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FEELING GRATEFUL
SV third grade students in Rachel Johnson’s classroom at Haine 
Elementary created feathers for a gratitude-themed turkey 
bulletin board. Each student contributed beautifully decorated 
feathers with who or what they are thankful for in life. 

This upcoming holiday reminds us to be thankful for all that we have in our lives. From 
all of us here at Seneca Valley, we wish you a Happy Thanksgiving!  

The Seneca Valley School District recently 
announced that the high schools, grades 
9-12, have earned accreditation by the 
Middle States Association Commissions 
on Elementary and Secondary Schools, 
a worldwide leader in accreditation and 
continuous school improvement. 

“The middle states process is very 
important because it is a panel of educators 
who have no connection to our district, 
and after an intensive review, are able to 
create a comprehensive picture of our 9-12 
high school and determined that we are 
worthy of the credential,” said Robert Ceh, 
senior high school principal. “While the 
accreditation is an important credential that 

Mr. Robert Ceh, Seneca Valley Senior High 
School Principal, and Dr. Matt Delp, Seneca 
Valley Intermediate High School Principal.

SV JUNIOR EARNS 
PERFECT ACT SCORE   
David Choi, son of Sihyuk Choi and Soojin 
Kim, and a junior at Seneca Valley Senior 
High School, earned the highest possible 
ACT composite score of 36.

SV Junior David Choi (second in from 
right) was honored with a Certificate of 
Recognition by the Seneca Valley School 
Board during the Nov. 4 Board Meeting. 
Pictured with him (L-R) is Seneca Valley 
School Board President Mr. Jim Nickel; 
Soojin Kim, David’s mother; and Seneca 
Valley Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy 
Vitale (far right).

Only around two-tenths of 1% of students 
who take the ACT earn a top score. In the 
U.S. high school graduating class of 2018, 
only 3,741 out of more than 1.9 million 
graduates who took the ACT earned a top 
composite score of 36.  (continued on page 3)

stands behind our diplomas and transcripts, 
it is more important as a validation of the 
education that we are providing and the 
goals for our future.”  (continued on page 3) 

continued from page 1

www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
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HONORING OUR VETERANS   
At Seneca Valley, we are grateful for our 
military service personnel past and present, 
and the families who support them. Several 
activities recently took place to recognize 
our Veterans.

Specifically, Evans City Middle School 
honored Veterans at a special tribute on Nov. 
8 that included SV’s Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC) Color Guard, musical 
performances, poetry/essay readings and 
keynote speaker Army Maj. Walter Level. 

Evans City Elementary (ECE) School first 
graders welcomed Sgt. Sara Scarpino, who 
honorably served in the Army over the 
past 20 years. Sgt. Scarpino was a squad 
leader, in the military police, deployed to 
Iraq and earned multiple military medals. 
During her visit, she spoke to students 
about her service. 

Additionally, 45 SV JROTC Cadets 
participated in several events to support 
Veterans across the region on Nov. 11. The day 
began with JROTC members marching in the 
Butler Veterans Day Parade, followed by the 
cadets conducting a joint Color Guard at the 
National Cemetery of the Alleghenies, and 
another joint Color Guard at Sherwood Oaks.

Finally, CVE planned a Veterans Appreciation 
Program for local Veterans and active-duty 
soldiers on Nov. 12. To see more from the 
event, watch this video here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=618Mg85-DPY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=618Mg85-DPY&feature=youtu.be
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SV JROTC NAMED 2019-20 ‘HONOR UNIT WITH DISTINCTION’ 
The Seneca Valley Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC) has been named a 
2019-20 “Honor Unit with Distinction” by the 
U.S. Department of the Army. 

The Department of the Army presented this 
award to JROTC units that maintained an 
exceptionally high standard of performance 
during the 2018-19 school year. 

“Your JROTC Program’s designation of ‘Honor 
Unit with Distinction’ represents a significant 
achievement and your unit is commended for 
a job well done,” stated Brenda Gainey, chief 
of the JROTC Second Brigade. “I congratulate 
the students and faculty for their excellent 

support of their JROTC program.” 

In order to receive the award, a JROTC unit 
must undergo a two-part evaluation process: 
a formal inspection and a unit report. The 
Department of the Army announced that the 
Seneca Valley JROTC is part of an elite group 
that achieved this status out of over 1,700 
Army JROTC programs across the nation. 

“The designation of ‘Honor Unit with 
Distinction’ is the highest award an Army 
JROTC Battalion can receive,” said Senior 
Army JROTC Instructor (retired) Maj. Rick 
Coleman. “This outstanding achievement 
could not have happened without the 

full support of the Seneca Valley Cadets, 
teachers and administrators. It takes 
tremendous effort and dedication from 
Seneca Valley JROTC Cadets to conduct a 
top notch JROTC program.”

The Seneca Valley JROTC was given 
permanent orders and an “Honor Unit with 
Distinction” certificate from the Department 
of the Army. 

NEWS AND EVENTS

SV JUNIOR EARNS PERFECT 
ACT SCORE continued from page 1

The ACT consists of tests in English, 
mathematics, reading and science, each 
scored on a scale of 1–36. A student’s 
composite score is the average of the four 
test scores. The score for ACT’s optional 
writing test is reported separately and is not 
included within the ACT composite score.

In a letter to the student recognizing this 
exceptional achievement, ACT CEO Marten 
Roorda stated, “Your achievement on the 
ACT is significant and rare. Your exceptional 
scores will provide any college or university 
with ample evidence of your readiness for the 
academic rigors that lie ahead.”

The ACT is a curriculum-based achievement 
exam that measures what students have 
learned in school. Students who earn a 36 
composite score have likely mastered all of 
the skills and knowledge they will need to 
succeed in first-year college courses in the 
core subject areas.

“I’m happy that I got such a high score,” said 
Mr. Choi. “Right now, I’m working on gaining 
relevant experience in computer science, and 
I’m hoping to pursue a competitive school in 
the future.”

SENECA VALLEY EARNS MIDDLE STATES ACCREDITATION 
continued from page 1

president of the Middle States Association 
Commissions on Elementary and Secondary 
Schools. “Middle States accredited schools 
benefit from the power of peer review and 
should be commended for their commitment 
to collaboration, growth and advancing 
student achievement.”   

Seneca Valley Senior High School, grades 
11-12, and Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School, grades 9-10, have a combined 
student population of 2,344 students. The 
accreditation process at Seneca Valley was 
teacher driven and headed up by a team 
of secondary teachers, including Veronica 
Mortier, Denise Heiligenstein, Rachel 
McGourty and Amanda Weir.

The Middle States Association, 
which is based out of Philadelphia, 
is the worldwide leader in accreditation and 
school improvement. For over 125 years, 
Middle States has been helping school leaders 
establish and reach their goals, develop 
strategic plans, promote staff development 
and advance student achievement. With more 
than 2,500 accredited schools and school 
systems in 34 states and over 100 countries, 
MSA-CESS is proud of its continuing legacy and 
its ongoing innovations to meet the challenges 
of improving education in the 21st century. For 
more information visit www.msa-cess.org. 

Accreditation is a multifaceted evaluation 
process that schools and school systems 
voluntarily use to demonstrate they are 
meeting a defined set of research-based 
performance standards. The 12 Middle 
States Standards for Accreditation are: 
mission; governance and leadership; school 
improvement planning; finances; facilities; 
school organization and staff; health and 
safety; educational program; assessment and 
evidence of student learning; student services; 
student life and activities, and information 
resources. 

The accreditation process begins with a self-
study that is conducted by the school or school 
system and requires input from school leaders, 
teachers, parents and students. Following 
the self-study, a team of volunteer educators 
from Middle States member schools conducts 
an on-site peer review visit to observe school 
operations and interview various stakeholders. 

The visiting team makes its recommendation 
to the Middle States Association Commissions, 
which votes on the accreditation. 

“The Middle States accreditation process brings 
together school leaders, teachers, parents 
and students to develop a strategic plan for 
the future that is built upon continuous school 
improvement,” said Lisa Marie McCauley, Ed.D., 

ACT scores are accepted by all major four-year 
colleges and universities across the US. 
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EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY  
Haine Elementary students in 
Sharon McSwaney’s second 
grade class (aka the Top Dogs) 
celebrated National Make a Dog’s 
Day on Oct. 22. The animal lovers 

generously donated food, toys 
and treats for the dogs at Animal 
Friends. They also made a dog 
craft and read dog books on their 
laptops to dog stuffed animals. 

LEARNING ACCEPTANCE 
Kindergarten students at Rowan 
Elementary recently visited with 
students from Easterseals and 
participated in a Disabilities 
Awareness Program.

During this program, students 
learned about different 
disabilities and had the 
opportunity to practice reading 
Braille, using a wheelchair, 
crutches and a walker.

Later in the month, additional 
kindergarten classrooms 
visited Easterseals. While there, 

FALL FUN
CVE students and their families 
enjoyed pumpkin decorating, 
scary stories and hands-on 
science experiments at the 
school’s annual Fall Family Night 
on Oct. 24. 

students learned about topics 
addressing issues of acceptance 
and sensitivity for children 
with disabilities.

“Together with the Easterseals’ 
students, our students will 
participate in various hands-on 
activities that will allow children 
to embrace a supportive 
environment while having fun,” 
stated Rowan Elementary School 
Counselor Lauren O’Donnell.

The Easterseals school program 
specializes in providing 
quality individualized special 
education and therapy services 
to children ages three through 
five diagnosed with Autism and 
multiple disabilities. FILLING THE BUCKET 

Students in Gabriella DeSimone’s 
third grade class at Rowan 
Elementary are filling their 
buckets – with positivity! 

During morning meetings, 
students spend time writing 
positive notes to “fill each other’s 
buckets” and start the day off 
with a smile!

“I really try to focus on creating 
a positive classroom community 
and when the students 
receive those notes from their 

classmates, it really makes 
their day,’ said Ms. DeSimone. 
“Their faces brighten up when 
they read them and some of 
them even keep them to use as 
bookmarks!” 

HIP CATS
Students and teachers at Evans 
City Elementary dressed in 50’s 
style clothing for the 50th day of 
school. 

DICTIONARY 
DELIVERY
The Cranberry Rotary Sunrise 
Club recently delivered 
dictionaries to Rowan 
Elementary students. Seneca 
Valley third graders across the 
District annually receive a free 
dictionary from local rotary 
clubs. Thank you, Rotary! 



 

 
 
 

 

TANK 

CIRC 

CALL FOR 
JUDGES 

Community members needed! Become 
a CIRC “SHARK” by volunteering your 
time to judge students, 11 and 12-year-
olds, self-made inventions at Haine 
Middle School. Three judging slots are 
available for each session. If you are 
interested, please sign up online or call 
(724) 776-1325 x7076! 
 

LOCATION: 
Haine Middle School 

   DATES & TIMES 
 

Friday, December 6 
 9:00 – 10:30am 

Monday, December 9 
 10:15 – 11:40am 

Wednesday, December 11 
 9:00 – 10:30am 

Thursday, December 12 
 10:15 – 11:30am (session 1)

 11:30 – 12:50pm (session 2) 

Friday, December 13 
 9:00 – 10:30am 

Monday, December 16 
 10:15 – 11:40am 

Wednesday, December 18 
 9:15 – 10:30am 

Thursday, December 19 
 10:15 – 11:30am (session 1)

 11:30 – 12:50pm (session 2) 
 

**Dates subject to change due to inclement 
weather. We will notify all who are affected 
as needed.  

SIGN UP:  
http://bit.ly/CIRCTank  

*Note: Please arrive 15 minutes early, and a driver’s license is needed to be granted access 
to Haine Middle School. 

1516A Haine School Road, Cranberry Township, 16066 

 



Seneca Valley | November 2019Page 6

SV CELEBRATES RED RIBBON WEEK  
Students in grades K-6 at 
Seneca Valley conducted 
National Red Ribbon Week 
lessons and activities the week 
of Oct. 23-31.

Throughout the week, teachers 
facilitated age-appropriate 
discussions about healthy 
habits and recited the 
Drug-Free Pledge. These 
activities, along with 
participation in daily themes, 
helped students commit to 
celebrating a drug-free life.

Additionally, Haine Middle 
School (HMS) held their annual 
Red Ribbon Walk-A-Thon on 
Oct. 31.

The event raised over $1,000 
for local community super 
heroes - Cranberry Township 
Fire Department, Cranberry 
Township Police and Cranberry 
Township EMS.

Students donned their favorite 
super hero gear as they walked 
around HMS and rotated 
through educational stations to 
learn about healthy choices and 
how to live a drug-free life. 

NEWS AND EVENTS
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A LESSON THAT EXTENDS FAR BEYOND THE CLASSROOM     
Ryan Gloyer Middle School 
(RGMS) students were 
exposed to a deeper level of 
learning on Nov. 8.

For the past few weeks 
eighth graders on the 
Condors Team have been 
studying and reading books, 
poems and essays related to 
the Holocaust.

A JOURNEY ACROSS CULTURES    
Evans City and Haine Middle 
Schools hosted their annual 
exploratory cultural days 
on Oct. 18 and Nov. 15, 
respectively.

Presenters represented 
various countries and informed 
students about their culture. 
Customs, traditions, language, 
music, art, food, dress, and 
even dance were all part of the 
exciting aspects of culture that 
was shared with students.

ECMS sixth grade students 
went to the University of 
Pittsburgh where they toured 
the Nationality Rooms in the 
Cathedral of Learning.

This program is an exciting 
opportunity for fifth and 
sixth grade students to 
explore various cultures and 
foster an appreciation for 
differences while celebrating 
the similarities as citizens of a 
global community. 

Additionally, RGMS Librarian 
Angela Logero transformed 
the library into a Holocaust 
Museum and Zeke Stroupe, 
RGMS Gifted Support Teacher, 
shared his recent Classroom 
Without Borders (CWB) 
experience. Mr. Stroupe spent 
the summer traveling in Europe 
learning about the events and 
aftermath of WWII.

On Nov. 8, students compared 
their lunches to the rations 
given at that time. Throughout 
the day, they kept a food 
journal in math; learned how 
to convert measurements in 
science; discussed the political 
climate during World War II 
(WWII) in civics; and analyzed 
their findings by writing an 
essay in English.

Lastly, teachers used this unit 
as a springboard for their 
community growth project. 
They asked each student to 
donate two or more canned 
good to the Evans City 
Food Bank.

“We hope that this will give 
them a better understanding 
of the characters’ 
experiences in the book,” 
stated RGMS Reading 
Teacher Lisa Tyson. “But 
more importantly, we hope 
that it gives them a much 
deeper insight into what 
happened in several parts of 
the world during this time.” 

WINNING DESIGN   
Students at Evans City Middle 
School (ECMS) are promising 
to stand against drugs this 
year and one student had 
the chance to use her artistic 
talents to help.

ECMS sixth grade student, 
Amber Barnyk, created the 
winning design that will be 
featured on the Reality Tour 
T-shirts. 

The Reality Tour program 
is a parent and child 
drug-prevention program 
offered to all Seneca Valley 
sixth grade students. 

ECMS had five finalists 
including Miss Barnyk, Morgan 
Baker, Daniela Tyrpak, Kyla 
Stepp and Anna Sylvester. Miss 
Barnyk’s artwork was chosen 
by Norma Norris, CANDLE, Inc/

Reality Tour Executive Director. 
Her winning design was printed 
on shirts for all sixth grade 
students at ECMS as well as 
Haine Middle School.

The finalists in the photo are 
(from L-R): Morgan Baker, 
Amber Barnyk (winner), 
Daniela Tyrpak, Kyla Stepp and 
Anna Sylvester. 



22  Annual 

Senior Holiday

Event

Featuring performances from secondary
 student groups and special guests!

Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019 • 9:30 a.m.

(doors open at 9 a.m.)

This special holiday presentation is for senior citizens
living in the Seneca Valley School District Community. 

This year’s event has been modified to be a breakfast event that
begins at 9:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast in the 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Cafeteria.
It will be immediately followed by student performances. 

The event is free. However, reservations are required. Please call 
(724) 452-6040, ext. 0 by Dec. 11, 2019.

THE SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
is pleased to present the

*Please do not attempt to be on campus prior to 9 a.m., as student arrival and
breakfast set up will be taking place until that time. Thank you.

nd



Seneca Valley | November 2019 Page 9

WORLD KINDNESS DAY 

A LITTLE OR A 
LATTE KINDNESS      
Haine Middle School students 
spread words of inspiration and 
encouragement on cup sleeves 
at the Starbucks on Freedom 
Road that were available this 
past month.

Next time you get a hot 
beverage, check your cup sleeve 
to see if it has a special message 
on it and join the movement of 
spreading kindness! 

SPREADING 
KINDNESS       
Coffee and kindness? 

Strengthening, Positivity and 
Reinforcing Kindness (SPARK) 
Club officers passed out 50 
free coffees with decorated 
sleeves in front of Raider Roast 
in the senior high school on 
World Kindness Day, Nov. 13. 

The club spent the previous 
week decorating coffee sleeves 
with positive affirmations, 
pictures and inspiring quotes. 

The SPARK Club is a student-led 
branch of The Smile Project. 
Their mission at Seneca Valley 
is to promote positivity and 
teach people the importance 
of a smile. Their goal is to show 
the student body how far a 
single, random act of kindness 
can go. They are dedicated to 
keeping a positive attitude, 
spreading smiles and inspiring 
everybody with which they 
come in contact.

See highlights from the day 
here! 

A BEAUTIFUL DAY AT SV!  
This was overheard in a kindergarten classroom.

Little girl: “Oh no! I forgot my cardigan.”

Little boy: “It’s okay, just try to be kind to someone today. That’s 
the point anyway.”

We all have the ability to give the gift of kindness and Seneca 
Valley elementary schools districtwide did just that by honoring 
Mister Rogers on Nov. 13. Staff and students were encouraged to 
wear cardigans for Cardigan Day and World Kindness Day. 

Additionally, at Rowan Elementary, a Mister Rogers look-a-like 
and trolley visited during lunchtime.

Stephen and Lisa Fowler (aka Mister Rogers and trolley) are the 
proud parents of Seneca Valley Alumna Isabel Fowler, Class of 
2015. Be sure to check out Ms. Fowler’s cameo as a beautician in 
the new film “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTLZcTDNXVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTLZcTDNXVM
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BOOK SMART   
Seneca Valley’s 9-12 
Reading Competition Teams 
have had their noses in 
books –literally- over the last 
few months.

Seneca Valley hosted the 
Butler County Reading 
Competition and one SV 
team, the Dumbledorks, 
finished first out of nine 
teams on Nov. 7. 

To prepare for the event, 
students were given a 
reading list of 16 books that 
each team reads. On the day 
of the competition, there 
was a 96-question quiz show where teams competed to see who knew the books the best.

The Library Club at the high school level is divided into two divisions: the Literary Works 
Club and the Reading Competition Team. The goal of the organization is to promote 
participation in reading competitions, provide at least one community service project each 
year, and to provide assistance in the Intermediate and Senior High School libraries. 

SV’s first place team (back row L-R): Ananya Rao, Gargi Rane, 
Avani Salunkhe, Dora White, Katie Monahan and Miriam Abbas. 
Front Row (L-R): Sophia Kunkel and Simren Jayaraman.

FIRST PLACE FINISHERS   
The Seneca Valley Academic 
Decathlon Team placed 
first among 15 schools, 
and brought home over 10 
medals, in the Academic 
Decathlon Competition at 
Meadville High School on 
Nov. 9. 

SV medalists included 
seniors Megan Neely, who 
won an overall gold; Will 
Firman, who medaled in 
the categories of essay 
and art and won an overall 
sliver; Logan Glatz, who medaled in the essay category and won an overall bronze; Megan 
Spark, who medaled in music; and Julia Allman and Gabe Sutherland, who both medaled in 
social science.

Juniors included Mia Chevallier, who medaled in music, art, essay and received an overall 
gold; Ashley Eury, who medaled in the categories of music and art and won an overall 
bronze; and Allison Flatt, who medaled in essay and music.

The students competed in five events: art, music, literature, social science and essay. 

The next competition will be held at Collegiate Academy on Dec. 7. 

THINKING INSIDE THE BOX  
By: William V. Foley, Butler County 
Community College Coordinator of News 
and Media Content 

It’s 9:13 a.m., two minutes before Butler 
County Community College’s (BC3) second 
consecutive Entrepreneurship Challenge, 
when Zach Garcia separates himself from 
other Seneca Valley High teammates, the 
black-suited junior pacing alone to the side 
of 14 tables within BC3’s Founders Hall, 
gesturing, lips moving, one last practice for 
his role in the competition that has drawn 
students from six counties.

“Just getting some finalized touches down,” 
Garcia said, “and making sure I could calm 
my nerves for the presentation.”

That presentation, from Garcia and his 
Seneca Valley teammates, won BC3’s 
Entrepreneurship Challenge on Nov. 6, with 
a plan to create a subscription service that 
would deliver to classmates Raider Crates 
containing items that advertise school 
spirit, and coupon packets to alert students 
of area businesses – and with proceeds 
supporting a charity that provides soaps to 
children in underfunded schools.

Six judges assembled on the college’s 
main campus in Butler Township by BC3’s 
Center for Economic Education considered 
15-minute business plan presentations 
by teams representing nine high schools 
before awarding first place to Seneca 
Valley’s Antonio Amelio, Connor Anderson, 
Brianna Buccini, Vibha Hodachalli, Sydney 
McMurray, Marc Amado, Harry Foss, 
Allison Jaecke, Andrew Drozynski, Ryan 
Jones and Garcia. Seneca Valley’s BC3 
Entrepreneurship Challenge presentation 
also received the most votes as being 
the best in a survey of students from 
Ellwood City, Farrell, Freeport, Fort Cherry, 
Jamestown, Lakeview, Penns Manor and 
Punxsutawney high schools.

BC3’s Entrepreneurship Challenge program 
teaches students the basics of starting a 
business, said David Huseman, a professor 
of humanities and social sciences at BC3 
and the director of the college’s Center 
for Economic Education, which promotes 

(continued on page 11)
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THINKING INSIDE THE BOX  
financial literacy for those in kindergarten through 12th grade.

Students were judged on factors that included the creativity of 
their business plan, the effectiveness of their introductory speech, 
and the ability to identify the competitive advantage their business 
would have, Huseman said.

“They also need to explain how the business will satisfy a particular 
need,” Huseman said, “and describe their target market in terms of 
customers and demographics, and the size of the market to make 
sure there are enough customers to make the business successful.”

Raider Crate, whose business plan forecast 100 subscriptions 
within three years, also appealed to judges because all of its profits 
would benefit Starts with Soap, according to Jessica Spanogle, 
an instructor at Mercyhurst University, Erie, and one of the BC3 
Entrepreneurship Challenge judges.

“It’s a well-established charity, and they were all very adamant that 
they weren’t going to take their share, their cut of the profits of the 
business,” Spanogle said.

Raider Crate would donate its proceeds to Starts with Soap “so that 
students only have to worry about their learning, and not where to 
wash their hands,” according to the Raider Crate business plan.

“The other thing is,” Spanogle said, “(Raider Crate) is an actual, 
feasible business that they plan to launch.”

Seneca Valley’s team will apply the $250 it received as BC3’s 
Entrepreneurship Challenge winner to buy its first products and 
launch Raider Crate, possibly by January, Garcia said.

Those products, available for a three-month subscription of $45, 
could include “items that students may need in their day,” Seneca 
Valley’s Vibha Hodachalli said, “or items they would like to have.”

Items may include scrunchies, bracelets, hats, socks, lanyards, 
coffee mugs, sweatbands, keychains and school supplies – 
“personalized with our school’s logo,” Hodachalli said, and also 
gum, mints, candies and coupon packets to area businesses. 

The competition culminates one month of preparation by the 
students since they met in early October with Spanogle at BC3 to 
learn how to write a business plan, Huseman said.

BC3’s Entrepreneurship Challenge motivated his students, Seneca 
Valley teacher Dean Walker said.

“They would not be where they are, would not have been driven 
to plan so far into this idea if they didn’t have the incentives that 
this program offered,” Walker said. “Now I think they are going to 
execute the idea because they are so invested in the time and effort 
that they put in because of the Entrepreneurship Challenge at BC3.”

Added Seneca Valley student Connor Anderson: “We’re getting 
real-world experience. And this was an opportunity for us to come 
and get funding so we can actually do this.”

Lora Spence, an economic education consultant and retired 
University of Pittsburgh professor who served as a BC3 
Entrepreneurship Challenge judge, said the competition is unique 
and represents “a global education for the students.”

“They learn so much more than they would in the classroom,” 
Spence said. “They are going to use the things they’ve learned here 
in their lives.”

 BC3’s Entrepreneurship Challenge, said Seneca Valley’s McMurray, 
“is an opportunity I wouldn’t have been afforded if there weren’t 
competitions like this. There is a lot more work that goes into a 
business than people usually think. But it is definitely attainable. 
Even for young people like us.”

Judges for BC3’s second consecutive Entrepreneurship Challenge 
also included Charles Stitt, an independent consultant; William 
Fraser, former owner of Butler area automobile dealerships; Mark 
Klopfer, adjunct faculty at BC3 and owner of Stadium Solutions; 
and James Hrabosky, vice president for administration and 
finance at BC3.

The Center for Economic Education also coordinates 24-week 
and 12-week Stock Market Games – in which students receive a 
hypothetical $100,000, make buy-and-trade decisions and track 
how those decisions would have played out in the markets had 
they been real.

More than 105 teams from Freeport, Lakeview, Moniteau and 
Seneca Valley school districts are competing in the 24-week game 
and more than 110 squads from Butler, Knoch, Mars, Mercer and 
Union school districts in the fall semester’s 12-week game.

Look for more information on Raider Crate in a future Raider Pride. 

(continued from page 10)

Seneca Valley first place team (back row L-R): Antonio Amelio, 
Connor Anderson, Zach Garcia with Seneca Valley Senior High 
School Gifted Support Teacher Dean Walker. Front row L-R: Sydney 
McMurray, with Seneca Valley Senior High School Gifted Support 
Teacher Brieana Nassan, Brianna Buccini and Vibha Hodachalli.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

DAY OF THE DEAD   
Not to be confused with Halloween, Day of 
the Dead, known as Día de los Muertos in 
Spanish, is celebrated in Mexico between 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 2.

On this holiday, Mexicans remember and 
honor their deceased loved ones. They 
visit cemeteries, decorate the graves and 
spend time there, in the presence of their 
deceased friends and family members. 

They also make ofrendas, elaborately 
decorated altars in their homes intended to 
welcome the spirits, which are an essential 
part of the Day of the Dead celebrations.

In honor of this holiday and tradition, 
students in Julie Glenz’s Honors Spanish 
3 classes at the intermediate high school 
(IHS) were asked to create an ofrenda (and 
a corresponding presentation in class) 
for a deceased loved one, a family pet, or 
someone they were close to or admired 
who passed away. 

“This holiday is not a morbid or gloomy 
occasion, but rather a festive and colorful 
holiday celebrating the lives of those who 

FLYING HIGH  
Six students in Chris Brown’s aviation class 
recently visited the Butler Regional Airport 
for a wheels-up good time provided by 
High Flight Academy. 

The future pilots, Trevor Sipe, Devin Garzez, 
Connor Ali, John Zitcovich, Grace Dennis 
and Kaylie Peacock received a tour of 
the airport, hangars and various aircrafts 

including Armstrong Cable’s corporate jet. 
They also received ground school training 
on airspace. Every student was able to fly in 
a full-motion simulator. 

“It was a great trip and will make a lasting 
impression on all who attended,” said Mr. 
Brown. 

ELECTION 2020   
Jim Lucot and students from his AP U.S. 
Government and Politics class recently 
attended “Election 2020” at Heinz 
Field to listen to two veteran political 
commentators engage in pre-election 
conversation. Al Hunt, an American 
journalist with a focus on politics, and 
James Carville, political commentator 
and consultant, participated in the panel 
discussion that was hosted by Highmark 
and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Students 
are pictured here with Mr. Carville. 

have passed on,” stated Ms. Glenz. “I am so 
proud of their work and I was very moved 
by their final projects. With the help of 
Jason Shorr, art teacher, we were able to 
create a beautiful display for everyone to 
see in the IHS art gallery.” 
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SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

‘ON TOP OF SPAGHETTI’   SINGING 
TOGETHER   
Twenty-three students 
represented Seneca Valley 
at the recent Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) Honors Chorus 
concert held at Westminster 
College on Nov. 2.

The 96 students in the 
PMEA Honors Chorus were 
selected from auditions held 
at Westminster College Oct. 
18-19. 

SV participants who 
performed at the festival 
included Ethan Bannon, Rylie 
Butler, Anna Byers, Sammi 
Carter, Seth Cratsley, Kyle 
Davidson, Cole Eckenrode, 
Nicholas Folino, John 
Gargasz, Elizabeth Hixon, 
Leta Hixon, Trey Hixon, Micah 
Link, Sarah McKinley, Alex 
Mortier, Chris Noah, Greta 
Schmidt, Jonah Smeltzer, 
Cassidy Spencer, Riley 
Surratt, Bryce White, Mark 
Wimer and Caroline Zulick.

Students from Butler, Beaver, 
Mercer and Lawrence 
counties are able to audition 
to make it into the choir. 

 SVAOC DANCE PRESENTS: ‘IN FLAMES’  

Come enjoy an evening of ballet, tap and modern dance! The Seneca Valley Academy of Choice 
(SVAOC) Dance Program will be performing a program titled, “In Flames,” in the intermediate high 
school auditorium at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 and 14. Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Over 400 family, friends, and 
communitiy members attended 
the SV Band Boosters Pasta 
Dinner fundraiser on Nov.9. 

This annual event also provided 
38 independantly prepared 
performance opportunties for 
student musicians. A big thank 
you to Mr. Bruce Lazier from 
Lazier’s Harmony Music Studios 
for organizing the student 
performances. 

All proceeds from the event 
go directly toward students in 
the band program, providing 
support equipment for the high 

school bands and subsidies for 
the annual band trip. 

Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Blakely
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FINAL FALL SPORT RECAPS 
Cross Country
After a strong showing at the WPIAL 
championships, the boys’ and girls’ cross 
country teams continued their efforts at the 
PIAA state championships at Hershey Park on 
Saturday, Nov. 2. The girls team finished 8th 
out of 19 teams competing in the AAA race 
with Bailey Royhab leading the way finishing 42nd with a time of 19:40. Also 
contributing were Dylan Kirchner (56th), Karsyn Spears (60th), Abby Kreber 
(112th), Grace Graner (157th), Lizzy White (160th), and Gabrielle Kutchma 
(188th). The SV boys team finished in 18th place overall as Eli Dewitt was 
the first Raider to cross the finish line in 106th place with a time of 17:13. Also 
contributing were Mateo Murra (165th), Adam Owori (192nd), Tyler Mill (193rd), 
Justin Domencic (197th), Sebastian Wary (198th), and Andrew Drozynski 
(215th). Both races consisted of 227 runners. Congratulations to both teams for 
a remarkable season!

Football
The Raiders finished the regular season with a 
28-7 victory over the Knights of Norwin on the 
senior night at NexTier Stadium. With the win, 
SV entered the WPIAL 6A football playoffs 
as the fifth seed and traveled to the fourth-
seeded Mt. Lebanon Blue Devils on Friday, 
Nov. 1. Going into the locker room at the half, the game was tied 7-7 before the 
Raiders were defeated 35-14 to end the season with an overall record of 4-7. 

Boys’ Soccer
The defending WPIAL champions had yet another remarkable campaign 
after finishing the year with a 14-4-1 overall record including a section title. 
The Raiders fell to Mt. Lebanon 2-1 in the WPIAL 4A semifinal game. Ben 
Francis scored the lone goal for the Raiders less than five minutes into the 
game; however, the Blue Devils bounced back with one goal in the first half 
and scored the game-winner with 35 minutes remaining in the game. Another 
outstanding campaign for SV boys’ soccer!

Girls’ Soccer
The SV girls’ soccer team finished the year with a 13-4-2 overall record and 
a trip to the WPIAL 4A semifinals. The Raiders faced Norwin for a trip to 
Highmark Stadium on the line. Going into the contest, the Raiders had given 
top-seeded Norwin their only loss of the year with a 4-3 victory back in late 
September. Unfortunately, this time the result was different for the Raiders, 
losing 1-0 to the Knights who scored with 29 minutes remaining in the game. 
Despite falling short of their goal to repeat as WPIAL champions, Raider girls’ 
varsity soccer was once again among the elite of WPIAL. Well done SV!

Girls’ Volleyball
Following a first-round victory over the Norwin 
Knights in WPIAL playoff action, the Raiders earned 
a spot in the WPIAL 4A quarterfinals against section 
rival North Allegheny. SV battled the eventual WPIAL 
runner-up and PIAA state champion Tigers but fell 
on the wrong side of a 3-1 loss. The Raiders finished 
the season with an overall record of 9-9. 

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

CONFERENCE 
SELECTIONS 
ANNOUNCED IN 
FALL SPORTS 
The Big 56 Conference 
recently announced its fall 
sport honorees in football, 
boys’ and girls’ soccer and 
girls’ volleyball and the Raiders were well represented.  
The following Seneca Valley student-athletes were 
recognized for their excellence on the field and court.

FOOTBALL
1st Team 2nd Team Honorable Mention 
Josh Kaltenberger, C Kevin Meeder, OT Josh Miller, DE
Ethan West, OLB Matt Stanger, RB 
 Jim Royal, DT 
 Evan Smith, ILB 
 Connor Hayes, DB
 Gabe Lawson, DB 

BOYS SOCCER
1st Team 2nd Team Honorable Mention 
Luke Rupert, F Justin Stopar, D Zach LaValle, F
Ben Francis, M Chase Thomas, D Mason Baldwin, M

Coach of the Year
George Williams

Additional Honors
All-State, WPIAL Player of the Year, WPSCA Section 1 Player of the 
Year – Luke Rupert

All-WPIAL – Luke Rupert, Ben Francis, Justin Stopar

GIRLS SOCCER
1st Team 2nd Team Honorable Mention
Breana Valentovish, M Norah Seibel, M Shannon O’Shea, D
Morgan Sinan, GK Mia Zec, M
 Olivia Kamarec, D

Additional Honors
All-State – Breana Valentovish

All-WPIAL – Morgan Sinan, Breana Valentovish, Mia Zec

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
1st Team 2nd Team Honorable Mention
Sarah White, H Anna DeGraaf, H Abby Adams, L
 Mandy Altsman, S  
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

ATHLETES OF THE MONTH 
SEPTEMBER – 2019

The Female Athlete 
of the Month was 
junior girls’ volleyball 
standout Sarah White. 
Sarah’s numbers were 
impressive on the 
court for the Raiders 
as she compiled 
102 kills, 189 assists, 
14 blocks, 78 digs, 
and 32 aces in fifteen matches (including 
tournaments) during the month. She helped 
lead her team to a 6-3 overall record, 5-2 
section record, and a third-place finish 
at the Westminster (MD) Tournament. 
The Ohio State University recruit played 
a vital role in leading her team into the 
WPIAL Class 4A playoffs in October. For an 
outstanding month, we recognize Sarah as 
the September Athlete of the Month. 

 

The Male Athlete 
of the Month was 
sophomore boy’s 
golfer Nolan Nicklas. 
Nolan had a notable 
month of September, 
as he averaged a 
score of 37.4 including 
seven birdies in 
seven regular season 
matches. He shot a season-low 34 against 
Shaler at LakeVue North Golf Course. In 
the WPIAL Class 3A individual semifinals at 
Willowbrook Country Club, Nolan finished 
in second place with an 18-hole score of 
75 qualifying him for the WPIAL finals. He 
finished 24th with a score of 79 in the WPIAL 
Class 3A finals at Fox Chapel Golf Club. 
Nolan and the rest of his team competed in 
the WPIAL team championships in October 
finishing fourth overall to close out the 
season. For an outstanding month, we 
recognize Nolan as the September Athlete of 
the Month. 

 

 

OCTOBER – 2019

The Female Athlete 
of the Month was 
senior girls’ soccer 
midfielder Breana 
Valentovish. Breana 
played a crucial role in 
the Raiders WPIAL 4A 
semifinal appearance 
as they finished the 
season with an overall 
record of 13-4-2. Breana led the team in 
goals with 16 and compiled six assists on the 
season. Her honors include: PIAA All-State 
Team, All-WPIAL Team, Big 56 First Team 
All-Conference, and WPSCA All-Section 
Team. In the Raiders 1-0 WPIAL quarterfinal 
victory over Moon, Breana scored the lone 
goal on a 40-yard strike to the top-shelf 
of the net to advance SV to the semifinal 
round. For an outstanding month, as well 
as an exceptional season, we recognize 
Breana as the October Athlete of the Month. 
Congratulations on a terrific soccer career 
as a Raider and best of luck in your future 
endeavors! 

The Male Athlete 
of the Month was 
sophomore cross 
country runner Noah 
Petersen. Noah had 
a superb season 
for the Raiders as 
he placed second 
individually out of 
186 runners at the 
Bill Lennox Invitational on Oct. 12. At the 
TSTCA meet at California University (PA) on 
Oct. 17, Noah placed 12th out of 252 runners 
leading Seneca Valley to a fifth-place team 
finish out of 29 schools. At the WPIAL AAA 
Championships, Noah finished eighth overall 
with a time of 16:32 to lead the Raiders 
to a third-place finish and an automatic 
team qualifier spot at the PIAA State 
Championship meet. For an outstanding 
month, we recognize Noah as the October 
Athlete of the Month. Congratulations on a 
terrific season and we look forward to two 
more years watching you compete!

 NOVEMBER – 2019

The Female Athlete of 
the Month was junior 
girls’ cross-country 
runner Bailey Royhab. 
Bailey’s efforts on the 
course this season 
were consistent 
as she played an 
important role in the 
Raiders winning the 
WPIAL AAA section 3 title. At the WPIAL 
Championships, Bailey finished 16th overall 
with a time of 20:30 helping her team to 
a WPIAL runner-up title and qualifying 
for the state meet. At the PIAA AAA 
Championships, Bailey was the first Raider to 
cross the finish line placing 42nd out of 227 
runners with a time of 19:40 as SV finished 
8th out of 19 schools. For an outstanding 
month, we recognize Bailey as the November 
Athlete of the Month. Congratulations on a 
fantastic junior season and we look forward 
to watching you compete again next fall! 

The Male Athlete of 
the Month was senior 
boys’ soccer forward 
Luke Rupert. Luke 
played a vital role in 
the Raiders WPIAL 4A 
Section 1 title and the 
WPIAL 4A semifinal 
appearance as he led 
SV to a 14-4-1 overall 
record. Luke finished the season with 19 
goals and 8 assists. His honors include: PIAA 
All-State Team, WPIAL Co-Player of the Year, 
All-WPIAL Team, Big 56 First Team All-
Conference, WPSCA Section 1 Player of the 
Year, and WPSCA All-Section Team. In the 
last four games of the season, Luke scored 
six goals including a hat trick on senior night 
against Bethel Park. For an outstanding 
month, as well as an exceptional season, we 
recognize Luke as the November Athlete 
of the Month. Congratulations on a terrific 
soccer career as a Raider and best of luck in 
your future endeavors! 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

‘I LED THE PLEDGE’

Elementary students from 
Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools will 
appear at all of this year’s school 
board meetings, leading the 
members of the School Board 
and public in saying “The Pledge 
of Allegiance.”

For the November work session 
and regular meetings, two 
students were proud to do the 
honors.

CVE third grader Mitchell 
Everly led the Pledge at the 
Nov. 4 work session and Haine 
Elementary third grade student 
Jade Webb-Higgs led it at the 
Nov. 18 regular session meeting.

Mr. Everly is pictured with Mr. 
Jim Nickel, Board President, and 
Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent 
of Schools. Miss Webb-Higgs is 
pictured with Mr. Nickel and Rev. 
Reid Moon, Board Director.

Students are nominated by their 
building and those who appear 
receive an “I Led the Pledge” 
T-shirt along with a Seneca
Valley gift. 

JOIN OUR TEAM! 
Seneca Valley is currently hiring for 
various positions! To learn more, or 
to apply, visit www.svsd.net/Employment.

SV HIRES HAINE MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
At Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on Nov. 
18, board members approved the promotion of 
Erin Mazer from Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School (SVIHS) assistant principal to Haine Middle 
School (HMS) principal.

Ms. Mazer has been serving as the SVIHS assistant 
principal since 2017. She will take over the HMS role 
from Ms. Cassandra Doggrell, who was recently 
hired for an administrative position in the Upper St. 
Clair School District.

A Cranberry Township resident, Ms. Mazer also 
has assistant principal and assistant school 
administrator experience in the Montgomery 
County Public Schools (MCPS) in Rockville, MD. 
In addition, she was worked as an academy 
coordinator and teacher within MCPS.

“I am extremely honored to have the opportunity 
to serve students, parents, and staff as the new 

Principal of Haine Middle School,” 
stated Ms. Mazer. “I look forward 
to building upon the wonderful 
traditions of excellence both in 
and out of the classroom.” 

Ms. Mazer earned her Bachelor of Biology 
Education from Pennsylvania State University, 
State College, Pa. In addition, she completed her 
Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from 
Hood College in Frederick, MD. She is currently a 
doctoral student in the Educational Leadership 
program at the University of Pittsburgh.

“We are pleased to have Ms. Mazer joining the 
Haine Middle School team,” said Dr. Sean McCarty, 
Assistant Superintendent for K-6 Instruction. “She 
possesses the intellect, energy and enthusiasm to 
continue leading this school and its students to 
many educational successes.” 

LOCAL SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
HONORED  
Long-term school directors are being honored 
across the state by the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association at local board meetings. 
School directors are recognized every term for 
years of service, ranging from 8 to 36 years.

At the Seneca Valley regular school board meeting 
on Nov. 18, Jim Nickel and Reid Moon received 
recognition for eight years of service each as 
directors on the Seneca Valley School Board. 
Reaching this level adds them to the PSBA “Honor 
Roll of School Board Service.”

Additionally, Seneca Valley School Board members 
and District Administration expressed their sincere 
appreciation and gratitude to Mr. Moon during his 
final meeting as a school board director. Mr. Moon, 
of Zelienople Region 6, decided not to run for re-
election due to growing work commitments.

“It’s been an honor to serve,” said Rev. Moon. “I 
can’t even begin to talk about how enriched I am as 
a human being to know my fellow board members 
and the administration. I’m very glad for this 
opportunity.”

Mr. Nickel, Board President, extended his personal 
appreciation to Rev. Moon for his service. “You 
have always been the heart and soul of the school 

board,” he said. “We will miss you. I will miss you.”

Rev. Moon’s replacement for the seat is Mr. Randy 
Hart, a familiar face on the Seneca Valley School 
Board. He previously served as a Seneca Valley 
School Board Director from 1995 to 1999. Mr. Hart 
will take his place as a Seneca Valley School Board 
member during the Dec. 3 reorganization meeting.

According to PSBA, board members put in, on 
average, about two-and-a-half working days per 
month of non-paid, volunteer service as school 
directors.

“We are fortunate to have such exemplary leadership 
and dedication on the Seneca Valley School Board,” 
said Dr. Tracy Vitale. “Their unwavering support, in 
addition to the wealth of knowledge and insight each 
brings to the table, allows us to give our students the 
best education possible.” 

www.svsd.net/Employment
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SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION 

CLASSROOMS WITHOUT BORDERS  
The best lessons are those that are 
experienced. 

That is what five Seneca Valley teachers 
expressed to their fellow teachers, along 
with a representative from Classrooms 
Without Borders (CWB), last month.

The group discussed the opportunity of 
attending one of CWB’s summer trips 
where educators have the opportunity to 
study the Holocaust with the responsibility 
to bring the experience back to their own 
classrooms. 

Last school year, five teachers were 
selected by the Seneca Valley Foundation 
as a CWB scholarship recipient and this 
year the SV Foundation will again sponsor 
up to five SV secondary educators to cover 
the remaining costs not covered by CWB. 
CWB attendees will be traveling to Italy or 
Poland in summer 2020. 

According to CWB’s website, CWB is a 
premier provider of experiential, extended-
term professional development for 
teachers and educational leaders. Offering 
unique travel experiences enriched with 
academic literature and direct application 
to classroom instruction, CWB prides itself 
on offering comprehensive seminars with 
a breadth and depth of content not seen 
anywhere else.

Read below to hear how Seneca Valley 
staff reflected on their experiences and 
takeaways from their trip abroad: 

“Learning about Jewish life before, during, 
and after the Holocaust truly made all of my 
previous learning come alive. As an English 
teacher, you can imagine that I grew up 
reading as much as I could. Unfortunately, 
many of the narratives I read from 
Holocaust victims became only stories to 
me. Standing where they stood in Warsaw, 
Krakow, Majdanek, and Auschwitz made me 
truly realize that these were not just stories 
but a reality that can never be forgotten. 
Thank you for the opportunity to learn 
from not only experts in this field, but also 
a Holocaust survivor himself. I am forever 
changed and will use my platform as a 
teacher to work to change the lives of my 
students.” – Rebecca Beers, Seneca Valley 
Senior High School English Teacher

“These eight days were some of the more 
incredible and impactful days of my 
life. CWB provided us with a number of 
incredible historians equipped to answer 
nearly any question that we had. It is my 
hope to be able to work with the other 
teachers on my team to create a cross-
curricular mini-unit based on resources 
gained on this trip. Furthermore, I look 
forward to working with CWB and the 
professionals that they send to schools 
again this year. Any chance that our 
students get to learn from experts in the 
community is always a highlight for them.” 
- Zeke Stroupe, Ryan Gloyer Middle School 
Gifted Support Teacher

“The learning opportunities that were 
presented throughout this seminar are too 
numerous to attempt to summarize, but 
the major concept that stood out to me 
throughout all of the Jewish communities 
that we visited was that I was witnessing a 

“Holocaust-in-evolution.” This sad reality was 
a reinforcement to one of the themes of my 
20th Century United States History course 
in that WWII impacted and changed our 
country more so than any other event in its 
history.” – Jim Lucot, Seneca Valley Senior 
High School AP Government and Politics 
Teacher 
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ALUMNI Q&A 

Seneca Valley 1992 Graduate Dan Hart is a member of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates media relations department. We asked him 
to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley 
influenced his life and career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today: 
A: I just wrapped up my 20th season as a member of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates media relations department. Prior to joining the Pirates, I 
interned for the Penguins during the 1996-97 season. I also interned 
and assisted the Steelers media relations department during 
training camp and on game days from 1997 to 1999. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I married my wife Erin in 2001. We are the proud parents of our 
little girls Kaelin, who is 10-years-old, Kelsey, who is eight, and our 
son Cameron, who was just born this September. 

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: I’m probably one of very few people to have an opportunity to 
work for all three sports teams in the city of Pittsburgh. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are 
today, both personally and professionally? 
A: I look at the teachers at Seneca Valley the same way now as a 
parent as I did when I was a student. They care deeply about their 
students while pushing them to excel in the classroom. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place 
to learn and grow? 
A: The people and the opportunities to get involved for whatever 
career path you choose later in life. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: I update statistics every day in my job for our daily game notes 
and the yearly media guide that we produce. For that reason,  
I’m eternally grateful to my math teachers Mr. Stewart and Mr. 
Vrana. I’m also appreciative of Mrs. Kennedy, who oversaw the 
Seneca Scout. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at 
Seneca Valley? 
A: I remember ESPN sending a crew to our school to do an 
interview with our football coach Mr. Henry, who coached Jim 

Kelly at East Brady. I remember how cool I thought that was. Now 
I’m fortunate enough to work in the media world.  

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: Thank you for helping me realize my dreams. Thank you for 
taking the time to mentor me at the Seneca Scout. Thank you for 
putting together a team of students for the home games during 
football season that allowed us to do a broadcast on SVTV. 

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley? 
A: To me Seneca Valley is a reflection of western Pennsylvania. It’s 
about people who have good hearts and work hard every day. 

The Pirates and Pirates Charities are teaming up to recognize 
outstanding teachers in our region and give them the 
thanks and acknowledgement that they deserve for their 
contributions to our community. We need your help! Nominate 
a Seneca Valley Teacher today who is making an impact in 
the classroom and beyond. Online nominations are being 
accepted for the “All Star Teachers” Program at pirates.com/
allstarteachers. 

CALLING ALL SV STEM ALUMNI!    
We’re calling all SV graduates who are involved in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) fields to 
participate in the 6th Annual SV STEM Alumni Days on Dec. 19-20.

See the personal invite and learn how to participate by viewing the 
“never-blink, walk-in-slow-motion crew” at: https://youtu.be/c2-
ZnULXKXQ

Be sure to subscribe to SV’s YouTube page while you’re there! 

https://www.mlb.com/pirates/community/all-star-teachers
https://www.mlb.com/pirates/community/all-star-teachers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2-ZnULXKXQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2-ZnULXKXQ&feature=youtu.be
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SMART CORNER

5 MYTHS AND TRUTHS ABOUT KIDS’ INTERNET SAFETY 
If you believe everything you hear about kids online, you might 
think pedophiles and cyberbullies are around every cyber-corner. 
Yes, there is bad stuff out there. But the truth is, there’s a lot of 
good, and some experts are arguing against a “techno-panic 
mindset” that worries parents unnecessarily. The bottom line is 
that we can’t keep our kids safe if we don’t know the facts. Here are 
the five most popular myths about Internet safety -- and the truths 
that can set your worries free.

Myth: Social media turns kids into cyberbullies.

Truth: There are many reasons why a kid might cyberbully, and 
social media is just a convenient way to do the dirty work.

The reality is that kids who engage in this behavior typically have 
something else going on that compels them to act out. They might 
be in crisis -- at home, at school, or otherwise socially. They may 
also be bullying in person, or they may have an underdeveloped 
sense of empathy. Awareness of a cyberbully’s circumstances 
-- though not excusing the behavior -- can help parents and 
educators recognize the warning signs and potentially intervene 
before it goes too far.

Myth: Teaching kids not to talk to strangers is the best way to 
keep them safe online.

Truth: Teaching kids to recognize predatory behavior will help 
them avoid unwelcome advances.

In today’s world, where kids as young as 8 are interacting 
with people online, they need to know the boundary between 
appropriate and inappropriate conversation. Kids are often 
pressured by their own friends to talk about sex, so they need to 
know it’s OK to tell peers to back off. Go beyond “stranger danger” 
and teach them what kind of questions are not OK (for example, 
not OK: “Are you a boy or a girl?”; “Where do you live?”; “What are 
you wearing?”; “Do you want to have a private conversation?”). 
Also, teach kids to not go looking for thrills online. Risky online 
relationships more frequently evolve in chat rooms when teens 
willingly seek out or engage in sexual conversation.

Myth: Social media alienates kids.

Truth: Most kids say social media strengthens their relationships. 

Most kids want to have fun, hang out, and socialize normally online 
-- and in fact, according to our research, that’s what the majority is 
doing. Check out these comforting stats:

• Most teens say social media has a positive effect on them.

• Social media is an important avenue of creative expression.

• The quality of kids’ online relationships has a big impact on their 
well-being.

And how about the kids who’ve fought cyberbullying and used the 
Internet for a social cause like Greta Thunberg? More and more, 

kids are harnessing the power of the online world -- and busting up 
a few myths along the way.

Myth: It’s dangerous to post pictures of your kids online.

Truth: If you use privacy settings, limit your audience, and don’t 
ID your kids, it can be done fairly safely.

Although it’s true that posting anything online invites some risks, 
there are ways to limit them if you’re smart about how you do it.

• Use privacy settings. Make sure your privacy settings are set so 
only the closest people in your network can view your posts.

• Limit your audience. Only share posts with close family and 
friends. Or use photo-sharing sites such as Google Photos that 
require a log-in to see pics.

• Don’t rush your kids into social media. Obey the rules about 
keeping kids under 13 off social media. Once your kids have an 
online profile, they can be tagged in photos, which magnifies 
their online presence. If you’re going to upload photos of them, 
don’t identify them and don’t tag them -- that way the photo 
can’t be traced back to them.

Myth: Parental controls are the best way to monitor my kids’ 
online activities.

Truth: Focusing on only one Internet safety method lulls you into 
a false sense of security.

To keep your kids safe online -- and to raise them to be 
responsible, respectful digital citizens -- it takes more than 
installing parental controls. For starters, parental controls can be 
defeated by determined kids. They also often catch too much in 
their filters, rendering any Internet search useless, and they set up a 
“parent vs. kid” dynamic that could backfire.

By all means, use parental controls to help prevent exposure to 
age-inappropriate material and to manage time limits. But don’t 
think they get you off the hook. Continue to discuss responsible, 
respectful online behavior, set rules and consequences for 
misbehavior, and train your kid to manage his or her own usage. 

By Caroline Knorr 

www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV315.pdf
www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV315.pdf
https://cyberbullying.org/cyberbullying-research-2013-update/
https://cyberbullying.org/cyberbullying-research-2013-update/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jcpp.12152
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jcpp.12152
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media/what-is-a-virtual-world-and-is-it-ok-for-my-young-kid
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media/what-is-a-virtual-world-and-is-it-ok-for-my-young-kid
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/01/160107104809.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/01/160107104809.htm
cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/ISTTF_Final_Report-Executive_Summary.pdf
cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/ISTTF_Final_Report-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/2018-social-media-social-life-executive-summary-web.pdf
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/best-viral-antibullying-videos/
https://twitter.com/GretaThunberg?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/common-sense-media-census-measures-plugged-in-parents
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/caroline-knorr/bio
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SMART CORNER

TWEENS, TEENS, AND PHONES: WHAT OUR 2019 RESEARCH REVEALS 
Is there anything more frustrating than hearing “fine” when you 
ask your kid how their day was? It’s the same feeling -- times 
1,000 -- when we see our kids on their devices and have no clue 
what they’re up to. Though many of us worry, the Common Sense 
Census: Media Use by Tweens and Teens, 2019 reveals that, just 
like a kid’s experience of their school day, the truth is much more 
nuanced and complicated than it appears to the naked eye. What 
are they really doing online for so many hours a day? Does every 
kid have a phone? What’s my role as a parent? Our research 
provides insight into these questions so we can help our kids 
navigate the online world and be the best parents we can be. 

The new census is the second wave of research tracking changes 
in tweens’ and teens’ use of and relationship with media between 
2015 and 2019. Based on a nationally representative sample of 
more than 1,600 8- to 18-year-olds, the survey provides a snapshot 
of what media activities kids enjoy, how frequently they engage in 
those activities, and how much time they spend doing so. Some of 
the key findings include:

• Tweens and teens (still) use a lot of screen media. Eight- to 
12-year-olds now average just under five hours of screen media a 
day (4:44), and teens view about seven and a half hours (7:22) daily 
-- not including use of screens at school or the rapidly growing use 
of computers for homework (believe it or not, these numbers are 
not statistically higher than they were in 2015). (When kids report 
using more than one media type simultaneously, the time spent on 
each is calculated individually. For example, if a teen watches an 
hour of online videos while playing video games on their phone, 
that’s tallied as one hour for videos and one hour for games.)

• There’s this thing called YouTube ... Since 2015, the percentage 
of young people who say they watch online videos “every day” 
has doubled, to 56% from 24% among 8- to 12-year-olds, and to 
69% from 34% among 13- to 18-year-olds. For tweens, it is the 
media activity they enjoy the most, with 67% saying they enjoy 
it “a lot,” up from 46% in 2015, when it ranked fifth in enjoyment. 
Time spent watching online videos also increased from 25 to 56 
minutes a day among tweens, and from 35 to 59 minutes a day 
among teens on average. 

• But everyone else has a phone! Tech use is aging down as young 
people get devices earlier. A majority (53%) of kids have their 
own smartphone by the time they are 11, and 69% have one at age 
12. The number of 8-year-olds with phones grew to 19% in 2019 
from 11% in 2015.

• Consumption crushes creation. The majority of young people 
devote very little time to creating their own content (just 2% of 
screen use among tweens and 3% among teens). Screen media 
use continues to be dominated by watching TV and videos, 
playing games, and using social media; use of digital devices for 
making art, creating music, coding, or writing remains minimal. 

• A “homework gap” persists. Teens in lower-income homes 
spend less time using a computer for homework and more time 
doing homework on a phone than their peers from higher-income 

By Michael Robb 

homes (34 minutes vs. 55 minutes on a computer and 21 minutes 
vs. 12 minutes on a phone per day, on average). That is likely at 
least partially due to lower computer ownership among teens in 
lower-income homes.

So, where do you fit into all of this? Exactly where you’ve always 
been. Though kids’ activities have changed a lot and the ground 
keeps shifting under our feet, what kids need from their parents 
remains the same. Being involved and engaged is the key to helping 
kids learn to use smart judgment, make informed choices, and 
develop a sense of responsibility in the online (and offline) world. 
Try these ideas for guiding your kids toward healthy experiences in 
whatever they do:

Ignore cellphone pressure. Though a majority of kids have a phone 
by 11, base your decision of when (or whether) to get one for your 
kid on your family’s actual needs and your kid’s maturity level. 

Enjoy videos and apps with your kid. Co-viewing and co-playing 
are bonding experiences, whether they happen on the big screen 
or a mobile device. Download games you can play against one 
another, subscribe to YouTube channels to watch together, and 
listen to audio books and podcasts. If you can’t watch together, ask 
about what they’re using; most kids love to talk about media.

Encourage (actually, enforce) balance. The Census proves that 
media use only increases as kids get older, so make sure you’re 
actively protecting your kid’s homework time, downtime, and family 
time from tech intrusion. You can set up screen-free times and zones 
(such as the dining table, the bedroom, and during homework).

Model healthy phone use. With some kids getting phones as early 
as 8, it’s important that you demonstrate the habits you want your 
kids to pick up. When you have to use the phone when you’re with 
your kids, tell them why. Make a show of turning off your phone for 
family time. Tell kids how you set limits for yourself.

Get to know YouTube. The census confirms what many of us 
already know: Kids really love YouTube. The platform has made 
changes to slightly improve the appropriateness of related videos 
displayed to kids. But you can use a few tools, such as playlists, 
subscriptions, and even an ad-free membership, to cut down on 
exposure to iffy stuff. Try to make time to watch with your kids 
when you can. Check out our YouTube channel reviews to find the 
good stuff for kids.

Encourage creativity. Though the creative platforms that are 
popular with kids, such as TikTok, Snapchat, and Instagram, each 
have pros and cons, they do offer incredibly sophisticated image-
editing tools that allow kids to really let their imaginations go. 
Consider experimenting with them together. You can also nudge 
kids toward other creative tools, such as writing, coding, 3D 
modeling, and building games to get them into creative hobbies. 

Articles and photos provided by Common Sense Media. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/the-common-sense-census-media-use-by-tweens-and-teens-2019
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/the-common-sense-census-media-use-by-tweens-and-teens-2019
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/michael-robb/bio
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting/whats-the-right-age-for-parents-to-get-their-kids-a-cell-phone
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/why-watching-tv-and-movies-is-better-together
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/3-places-families-should-make-phone-free
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/use-your-phone-less-with-tools-from-apple-google-snapchat-and-more
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/use-your-phone-less-with-tools-from-apple-google-snapchat-and-more
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-youtube
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/youtube-reviews
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tiktok
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/snapchat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/instagram
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/new-strategies-to-get-kids-to-create-media-not-just-consume-it
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/new-strategies-to-get-kids-to-create-media-not-just-consume-it
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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SAFETY FIRST 
Christmas is coming and while most 
of us start to think about all the joys of 
the season, there are some who use the 
shopping season as a way to victimize 
others. One of the ways that criminals will 
look to take advantage of others is through 
gift cards.

Gift cards have become wildly popular. 
They are incredibly convenient and can be 
purchased everywhere from gas stations 
to grocery stores. But you need to be 
careful when purchasing and possessing 
gift cards. Here are some tips to help you 
avoid any troubles:

1. Take a good look at the card that you 
are going to purchase. There are criminals 
who will write down the number and PIN 
(personal identification number) on the 
back of a card. After they see it’s been 
purchased, they will go online and use 
up the balance. It’s a good idea to check 
the card to see if the wrapping has been 
tampered with, or if the PIN code has been 
revealed. If it has, take it to an employee 
and pick a different card. Also, some 
thieves will place a sticker with a barcode 
that they control over a card’s activation 
code. Then, when you place an amount of 
money on the card at the cash register, it 
will actually go to the scammer’s account 
and not yours. It’s important to ensure that 
the card that you are buying has not been 
altered in any way.

2. Keep track of the card. Remember, 
gift cards are just like cash, and if they’re 
lost or stolen they are gone forever. Tuck 
them into your wallet or purse, and if a 
card has a PIN, don’t scratch it off until 
you’re ready to use it. If you’re mailing 
a card, use a method that allows you to 
track the delivery. If it’s being sent online, 

use a means that’s password-protected. 
Just in case the card does get stolen 
or compromised, hold onto the receipt 
or give it to the person you bought the 
card for. It’s also a good idea to give the 
person receiving the card the activation 
receipt. That way they have proof that it 
was bought legitimately and that it wasn’t 
just taken off the rack. And make sure that 
the card number matches the number on 
your activation receipt. If you have a store 
employee who is running a scam, they 
can activate a different card and hand the 
original back to the you, or the opposite 
can be true. The cashier activates the first 
card, but hands an inactive card to the 
customer. In either case, the cashier racks 
up activated gift cards while handing out 
blanks.

3. Don’t be fooled by a phone call or 
email requesting that you pay an alleged 
expense (parking tickets, past due utilities 
or taxes, etc.) with a gift card. No legitimate 
government agency, utility company, or 
local authority is going to request payment 
with gift cards. If they ask you to do this, 
hang up immediately.

4. Be aware of reselling scams. We’ve all 
received gift cards that we know we’ll 
never use. There are legitimate sites that 
allow people to resell gift cards they don’t 
want (Cardpool, Card Cash, and Card 
Kangaroo are a few). They are a handy 
way to get rid of an unwanted card and 
exchange it for one that allows you to 
purchase from a retailer that you prefer. 
The problem is that on sites like Ebay and 
Craigslist, it’s almost impossible to know if 
the gift cards you buy from those sites at a 
discounted rate are legitimately sold or if 
they’ve been stolen by a scammer and are 
being sold for a profit. If a retailer doesn’t 
honor a stolen card or the original owner 
has already used up its value, you are left 
holding the worthless gift card. I would 
avoid Ebay and Craigslist when purchasing 
second-hand gift cards.

I hope that this information helps you feel 
safer and more confident about buying gift 
cards as gifts. Happy Holidays! Stay safe 
and remember, if you see something, SAY 
something.

SOURCES: Giftcards.com/USAToday.com 

SAFETY FIRST

By Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor  
of Safety and Security

 

https://www.giftcards.com/?rmsrc=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4qnz8a-G5gIVkLfsCh3-Ugm6EAAYAiAAEgI66PD_BwE
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LINK IT

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel!   

• Being sick is no fun, and we thought it was important to take a few 
minutes to share some facts, prevention information and reminders.

• Join our team! SV is hiring administrative, secretarial and 
paraprofessional employees.

• The Seneca Valley Adult Walking program began Nov. 4. For more information, click here.

 

STUFF THE BUS!
The Seneca Valley School District once again 
invites you to take part in an opportunity 
which reminds us all of the importance of 
helping those less fortunate. Thousands of 
children, throughout Butler County, smiled 
more brightly last Christmas morning as they 
found something special under the tree thanks 
to Toys for Tots conducted by the Marines.

The staff and teachers of Seneca Valley ask you 
to consider donating a new, unwrapped toy to 
help the students and faculty of SVSD stuff a 
school bus full of toys. Toys will be collected 
from participating Haine Elementary/Middle 
Schools, the Ryan Gloyer Middle School, SV 
Intermediate High School and the SV Senior 
High School until Monday, Dec. 9. 

Please consider helping us to make this holiday 
season a little brighter for others. We thank 
you for any help you may be able to provide, 
and we wish you joyous celebrations. 

SUPPORT SV FOUNDATION BY SHOPPING
Shop for a cause! The Seneca Valley Foundation is now registered with 
AmazonSmile!

AmazonSmile is a program where Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
of eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to the charities selected by customers.

To shop and make a donation to Seneca Valley Foundation visit: https://smile.amazon.
com/ch/45-4050585.

The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private foundation created by Amazon 
to administer the AmazonSmile program. All donation amounts generated by the 
AmazonSmile program are remitted to the AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation donates those amounts to the charitable organizations selected 
by our customers. Amazon pays all expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; they are not 
deducted from the donation. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.svsd.net/Page/25960
https://www.svsd.net/Page/25960
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin/130-7572294-9405612?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%2F130-7572294-9405612%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D45-4050585%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_45-4050585_cl%26token%3D3jS13Cu%252Ff0igA3w9EWiN9Rc8d4jvh8LRJqSHeYErikUUy%252BqASa96ovvf%252Fc91PgPgI%252FWbZbyBckFYOFStZM%252FlaQ%253D%253D
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D45-4050585%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_45-4050585_cl%26token%3D3jS13Cu%252Ff0igA3w9EWiN9Rc8d4jvh8LRJqSHeYErikUUy%252BqASa96ovvf%252Fc91PgPgI%252FWbZbyBckFYOFStZM%252FlaQ%253D%253D
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• Meet current students and staff
• Learn about our majors and campus life

• Learn how to apply and how to pay for college
• Tour campus and have dinner on us

Register at laroche.edu/previewdays

GET A GLIMPSE OF LIFE AT LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY

PREVIEW DA
MONDAY, DEC. 9  |  4:30 p.m.


