie Smith, 7th place 

(continued from page 19)
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SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION 

JOIN US! 
The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF) is 
excited to announce that this year’s Gift of 
Hope Golf Classic has been scheduled for 
Thursday, Aug. 5. After having to adjust 
plans in 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis, this 
year’s highly anticipated event will be nothing 
short of tee-rific! Anyone interested in 
getting on the greens to support our largest 
fundraiser of the year is asked to contact 
Annie Mersing, SVF Development, via email 
at mersingam@svsd.net. We are currently 
seeking sponsorships and silent auction 
items. Registration information will be shared 
once finalized. 

SWAG SIGHTING 
Who knew that giving back could look so good? Seen here is Rowan 
Elementary School’s Food Service Staff showing off their Raider Pride 
in their new #SVTogether T-Shirts. The recent “Merch Madness” sale of 
SV swag raised almost $1,300 for the Foundation! Thanks to everyone 
who purchased apparel in support of SVF. 

From front to back: Emerald Willis, Heather Darak, Valarie Wearing, 
and Jean Cook.  

FOUNDATION SPIRIT NIGHT 
Chipotle has spirit! 
Our next SVF Spirit 
Night be will be 
held at Chipotle 
(20024 Route 19, 
Cranberry Twp.) 
from 4-8 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 
April 28. Order 
online using code H6JTELP or simply tell the 
cashier you are supporting the Seneca Valley 
Foundation and 33% of proceeds will be 
donated to us. Dinner plans - done! 

HELP THE CAUSE 
Help us, help them. Donations to the Seneca Valley Foundation help 
our students, teachers and staff. From genetics lab equipment, to 
outdoor learning spaces, to senior class extras. Every dollar you 
donate supports our mission of providing “The Gift of Hope and 
the Promise of Excellence.” Contributions made in honor of an 
outstanding teacher is a great way to show your appreciation. Click 
here to donate online https://www.mightycause.com/donate/
Seneca-Valley-Foundation. Checks can be made payable to the SV 
Foundation and sent to the District’s Central Office at 124 Seneca 
School Rd., Harmony, Pa. 16037. 

SV Senior Antonio Amelio works in the Genetics Lab.

mailto:mersingam@svsd.net
https://www.mightycause.com/donate/Seneca-Valley-Foundation
https://www.mightycause.com/donate/Seneca-Valley-Foundation
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NEWS AND EVENTS

‘I LED THE PLEDGE’ 
The March Seneca Valley School Board Meetings 
featured John Visoiu, a fourth grader from Haine 
Elementary School (pictured top right), and Sarah Choi,  
a third grader from Evans City Elementary, as they led the 
Board and public in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance.”

Both students were nominated by their building 
administration to represent their grade, and both did 
an outstanding job! Mr. Visoiu and Miss Choi were 
rewarded for their efforts with an “I Led the Pledge” 
shirt, medal and SV spirit wear.

We are pleased to continue the tradition of inviting 
elementary students from Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools 
to lead the members of the School Board and public 
in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance” at both the work 
session and regular board meetings.

**Please note: Both photos were taken while more than 
six feet from the photographer - and others - and only 
briefly removed their masks for the picture. Additionally, 
please know “The Pledge of Allegiance” was recited 
while they were socially distanced and, again, wearing a 
mask. 

SV ALL STAR
We are pleased to 
introduce a new 
recognition program 
for our staff! The SV 
All-Star Club was 
developed to express 
our gratitude to Seneca 
Valley classified 
employees (secretaries, 
paraprofessionals, 
maintenance, cafeteria) 
and bus drivers who 
are often the unsung 
heroes of our schools. 
We intend to recognize 
a new member of this 
elite all-star club each 
month. This month, our 
inaugural member is Stan Heffner, a bus driver who 
often goes above and beyond in his role as a driver for 
Seneca Valley and an employee of ABC Transit.

According to Jim Pearson, SV transportation director, 
Mr. Heffner is a model bus driver for his peers as well 
as a role model for his students. Early in his first years 
at Seneca Valley, he faced some stressful situations 
that he handled with the utmost professionalism. Mr. 
Heffner, who lives in Kittanning, rises every day at 3 
a.m. to make the drive to the garage and get his bus 
ready for the day. People always ask Mr. Heffner why 
he would do this. His reply is, simply, “it’s for the kids!”

Seneca Valley has a driver’s shortage, as do most 
schools across the country. But Mr. Heffner says if 
people knew how great it is to be a school bus driver, 
they would sign up right away. “He is one of those 
drivers who makes a big impact on the students he 
sees every day,” said Mr. Pearson.

Congratulations to Mr. Heffner, SV’s first All-Star  
Club Member! 

THE WOW FACTOR – SOCIAL MEDIA EDITION 
Check out our latest feature, “The Wow Factor,” that highlights 
testimonials from parents, residents and community members. 

“Seneca Valley administrators, to teachers, Secretaries, Para’s 
Custodial staff, Psych, Nurses, Counselors, Principles etc. all deserve 
extra recognition, for all they did during the sometimes daily changing environment, 
in this year of Covid. Thank you ALL.” – Comment from March 2 post

“Love our SV team of teachers and how they have risen to the challenge.” 
– Comment from March 4 post

“Thank you to the amazing cafeteria workers and volunteers who have fed our kids 
over the last year!” – Comment from March 8 post 

STAFF OF SV 
Be sure to check out the latest 
Staff of SV, a light-hearted feature 
that was created to share with our 
followers the more human-interest side of our staff 
that parents and students don’t always get to see. 

This month features Haine Middle School Fifth Grade 
Teacher Anabel Hopkins. To read more about her 
love for Italy and her parents visit www.svsd.net/
StaffofSV. 

http://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV
http://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

ALUMNI Q & A
Elizabeth (Matchett) Freimuth, 
a 1992 Seneca Valley Graduate 
is currently the principal horn 
of the Cincinnati Symphony and 
Pops Orchestras. We asked her 
to catch us up on what she is 
doing and how Seneca Valley 
influenced her life and career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what 
you’re doing today:
A: I’m a professional classical 
musician and for the past 15 
years, I have held the position 
of Principal Horn (French horn) 
of the Cincinnati Symphony and 
Pops Orchestras. I also teach as an adjunct instructor (French horn) 
at the University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music. In 
the summers, I also spend a few weeks teaching at the Brevard 
Music Center Music Festival in Brevard, North Carolina. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: I’ve been married to Ben Freimuth for almost 22 years. Ben is 
also a musician (clarinetist) and a Realtor. We have two daughters 
(Stella - 9, Lily - 7), and a black lab (Pepper), a golden retriever 
(Roni) and a purebred Ragdoll cat named Pizza - “PepperRoni 
Pizza” - get it?! We have lived all over the country including 
Houston, Denver, Salt Lake City, Kansas City and San Francisco 
before coming to Cincinnati 15 years ago. We love Cincinnati as it’s 
so similar to Pittsburgh with the rivers, bridges and communities 
surrounding the city. We do get less snow though :-)

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: People are usually surprised to know that being a member of a 
professional orchestra is a full-time job. We give multiple concerts 
every week with completely new repertoire that we rehearse for 
about 3-4 days. It’s very demanding so we must spend a lot of 
time honing our craft in order to get these jobs and daily practice 
at home is also a large part of our job preparation. On average, a 
professional orchestra will listen to 50-100 people play in multiple 
rounds of an audition for one opening before deciding if they want 
to hire any of those candidates for the available position. Orchestra 
positions are tenure track (like educators) and for obvious reasons, 
the most prestigious orchestras don’t have a lot of personnel turn 
over because they are great jobs for the few that can get them. I 
consider myself incredibly blessed. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are 
today, both personally and professionally?
A: My time at Seneca Valley provided me with many opportunities 
to be challenged and perform in ways on and off the horn. As 
early as fifth grade, I was playing solos in band concerts with large 
audiences. In sixth grade, our class had a weekly news program 

on SVTV produced, filmed, 
researched and performed 
exclusively by the students. 
When I was in high school, I 
performed on stage in a few 
musical productions - acting, 
singing and dancing. I had many 
opportunities in the Seneca 
Valley band program to perform 
and compete in ensemble 
competitions and every year 
I had multiple experiences 
auditioning for district, regional, 
all-state and honors bands. All 
of these experiences required 
me to prepare and then perform 
at my best in a given moment 
in front of an audience. To this 
day, I do not like public speaking, 
but I’ve learned how to perform despite how I feel. I’d rather play 
my horn in front of an audience of thousands than speak to an 
audience of 10, but a good performer just learns to deliver their 
preparation. I’m so grateful that I had teachers and mentors at 
Seneca Valley who saw my potential and encouraged me to do 
these challenging and sometimes uncomfortable things in order 
for me to realize my potential and build the personal character and 
mental toughness that has carried me through my professional life. 
I’m also very fortunate that my own Dad was one of these most 
influential mentors and teachers (Robert Matchett - spearheaded 
the Seneca Valley band program and led the program for 37 years 
before his retirement. The program was taken over and even 
expanded by my brother Bob Matchett who has been the head 
band director for more than 20 years). 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to 
learn and grow?
A: When I reflect on my time at Seneca, I remember feeling safe, 
challenged, encouraged and “seen.” I think those are very unique 
and special qualities for a student to feel at a large school. I’m 
certain that I had these feelings because I was “plugged in” with the 
music program but the fact that there were so many opportunities 
for me (or any student) to be highly connected and have these 
experiences is very special. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: I would be remiss if I didn’t say my Dad was my favorite teacher 
at Seneca Valley! However, additionally, I loved many teachers 
outside of the music program. Notably, “Doc” MacDonald - Biology, 
Mr. Allen - English, and my gifted program mentor, Mrs. McAfee. 
Each of them taught with insight and character that really 
connected with me.

 (continued on page 24)
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Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at 
Seneca Valley?
A: I have so many great memories from my high school years - 
band trips, dances, musicals, field trips, football games, etc. But 
my most vivid memories usually include something ridiculous that I 
was doing in an effort to entertain people. One funny memory was 
when I was a member of the cast of “Damn Yankees” - I was Doris, a 
bitty old lady who was best friends with her sister named “Sister” - 
they were quite a cheeky pair of old hens! To be funny and see what 
would happen, my good friend Holly Hartzell (who was “Sister”) 
and I decided to throw a mock campaign for that year’s prom court 
“Sister and Doris for Prom Court” - we walked the halls in costume 
and in character a few mornings carrying signs, wearing buttons 
and passing out fliers. It was very funny and really more of an effort 
to entertain or simply promote the upcoming musical production. 

The most ridiculous part was that I actually was elected to prom 
court. It was fun, but I did not go to the prom as my character 
Doris (nor did I) get elected as “Prom Queen”! I’ve always loved 
entertaining people and although it’s not my job to make people 
laugh, I am a type of professional entertainer! 

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: If I had one message to my former teachers at Seneca, I would 
want to say “thank you”- thank you for seeing me! I think that’s the 
most important feeling a student can have - to be seen for who 
they are and who they can become.

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley?
A: Seneca Valley is unique - it’s a relatively large school that 
has diversity combined with small town hospitality and values. 
The tradition of excellence runs deep and never forget that SV 
Band “Roars!” 

BC3Bound

Apply to BC3 for FREE 
on designated dates. 
Use code BC3Bound2021

Schedule Now! Visit bc3.edu/bc3bound

In-Person Tour & Faculty Q & A

Business & Management
March 30 & 31

 

Computer Technology
April 6 & 7

 

Health Care
April 13 & 14

 

Education & Social Sciences
April 20 & 21

 

STEM
April 27 & 28

 

Public Safety & Security
May 4 & 5

Main Campus
Virtual Visit or In-Person Tour

Cranberry

April 6 & 7
 

April 13 & 14
 

April 20 & 21
 

April 27 & 28
 

(continued from page 21) 
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SCHOOL WORRIES? IDEAS TO HELP By Delaney Ruston, MD

As I continue to hear from parents all 
over the country about their fears and 
frustrations about their childrens’ current 
school situation, I feel compelled to share 
some solutions.

First, consider employing this mental 
Jiu-Jitsu: radical acceptance that school 
right now is different and, for some, not so 
great. It just is. Radical acceptance requires 
fully accepting the situation. 

When I was going through a hard time, a 
therapist I saw taught me this term, and 
I was amazed at how helpful it could be. 
When I found myself spinning in fear and 
sadness, I would say to myself, “radical 
acceptance, this is just the way it is for right 
now.” This thought would immediately 
lower my emotional state from a 10 to a 
bearable four or so. Later, when my feelings 
re-plummeted, I would silently repeat, 
“radical acceptance, radical acceptance.” 

Whenever I said this to myself, I noticed 
that I experienced waves of feelings of 
connectedness — connection to all people 
struggling. It sounds a little woo-woo, I 
know, but somehow it helped comfort me 
and not feel so alone. 

Radical acceptance does not mean radical 
inertia. Not at all. We can radically accept 
that schools all over are challenged, AND we 
can continue to think creatively about the 
new learning opportunities that can happen 
in our homes right now. 

I have been thinking a lot about ways we 
can supplement our children’s learning this 
spring. Here are ideas in the form of three 
“Home Mini-Courses” you might want to 
experiment with: 

Policy Makers 101
Set the stage by having your child 
brainstorm what policy-making they have 
done in their lives and probably didn’t 
even notice. Do they have a policy around 
wanting people to ask before they borrow 
their clothes? Do they have a personal 
policy that if a good friend contacts them, 
they will respond within a day, an hour, or 
even 10 seconds?! 

SMART CORNER

And now, widening the lens to national 
policy issues, you might ask, what types of 
policies should be in place for Facebook, 
including its Instagram brand? For TikTok? 
And the list goes on. I will let you, “parent/
teacher,” choose a specific topic to lead your 
seminar. After all, the more interested we 
are as the “teacher/sage,” the more fun the 
whole discussion will be. 

Recently my son noted how few classes his 
college taught regarding policy and the tech 
industry even though his college has a big 
tech focus. This topic is a great area in which 
to engage our kids and get them thinking 
of ideas.

Human Bio 101
This one popped into my head because just 
this week, after way too long, I had a Zoom 
reunion with my two college roommates, 
both of whom were Human Biology majors. 
In the same week, my girlfriend of 30 years, 
a brain scientist, highly recommended the 
documentary “Human Nature.” I watched it 
with much delight with my daughter Tessa 
last night. 

“Human Nature” explores the scientific 
revolution that has started with the advent 
of CRISPR. This film is appropriate for middle 
school age and up. Any age can see it, but 
many details will go over the younger ones’ 
heads — but it is still visually fascinating. This 
film includes a wonderful young boy who 

shares his experience with sickle cell disease. 
Consider watching the film in sections over 
a few nights and have talks about the topics 
in between. 

In terms of human biology, Screenagers 
“NEXT CHAPTER” fits the bill perfectly as 
well. The film explores the emotional and 
social challenges our kids face in our digital 
age and how we can best support them in 
these times. Kids age 11 and up resonate so 
much with the film, and the discussions they 
dive into after seeing the film make it great 
for a Human Bio course. 

You may also want to check out, “No Impact 
Man,” a film about a family trying to go a 
year in New York giving up electricity and 
much more to curb their environmental 
impact — extreme, but that is why it makes 
for good course material. 

App Development 101
This weekend I updated my computer, and 
the first screen that appeared was a long 
list of recommended apps. What kinds 
of apps do our kids think need inventing 
or reworking?

This brain teaser requires them to put on 
their innovation, design, engineering and 
user interface caps.

When seeing all these apps, I paid most 
attention to the school and student category. 

 (continued on page 26)



Seneca Valley | March 2021Page 26

SMART CORNER

Not surprisingly, there are a host of new ones 
that help people learn to code. If your child is 
not the one percenter, who says, “Gee, I am 
so excited to get up early this morning and 
teach myself coding,” will they do 15 minutes 
with you once a week for a month? Just 
even talk about some of the names of the 
languages of coding. Any time we can get 
our kids to think about being a producer, not 
only a consumer of our tech revolution, their 
thinking gets expanded in meaningful ways. 

I am jazzed to have discovered a learning 
app called Preply. The app connects people 
to native language tutors at very affordable 

prices. Learning languages is a great passion 
of mine, and over the years, I have learned 
to speak four aside from English. Now 
weekly, via Preply, I have a thirty-minute 
conversation with Anushree to keep up my 
Hindi (and since I do this via my phone, I go 
for a walk at the same time). 

Maybe your child wants to try out a language 
tutor? If not, perhaps you do, and your child 
will hear you talking with your tutor. 

Ideas to get the conversation started: 

1. What is an example of a policy that a tech 
company should adopt? 

2. What concerns do you have about the 
ability to alter our genetic makeup?

3. What categories of apps would you 
want to work in if you worked as an app 
developer — health and fitness? Social? 
News? Sports? Etc.

4. We are in this tech revolution, and yet, 
it surprises me that language education 
in schools is essentially the same as it 
has always been. How would you make 
language classes better? 

Articles and photo provided by 
Screenagers. 

 (continued from page 25) 
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LINK IT

• ‘Grab ‘n Go’ meals are now being offered at SV. Learn more here. 

• For our current district dates in PDF form, the 2020-21 SV At-A-Glance 
Calendar can be found at this link.

• Click here for the Health Screening Tool. 

• The outbreak of COVID-19 is a stressful time, especially for many of our students. 
To better help teenagers cope, the CDC recently developed a new series of 
resources for teens, including videos, social media graphics, and posters. 
In addition, coping information for children, adults and families can also be 
accessed at this link. 

• We know these unprecedented times are a struggle for many in our 
community. If you would like to donate your time and/or resources, please 
click on and complete the “I Want to Help” survey. If you are in need of 
assistance, please click and submit the survey form under “I Need Help.”

• High-quality health care coverage from CHIP covers uninsured children and teens up to age 19. Learn more here. 

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

• Seneca Valley Basketball Player Sydney Ring is inspiring others on and off the court

• Seneca Valley Senior High School (SHS) Student Council needs your help! They are hosting a Raiderthon Dodgeball 
tournament on April 16, in hopes of raising money for Miracle League of Southwestern PA. To donate, visit: https://www.
gofundme.com/f/raiderthon-dodgeball-2021. 

HELP THE SV CLASS OF 2021 
Do you want to make the class of 2021’s graduation 
more memorable? If so, keep reading! Raider Crate, 
a subscription box made for students by students, 
is starting pre-sales on a special graduation box. 
They think the seniors deserve something special, 
especially after the year they’ve had. Each crate will 
have special items in it—like a Seneca Valley-themed 
subscription box. Their goal is to get sponsors for 

each box, so each senior can receive one when they 
graduate. This crate is $20. Five dollars from every 
crate will go toward giving the seniors a better 
graduation experience. Pre-sales are open now! Visit 
https://www.raidercrate.org/shop to learn more. 

SUPPORTING EQUALITY 

Students at Seneca Valley value diversity. They 
advocate for equality and justice, and they want 
to show it. And thus began the creation of Social 
Handprints Overcoming Unjust Treatment (SHOUT), 
a regional student-led organization dedicated to 
replacing derogatory actions with uplifting actions. 
SHOUT knows their community is 
larger than the students that sit on 
the advisory board, which is why 
they’ve partnered with Raider Crate, 
a subscription box made for students 
by students, to help students show 
their support for diversity, equity, 
inclusion and social justice.

This special crate is only $15 and 
contains content that promotes 
diversity in our community, 
including the book “This Book is 
Anti-Racist,” as well as experiences 
partnered with local diversely-owned businesses and wearables that show 
you are part of the movement. If you want to show your support, order your 
SHOUT Raider Crate today at https://www.raidercrate.org.

To learn more, be sure to check out their Instagram pages @raidercrate and 
@sv_shout. 

https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51162&PageID=1
https://www.svsd.net/Page/23986
https://www.svsd.net/Page/23986
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/2406/Parent Screening Tool Flow Chart.pdf
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=20740&dataid=49457&FileName=CHIP%20School%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raiderthon-dodgeball-2021
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raiderthon-dodgeball-2021
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raiderthon-dodgeball-2021
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raiderthon-dodgeball-2021
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raidercrate.org%2Fshop%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1IQ3L4FbWQ9ycucADUhN3bnHmXcerLjEmTQEUKcc3VFzq3BSpWtP9ve7I&h=AT3Ksk_-YPg0McdRXHuy_tgTkbjMDtW3IIbj-pnN-Yhi5rwpUFSgyEYM8igenboEKlBWKx-BAcg7STXA67OomGG8jSXO-46n-c3UfmeFtO-Y-jdGGSOyJ3RoYDcPgf8A&__tn__=-UK*F&c%5b0%5d=AT2HgDoMvFnLTlhTqadbob2qg7GkXa1a--ULtSyooe3AD6rkVXzu5u4sPed4bh_yQz9cZtJtvdkybVrFipOa3o16KK89n8dyNLL8kneVpFaXRZv8zbz4idWMUkH88qQqTXJXArLBq5yZ9xwsisu5XtdpVr8VKyD1vMOfzdzXANidMegMXRSVdWtASen69RUuAQCFMp4
https://www.raidercrate.org/
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Drivers are needed for school, field trips and sporting events.

Go to  

www.svsd.net/DriveForSV  
to learn more and apply.

Looking for a way to serve the community?

Join the  
Seneca Valley Team  

and become a bus driver!
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Drivers are needed for school, field trips and sporting events.

Go to  

www.svsd.net/DriveForSV  
to learn more and apply.

Looking for a way to serve the community?

Join the  
Seneca Valley Team  

and become a bus driver!

Join the  
Seneca Valley Team  

and become a bus driver!

www.svsd.net/DriveForSV

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CranberryDQ
https://funforeall.com/careers
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GET AN INSIDE LOOK AT  
LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY!

• Take a campus tour
• Learn about our high-demand and creative majors

• Hear from current students and staff
• Meet admissions counselors

• Find out how to apply and pay for college

EACH NIGHT FEATURES DIFFERENT MAJORS.  
VIEW THE SCHEDULE AND REGISTER AT  

laroche.edu/previewnights

PREVIEW
NIGHTS
ON-CAMPUS

APRIL 13-15

APRIL 13-15  |  5:30-7:30 P.M.





 

All equipment is provided at NO COST to families that meet the program’s eligibility requirements. 

 
 
 
 
Variety’s My Bike® Program, My Stroller® Program, & My Voice® Program: 

 
 
 
 

                     
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“There are just a few things making him very happy in his world 
and riding bike is absolutely on top of the list! Today means 
happiness because although my son cannot walk anymore,  

he loves riding his bike… It’s the thing that gives him the most 
happiness.” -Ahmet and Stephanie, parents of Adem (left) 

"Camryn loves to be on the go, but she wears out quickly even if 
it is only around a block. An adaptive stroller will keep her safe 
in crowds and places unknown to Camryn, and it will provide 
our family with great freedom to do things, see places, and 

create memories as a family.” -Rosanne, mother of Camryn (right) 

After Levi (above) got his new device, his grandmother Sharia told us, “He was very excited to connect with something 
familiar and supportive from his physical school setting. ‘Go get your words’ and ‘Use your voice’ are becoming 

welcome phrases at home, and our family can't adequately express in words our gratitude." 

Variety’s My Bike® Program currently provides eligible  
children with disabilities with a Rifton adaptive bicycle (with Rifton 
accessories) that is individually customized, so they may have the 

freedom of a bike and the joy of riding alongside friends and family. 

Variety’s My Stroller® Program 
currently provides a Kid Kart® 
Mighty Lite adaptive stroller to 

eligible kids to use for “on-the-go” 
mobility or general safety/inclusion 

in the community. NOT your typical 
toddler stroller, but equipment to 
let families stroll together without 

worry. With an adaptive stroller, kids 
are no longer isolated, and it has an 
immediate impact on their lives. For 

others, a child might need an 
adaptive stroller to stay safe and 

secure while out in the community. 

Variety’s My Voice® Program provides a 
communication device (i.e., a restricted iPad with a 
prescribed communication app) to eligible children 

with a communication disorder to give them a 
voice at all times – and enable kids to express 

their thoughts, feelings, wants, and needs. 
 

 



 
What is Variety – the Children’s Charity? 

• Variety – the Children’s Charity provides children with disabilities unique programs, experiences, and equipment,  
so they may live life to the fullest and not be left out, left behind, or excluded.  

 
 

When did it begin?  
• Variety’s My Bike® Program kicked off in Western Pennsylvania on November 5, 2012, and the success My Bike® 

Program led to the creation of Variety’s My Stroller® Program and My Voice® Program on November 14, 2014.  
More than 4,000 adaptive bikes, adaptive strollers, and communication devices have been presented to eligible  
kids since November 5, 2012 (that’s more than $6 million worth of equipment). 

 
 

Who is eligible for Variety’s programs? 
• Quick Review:  Variety’s adaptive equipment programs serve children and youth who have a documented  

mental, physical, or sensory disability; reside in Variety’s 71-county service area; are 3 through 21 years of  
age; meet the income guidelines; as well as the other eligibility requirements outlined in the application. 
 

• Income Guidelines:  An applicant’s household income must meet the program’s income guidelines that include:   
2 household members (below $87,100); 3 household members (below $109,800); 4 household members (below 
$132,500); 5 household members (below $155,200); 6 household members (below $177,900); 7 household 
members (below $200,600); 8 household members (below $223,300); 9 household members ($246,000).  
 

As information, families who have a child with disabilities typically experience greater expenses due to medical 
costs, therapy appointments, adaptive equipment, medications, and a variety of other needs or circumstances. 
 

All equipment is provided at NO COST to families that meet the program’s eligibility requirements.  
  

• Service Area:  Variety serves 59 counties in Pennsylvania:  Adams, Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, 
Blair, Bradford, Butler, Cambria, Cameron, Carbon, Centre, Clarion, Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Elk, Erie, Fayette, Forest, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, Huntingdon, Indiana, Jefferson, Juniata, 
Lackawanna, Lawrence, Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, McKean, Mercer, Mifflin, Monroe, Montour, Northampton, 
Northumberland, Perry, Pike, Potter, Schuylkill, Somerset, Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Venango, 
Warren, Washington, Wayne, Westmoreland, Wyoming, and York.; and 12 counties in West Virginia:  Barbour,  
Brooke, Doddridge, Hancock, Harrison, Marion, Marshall, Monongalia, Ohio, Preston, Taylor, and Wetzel. 

 
 

How does someone apply to Variety programs?  
• Complete an application online at www.varietypittsburgh.org/applynow (one can be printed here as well), or contact 

Variety to have one mailed to you (call 724-933-0460 or email info@varietypittsburgh.org). Eligible families can  
apply for more than one piece of equipment if their child can benefit – you do not need to choose just one.  
 
 

How much does it cost to sponsor equipment & how can someone donate? 
• The cost to sponsor one adaptive bike is $1,800, one adaptive stroller is $1,500, and one communication device  

is $1,200. Donations can be given online (www.varietypittsburgh.org/donate), or by mailing a check made payable to 
Variety and mailed to the address below (note - your donation can be designated to a specific county or program). 
 

• Our My Voice® Program is financed {in part} by a grant from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department  
of Community and Economic Development as well as generously funded by community donations. 

 
 
 
 
 

VARIETY IS SEEKING TO IDENTIFY ELIGIBLE  
CHILDREN FOR ALL PROGRAMS. 

 
 
 
 

        @VarietyPittsburgh                    @VarietyKids                    @VarietyKids                    @VarietyTent1 
 

11279 Perry Highway, Suite 512 | Wexford, PA 15090 | Phone: (724) 933-0460 | Fax: (724) 933-0466 | www.varietypittsburgh.org 
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