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CUSTOM RIDE  

RAIDER PRIDE

One very lucky third grader from Haine 
Elementary is showing that helping other 
kids like him is as easy as riding a bike.

Ricky Ruth not only got a new custom bike 
from Variety -The Children’s Charity, but he 
also starred in a “how-to” video for bikes to 
be presented remotely.

According to Variety, they (excitingly) 
took steps to safely roll out a process to 
present adaptive bikes to eligible kids with 
disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic.

For Ricky, the bike is not only life-changing, 
but thrilling. His mom, Michelle stated, 

Regarding the safety video, Ricky said, “I 
felt happy doing it. I’m going to make kids 
happy and safe!”

Watch Ricky test his new bike with  
Variety here.

Watch Ricky ride his bike at home for the 
first time here. 

Coming Soon!  
A special Raider Pride 
Graduation Edition, 
honoring the Class of 
2020, will be 
published in June.
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“Ricky is jumping up and down with pure 
joy! He’s not only excited that he received 
his bike, but he’s also thrilled that he gets 
to be a model for the video and ultimately 
make sure more kids like him can get their 
bikes during this time. This bike is going 
to transform him!”

Variety officials said through Ricky’s 
incredible help, they will be able to 
have a bike safety video for physical/
occupational therapists to utilize, so 
that Variety can continue to present 
other adaptive bikes to kids safely and 
responsibly during this time throughout 
their 71-county service area.

 SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7p4mgHmGuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7p4mgHmGuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TowNWpIewzg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TowNWpIewzg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
http://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
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NEWS AND EVENTS

A big thank you to paraprofessionals all across the district for the 
work they have done for our students during the school closure, most 
especially for the material collection pickups that took place earlier 
this month at our K-12 buildings. These dedicated individuals spent a 
great deal of time cleaning out lockers and collecting student materials, 
including gym clothes (need we say more?) and school projects in 
classrooms. These items were then sorted by student name, bagged 
and organized alphabetically to create a smooth and efficient pick-up 
process. Many thanks to this hard-working crew! 

ROCK STARS 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

A TOURNAMENT OF BOOKS 
March Madness looked a little different this year, but that didn’t 
stop Haine Elementary teachers from holding a tournament of 
their own.

Third grade teachers at Haine held their third annual March 
Madness Tournament of Books.

They start with 16 books that are read daily and vote until they 
have a winner.

“This year we had to finish our tournament from the comfort of 
our homes,” stated Teacher Melissa Cornibe. “Each third grade 
classroom awarded one winner including Bella Sassaman, 
Ty Palazcak, Ian Puhac, Dylan Howe, Alyssa Phillips, Link 
McKnight and Alex Harsh. With the help of the PTO we were 
able to purchase each student a book and had it delivered to 
their homes.” 

LEARNING TAKES FLIGHT 
Myles Capel’s remote learning is really taking shape! The first grader 
at  Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) recently learned 
about different shapes. He and his mom decided to extend the 
lesson by combining geometry and art into a beautiful butterfly! 

LIFE-SIZED FUN 
Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) second grader Ari 
Marks and her brother are seen here playing a life-size game of 
Chutes and Ladders. 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

Tuesday, May 5, marked National 
Teacher Appreciation Day. 

Students took time to decorate 
the sidewalks outside of schools 
or organized parades in honor of 
their teachers!

More than ever, we have seen 
how dedicated and creative 
teachers are for our students.

With the abrupt end to the 
physical school year, our 
teachers have done even 
more to continue education 
with virtual classrooms and 
learning-at-home lessons; all to 
ensure every student has the 
tools they need to reach their 
full potential.

It’s in these challenging times 
that we truly recognize and 
appreciate how our educators 
play such a pivotal role in 
our children’s lives—inspiring 
a lifelong love of learning 
and discovery and making a 
difference in their well-being and 
long-term success.

Thank you!

Click here to see our Teacher 
Appreciation playlist on 
our YouTube Channel and 
watch videos honoring our 
teachers! 

WE APPRECIATE YOU 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelhgXKsjkvbQvTfWDs7AnCj4SUGR4Zrh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelhgXKsjkvbQvTfWDs7AnCj4SUGR4Zrh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelhgXKsjkvbQvTfWDs7AnCj4SUGR4Zrh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelhgXKsjkvbQvTfWDs7AnCj4SUGR4Zrh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelhgXKsjkvbQvTfWDs7AnCj4SUGR4Zrh
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THANK YOU, NURSES 
On National School Nurse Day and every day, we honor 
our nurses at Seneca Valley who make a difference in the 
lives of children every day. School nurses lead the way to 
support health and ensure that students are healthy, safe 
and ready to learn.

During this difficult time, our school nurses have been 
on the front lines, taking thermal temperatures every 
day at all our food pick up locations. Additionally, Linda 
Starosta, Evans City Elementary/Middle School nurse 
has been sewing masks for SV employees and volunteers 
to help keep them safe while serving others.

Thank you to all our school nurses who give their care 
and kindness to others at SV. We appreciate all that 
you do! 

NEWS AND EVENTS

SV SCHOOL NURSE RECEIVES EXCELLENCE AWARD 
The Highmark Foundation announced Liz 
Williams, Ryan Gloyer Middle School Nurse, 
as one of five winners of its sixth annual 
Advancing Excellence in School Nursing 
Awards, created to honor and recognize the 
important role that school nurses play in 
keeping children healthy.

Ms. Williams was awarded in the category 
of Transformation because she advances 
school nursing by sharing best practices and 
innovation’s while rethinking the delivery of 
school health care services to students. 

“We are thrilled that Ms. Williams is part 
of the Seneca Valley team,” stated Seneca 
Valley Supervisor of Gifted Education 
and Student Services Jeff Roberts. “Her 
dedication to the health of our students is 
remarkable and she helps make our team of 
school nurses stronger.”

The award includes $1,500 to use for 
professional development or health-related 
programs at their respective schools.

“I am very honored to have been recognized,” 
said Ms. Williams. “I plan to use the winnings 
for continuing education for all the nurses 
and assisting the middle school health 
department purchase new resources on 
topics such as vaping, mental health/anxiety, 
drug/alcohol abuse, eating disorders, as well 

as updating our CPR equipment.”

The five Advancing Excellence in School 
Nursing Awards winners were selected by a 
panel of judges from nominations received 
across the regions that the Highmark 
Foundation serves throughout West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania.

The Highmark Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
private, charitable organization dedicated to 
improving the health, well-being, and quality 
of life for individuals and communities 
throughout the areas served by Highmark 
Inc. and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS 
May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month. Seneca Valley School District 
Psychologists recently hosted an 
informational mental health webinar for 
our staff, students and families who may 
need some help during these challenging 
times. In addition to discussing 
the normal reactions to abnormal 
circumstances, they offered coping 
strategies and ways in which they can 
help. Click on the link to listen to “Ask 
the Psychologist.” 

https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=50624&PageID=1
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=50624&PageID=1
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ON PARADE
Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) Teachers on the 
Bobcat Team recently traveled over 100 miles and took 
about eight hours to parade through the district. Why? 
Because they miss their students. 

“We all miss seeing you at school each day,” said RGMS 
Science Teacher Matthew Durst. “Even though we are 
trying to make the end of this school year the best that 
it can be, it just isn’t the same not seeing our students.”  

Teachers drove past every one of their students’ houses, 
being sure to maintain a safe social distance.

“It was a big project and it took us most of the day 
to complete the entire parade over our entire school 
district, but it was worth it to see students’ smiling 
faces.” 

A special shout out to Mr. Durst who created the plan 
and routed the parade of cars. 

NEWS AND EVENTS
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PAYING IT FORWARD 
When an SV Graduate bought 
Tracy Richards’ meal at Chick-
Fil-A, it sparked an idea to pay 
it forward.

Afterward, the Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School (RGMS) Lions 
Team Math Teacher immediately 
went to Aldi to purchase a box 
of food for another family, and 
that’s how her grass roots effort 
of providing a food bank in her 
garage began. 

Ms. Richards reached out to 
various teachers, coaches, 
parents and community 
members to help with the 
cause. The group has brought 

in thousands of dollars worth 
of food donations and made 33 
deliveries to SV families. 

“We wanted to start this in a 
manageable way to kind of see 
what happened,” stated Ms. 
Richards. “We then opened it up 
to the high school program and 
started asking for more families 
to give food. We’ve given to 

everyone we’ve heard about so 
far, but we know there are a lot 
more families in need.”

A big thanks to SV parents Bobbi 
Congdon and Lisa Vescio, as well 
as the Lions Team Teachers of 
Lisa Kasper, Karissa Lambert, 
Dean Leventopoulos, Tammie 
Limmer, Meagan Loewy, Mike 
Manipole, Susan Moury, Tara 

Schenck and Ms. Richards, 
who are making deliveries, 
coordinating food organization 
and also getting donations from 
their families and friends.

If you are interested in helping 
or know of someone who needs 
help, please contact Ms. Richards 
at richardstg@svsd.net. 

A SWEET VISIT
Ryan Gloyer Middle School 
(RGMS) Teachers came up with 
a delicious plan to visit with 
their students.

Like all our teachers who are 
missing their students, the Lions 
Team Teachers wanted to say 
hello and spend a few minutes 
together – at a proper social 
distance. So, they coordinated 
a free Rita’s Italian Ice Social on 
May 5. 

Throughout the day, RGMS 
teachers worked the counter 
and greeted students with a 
sweet treat. 

We had almost 100 students 

STUDENT SHOWCASE
For years, Ryan Gloyer Middle 
School (RGMS) Gifted students 
have presented projects that 
included everything from birth 
order psychology to designing 
a dream home at their annual 
Scenario Showcase Night.

This year would be no exception, 
but it looked a little different.

RGMS teachers organized a 
“Watch Party” on YouTube for the 
2020 Scenario Showcase. Click 
here and select the videos tab to 
view student’s submissions.

Over 125 seventh and eighth 
grade students worked diligently 
all year and shared their final 
projects via YouTube and during 
a Zoom Meeting with parents, 
teachers, friends and community 
members who were in attendance 
virtually. 

“We were so proud to present 
our 2020 Scenario Showcase at 
home,” exclaimed RGMS Gifted 
Support Teacher Meagan Loewy. 
“We were hoping to create some 

attend along with their families 
over the eight hours we were 
there,” exclaimed RGMS Health 
and Physical Education Teacher 
Mike Manipole. “There were 
so many smiles from staff and 
students alike, and it was a very 
positive day for all!

A special thanks to the owner 
of Rita’s in Cranberry Township, 
Megan Miller, for making this 
day possible. 

sense of community, like we do 
when we have our in-person 
event, and provide supportive, 
positive feedback for our 
students.”

The purpose of the Scenario 
Showcase evening is to celebrate 
the achievements, creativity 
and innovative thinking shown 
by the RGMS Gifted students 
who undertook the challenge 
of designing and completing an 
independent scenario project. 

mailto:richardstg@svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC547apjRegXUzsf69gZHT3Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC547apjRegXUzsf69gZHT3Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC547apjRegXUzsf69gZHT3Q
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SCHOOL LUNCH HEROES 
School Lunch Hero Day was Friday, May 1. We wanted to celebrate all 
our hard-working cafeteria staff and meal volunteers who are feeding 
2,305 SV students every week. Many of these tremendous volunteers 
reported to work dressed the part. Families also thanked workers 
through car signs, posters and even a celebratory cake! 
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HOT TOPIC
Seneca Valley Sophomore 
Veronica Pimenova was recently 
awarded a scholarship from 
Gannon University for her 
excellent work on a nanoparticles 
project for the Covestro 
Pittsburgh Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair (PRSEF). 

“For my project, Synthesis of 
Spiky Nanoparticles, I created 
gold nanoparticles that can 
be used to make paints more 
environmentally friendly,” said 
Miss Pimenova. “I developed 
the gold particles with several 
different Turkevich methods 
and was able to use scanning 
electron microscopy to study 
their characteristics.”

“The Carnegie Science Center 
commends you on your superior 
work and your achievement 
in earning this award,” 
stated Science Fair Director 

FROM ME TO YOU 
Seneca Valley Intermediate 
High School students in Cheryl 
Zorich’s class have been 
working on a project that’s from 
the heart.

The elementary mentor project, 
endearingly termed ‘From Me…to 
You’, is a compilation of student-
produced videos. Its hope was 
to offer a little ray of sunshine 
to Seneca Valley elementary 
students, who are most definitely 
missing their teachers.

“Our students will love seeing 
the examples of older SV 
students,” said Evans City 
Elementary Principal Lauri 
Pendred. “They love hearing 
about how elementary 
experiences made a difference 
for older students.”

Some students read, some 
demonstrated a talent, but 
all shared positivity and 
encouragement for their 
younger peers.

“We wanted to pass on some 
‘lessons’ for the elementary 
students to encourage them in 
this unprecedented time,” said 
Ms. Zorich. “I am really proud of 
the students who participated 
and I truly enjoyed the creativity 
involved in this project and the 
camaraderie with my students 
during the process!”

Click on the link titled “From 
Me to You” to view the final 
project. 

A HELPFUL TIP 
Seneca Valley Family and 
Consumer Sciences (FACS) 
Teachers put together the 
infographic below, illustrating 
how the coping skills we are 
using right now during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is directly 
related to what they teach and 
what students have learned in 
their classes.

Take a closer look here: https://
create.piktochart.com/
output/46176253-my-visual. 

ON DISPLAY 
Senior Maura Taylor was the 
Artist of the Month for March, 
and unfortunately only had her 
art on display for a couple of 
days before school was closed. 

Miss Taylor’s ambitious body 
of work featured large-scale 
paintings of contemporary rap 
music icons. 

According to Miss Taylor, she 
was very surprised and excited 

to be chosen, as there is so 
much talent at Seneca Valley. 
She said, “I was so honored to 
have my artwork decorate the 
lobby of the senior high school. 
I love music, so I chose pieces 
that are of different modern 
music artists.”

“I have had the privilege of 
teaching and getting to know 
Maura over the last few years 

and it has been amazing to see 
how much she has grown as an 
artist in such a short amount of 
time,” stated Senior High School 
Art Teacher Jason Woolslare, 
who chose her for this honor. “I 
am really proud of her!”

Miss Taylor plans to attend 
Indiana University of PA 
where she will major in Art 
Education. 

Nicki Wood.

Each year, approximately 
1,000 students from more 
than 100 schools participate 
in the Covestro PRSEF. 
Students spend the 12 
months leading up to the 
Science Fair developing 
and executing a project 
by utilizing the scientific 
method. 

https://www.svsd.net/Page/26214
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26214
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26214
https://create.piktochart.com/output/46176253-my-visual
https://create.piktochart.com/output/46176253-my-visual
https://create.piktochart.com/output/46176253-my-visual
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(VIRTUAL) JAM SESSION
Just because SV 
instrumentalists are apart, 
doesn’t mean they can’t make 
music together.

Utilizing the online 
collaboration tool Flipgrid, 
SV’s Jazz Ensemble II class 
performed “Such Sweet 
Thunder” by Duke Ellington 
and arranged by Mike Kamuf, 
as a virtual band.

Each band member 
individually recorded 
themselves playing their 
specific part and submitted 
it to Seneca Valley Music 
Teacher Varden Armstrong.  

“They recorded their pieces 

SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

while playing with a demo track without ever 
being together,” exclaimed Mr. Armstrong. “I 
took all the parts and arranged them using 
audio recording software to create the final 
product.  While this is not a substitute for a live 
performance, this project was a great way for 
students to share music during these unusual 
circumstances. It not only allowed them to 
collaborate, but they also gained a new respect 
for the way recordings are created in the music 
industry. I am so proud of their hard work and 
determination to make this project a success.”

Afterward, students had the opportunity to 
collaborate via Microsoft Teams to evaluate the 
final product. 

“Wow! This sounds so nice,” said Sreya 
Padamati, sophomore and alto saxophone 
player. “Everyone played so well. It’s crazy how 

ALL-STATE
Due to the circumstances 
surrounding school closures, 
the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association 
(PMEA) All-State Festival and 
Conference that was originally 
scheduled in April had to be 
canceled. 

This created a very unique 
situation as some of the 
regional events (a festival used 
to determine if students qualify 
for states) had already taken 
place prior to the cancellation, 
and some had not. 

The choral component of PMEA 
had a traditional regional 
festival and nine SV choral 
students qualified for the state 
level including Ethan Bannon, 
Sammi Carter, Seth Cratsley, 
Cole Eckenrode, Nicholas 
Folino, Trey Hixon, Alex 
Mortier, Jonah Smeltzer and 
Bryce White.

The Band and Orchestra 
components of PMEA 

even when we are apart from each other we still 
manage to create music together.”

Listen to their final piece here:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/ 
1NIjGN9bjxqKqKxwhCFcewqBwNkmYnNwt/ 
view 

completed their state level auditions virtually. 
Although they did not have a traditional festival, 
the music that had been preselected for these 
festivals was utilized to complete the audition. 
Students submitted a video recording for 
the audition.

Two students, Erin Keppler and Jacklyn Ko, 
qualified for All-State Orchestra.

Seven band students, Alaina Althouse, Luke 
Choban, Kyle Gragg, Victor Myrna, Ashleigh 
Patterson, Elizabeth Salgado and Lizzie Sylves 
qualified for the state level.

“Even though the circumstances were different 
than anticipated, these accomplishments are just 
as prestigious,” stated Seneca Valley Performing 
Arts Coordinator Varden Armstrong. “Music 
students who qualify for the state level have 
achieved the highest honor in the state as a 
musician. They have earned a spot as a state 
champion.” 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NIjGN9bjxqKqKxwhCFcewqBwNkmYnNwt/view?fbclid=IwAR0u_9TZrlznrDQL8ZTFGorXcQzbl9ozPLzRjrOSHS04ka2XWsmwSYuaTCU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NIjGN9bjxqKqKxwhCFcewqBwNkmYnNwt/view?fbclid=IwAR0u_9TZrlznrDQL8ZTFGorXcQzbl9ozPLzRjrOSHS04ka2XWsmwSYuaTCU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NIjGN9bjxqKqKxwhCFcewqBwNkmYnNwt/view?fbclid=IwAR0u_9TZrlznrDQL8ZTFGorXcQzbl9ozPLzRjrOSHS04ka2XWsmwSYuaTCU
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WE ARE PLANNING FOR 2020-21 – PHYSICAL, DRUG & CONCUSSION TEST DATES.
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug 
testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2020-21.  Please 
note these plans are subject to change.

REMINDERS for 2020-21: 
• ALL paperwork is due in the athletic office no later than 

Tuesday, Aug. 4, by 3 p.m.  Coaches will not accept 
paperwork at the first day of tryouts.

• Physicals are first come, first served on dates noted – see 
schedule below. We do not take reservations in advance. We 
encourage families to have their physical completed as soon 
as possible after June 1, 2020.  You may visit your PCP or any 
Urgent Care Clinic for an athletic physical.

• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible 
form for doctor’s signature.

• All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2020-21 
will be available on SV Portal starting June 1, 2020.

• All student-athletes must be registered in the on SV Portal 
under “Sports Registration” before competing.  Registration 
begins June 1, 2020.

• Complete information available on the District’s Athletics 
website under “Participation and TRYOUT information” 
starting June 1, 2020.

• Concussion baseline testing only needs to be done every 
other year.

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

Physicals, Drug Testing and ImPACT Baseline Concussion 
Testing Dates – Senior High School

• July 15, 2020 from 3 - 7 p.m. 
Drug testing & baseline concussion testing offered – NO 
physicals this session.

• July 16, 2020 from 8 a.m. – Noon 
Physicals, drug testing & baseline concussion testing offered 
this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60 total between hours 
of 8 – 12pm.

• July 16, 2020 from 1 – 3 p.m. 
PHYSICALS, drug testing & baseline concussion testing 
offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total 
between hours of 1 – 3pm.

• July 29, 2020 from 3 - 7 p.m.  
Drug testing & baseline concussion testing offered – NO 
physicals this session.

• July 30, 2020 from 8 a.m. – Noon 
 Physicals, drug testing & baseline concussion testing offered 
this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60 total between hours 
of 8 a.m. – Noon.

• July 30, 2020 from 1- 3 p.m.  
Physicals, drug testing & baseline concussion testing offered 
this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total between hours 
of 1 – 3 p.m. 

SV MARCHING BAND AUXILIARY 
SQUAD TRYOUT INFORMATION
Students in grades 8-11 are eligible to tryout for the Seneca 
Valley Marching Band Auxiliary squads for the upcoming 
school year/season. However, at this time we do not 
have a date for tryouts for Pom Pons or Colorguard. We 
are following guidelines from the state and the Seneca 
Valley School District as to when these may be scheduled. 
If you are interested in trying out you will need to visit 
www.svband.net to find detailed information along with 
instructions for registration. When a tryout date becomes 
available, those that have registered will be contacted with 
further information. Registration deadline is June 5. 

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://www.svsd.net//Domain/792
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MASK MISSION  
SVF sells face masks to benefit school 
community     

The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF) is 
selling cloth face masks as a fundraiser to 
benefit our school community. The cost per 
mask is $4 with ALL proceeds going to the 
District’s “Grab and Go” Meal Distribution 
Fund for expenses incurred that are not 
covered by government subsidies.

The masks proudly highlight our COVID-19 
mantra of #SVTogether - because that is 
what we are and will continue to be for 
our families.

These handmade masks were lovingly 
sewn by SV students, staff and parents. 

SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION 

IN THE BAG
Seneca Valley staff and administration 
worked on a multitiered plan to clean out 
all classrooms and lockers and distribute 
belongings to the nearly 7,300 students 
in the District. Thank goodness for the 
wonderful businesses in our community 
who came forward to help! We are 
incredibly thankful for the donations of 

Sizes available are Large and Small/Medium. 
The small/medium fit just about everyone, 
including children, and is the same size as 
pleated style masks. Fuller faces will need 
the large size. Our masks have a drawstring 
which makes them customizable. Orders can 
be mailed or picked up at the Administration 
Center between 9 a.m. -3 p.m. beginning 
Friday, May 22. Questions may be emailed to 
Ms. Annie Mersing, SV Foundation Director of 

Development, at mersingam@svsd.net.

Many thanks to Paul Zurrica and 
Bella Construction for donating 500 
#SVTogether face masks to those in need. 
In the hopes of spreading kindness and 
SV pride, Mr. Zurrica stated, “I believe in 
doing things to help other people and in 
these uncertain times, kindness needs to be 
expressed more than ever.”

To order a mask, visit this link: https://
seneca-valley-foundation.square.site/
product/-svtogether-face-mask/9?cs=true

If you’re interested in making a monetary 
donation to the SVF, please visit www.svsd.
net/SVFoundation.

We thank you for your support! 

TO: SV, FROM: SUBWAY
Cory St. Esprit, a 2005 graduate of Seneca 
Valley and owner of local Subways in 
Harmony, Jackson’s Pointe and Cranberry, 
felt compelled to give back to the community 
that has given him so much.

His Subway in Harmony generously donated 
lunch to staff during the recent classroom 
and locker cleanout.

Mr. St. Esprit said, “Seneca Valley was one of 
the most influential places in my life, setting 
me up for a lifetime of investigating the world 
around me, not taking things at face value, 
and diving deeper into solving problems and 
creating solutions. I made lifelong friends 
there, who I still see regularly today. It was 
never a large school to me - but a family. As 
a local business owner, anything I can do 
to give back to the school, the people, and 
the community is always a top priority on 
my list. It’s a pleasure to still be part of the 
SV community.”

Read more about Cory in our Alumni Q & A 
feature on page 14.

THANK YOU
SV staff, school board, community 
members, business leaders and residents 
have stepped up to help during this difficult 
time. See below for a list of COVID-19 
response donors. We thank them for their 
tremendous support!

Cynthia Logsdon
Anonymous (x6)

Food, 
Non-Perishable 
and Cleaning 
Supply Donations
Dana Nicklas
Jodie Perry
Jeffrey James
Shoba Nelikil
Cory St. 
Esprit, Subway 
(Harmony, Jackson 
Pointe, Cranberry)

District 
Supply Donations
Shop N Save 
(Cranberry)
Aldi (Cranberry)
Lowe’s (Cranberry)
Dairy Queen Grill and 
Chill (Cranberry)

COVID-19 Response 
Donations

Monetary Donations
MaryAnn Graziano
Sarah and Bryan Mullen
Kristi Vandergrift
Rachel Schulte
Elena and Steven Geil
Mike Jacobs
Fred Peterson
Alexis Colonello
Sara Kamarchik
Raymond Peaco, in   
memory of Marcia Peaco

Christine Cooper
Dean Walker
Jeannie Orent
Courtney and 
Travis Williams
Dana Nicklas
Katie McAfee

3D Face 
Shield Donors
Eric Mosso
Peggy Lonett
Debbie Combes
Bethany and 
Drew Fogle

Sysco Pittsburgh 
(Harmony)

Food Service 
Department/Cafeteria 
Fund Donations
Kim McPhilomy & Girl 
Scout Troop 26762
Billie Jo Peffer
Katie and Michael Sciulli

Personal Protective 
Equipment Donations
Mychele Holby
Nancy Lindsay
Katie, Matt and 
Emily Cinker
Paul Zurrica, 
Bella Construction

Technology Donations
Beverly Behm 

plastic and paper bags 
from the following 
Cranberry Township 
businesses: Aldi, 
Dairy Queen (an extra 
special shout out to 
DQ for dropping off 
dilly bars for staff, 
too!), Lowe’s and  
Shop ‘n Save. 

 

,ailto:mersingam@svsd.net
https://seneca-valley-foundation.square.site/product/-svtogether-face-mask/9?cs=true
https://seneca-valley-foundation.square.site/product/-svtogether-face-mask/9?cs=true
https://seneca-valley-foundation.square.site/product/-svtogether-face-mask/9?cs=true
https://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
https://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
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NEWS AND EVENTS

CONGRATULATIONS, DR. FRANCIS 
Tina Francis, 
Connoquenessing 
Valley Elementary 
School Assistant 
Principal, recently 
completed her 
doctorate in 
Leadership and 
Administration 
with honors 
and a 4.0 GPA 
from Point Park 
University. 
“Completing the doctoral program at 
Point Park University provided me the 
opportunity to challenge myself as a 

‘I LED THE PLEDGE’ 
Seneca Valley School District’s regularly 
scheduled School Board meeting was 
(virtually) held on Monday, May 4. We 
were pleased to continue the tradition of 
inviting elementary students from Seneca 
Valley’s K-4 schools to lead the members 
of the School Board and public in saying 
“The Pledge of Allegiance.” For the May 
meeting, Haine first grader Ashlynn 
Kazmarek did the honors, and she did a 
great job! To watch, click here. 

leader and a learner and I am so thankful 
for my family, friends and colleagues who 
supported me throughout this journey,” 
said Dr. Francis. 

PLANNING PANEL
Seneca Valley Transportation Director 
Jim Pearson recently participated as a 
panelist in the National Association for 
Pupil Transportation Webinar on Planning 
for School Reopening.

As planning ramps up for a return to 
school, questions abound.

Mr. Pearson joined other leaders from 
across the country who discussed social 
distancing, safety and transportation and 
how it pertains to next school  year. 

TO: SV, FROM: SUBWAY

The Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC)  is accepting registrations for their 
cyber and arts programs, both full-time and hybrid options are available.

SVAOC is proud to be part of the award winning, well-established Seneca Valley School 
District and features certified and endorsed teachers across all areas of the curriculum.

To learn more, visit www.svsd.net/SVAOC.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DP2ctD-u3M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.svsd.net/SVAOC
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

ALUMNI Q & A
Cory St. Esprit, a 
2005 Seneca Valley 
Graduate is the 
owner of five local 
Subway Restaurants 
and recently 
donated lunch to all 
the staff members 
who assisted with 
locker cleanouts 
districtwide. He stated, “I wanted to 
support the staff and faculty in their 
continual desire to go above and beyond 
for their students.” We asked him to catch 
us up on what he is doing and how Seneca 
Valley influenced his life and career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing 
today: 
A: Today, I own five Subway locations in the 
area. My parents were Subway franchisees 
before me and, following graduate 
school, I moved back to the area to learn 
the business and also grow it. After they 
retired, my family and I have continued 
to expand. We currently own locations in 
Harmony, Zelienople (Jackson’s Pointe), 
the Village Shoppes of Cranberry Plaza in 
Cranberry Township, Moraine Pointe Plaza 
in Butler, and the corner of Route 8 and 
Mercer Road in Butler.

Additionally, I am the Director of Outreach 
at Pathway Church in Chippewa Township 
(Beaver County). I have a B.S. in Parks 
and Resource Management and an M.S. in 
Sustainable Systems, both from Slippery 
Rock University of Pennsylvania. I finished 
all of the coursework and part of the 
dissertation for my Ph.D. in Geography 
at Kent State University, before taking a 
hiatus to grow my family and work on my 
businesses. My research was looking at 
the role of U.S. non-profit organizations in 
combatting child trafficking, using Haiti as a 
case study.

Q: Please share with us some information 
about your family.
A: My wife, Abigail, and I have been married 
for seven years and currently live in New 
Brighton. We met while I was working on 
my Ph.D. at Kent State University. We have 
three children: Avery (6), Joey (4), Henry 

(2), and a little girl that is due on July 1. My 
wife is an accountant and also homeschools 
our children. 

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to 
know about you? 
A: I do a lot of international development 
work. My previous work was in Haiti, but 
over the past three years I’ve been going 
down to Panama every two/three months 
to work in a remote indigenous village that 
is only accessible by dugout canoe. We’ve 
slept in hammocks in a hut and been woken 
up by howler monkeys while working to 
install clean water systems and build on 
micro-enterprise. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you 
become the person you are today, both 
personally and professionally? 
A: The resources available at Seneca Valley, 
both the tangible/physical resources and the 
connections, go far in life. We are blessed 
with numerous opportunities in the arts, 
sciences, business and more. Following 
graduation in 2005, I was able to take that 
knowledge and skills into the world of 
academia. SV instilled a love of nature in me 
– from McKeever Environmental Learning 
Center in fifth grade and onto advanced 
studies at the high school level. I took 
this passion to college, studying outdoor 
planning and natural resource management. 
I worked for the National Park Service in 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (Akron, 
OH), the U.S. Forest Service in the Gallatin 
National Forest (West Yellowstone, MT), and 
spent another summer living at Old Faithful 
in Yellowstone (Wyoming). SV gave me the 
skills to think critically, research and dive into 
a subject. I remember as a senior thinking 
what a pain the Senior Project was, but in 
college, I couldn’t believe the step up I had 
above other peers in researching and writing 
academic articles and papers. 

Aside from that, it’s a large community 
with many resources. As I look at my 
current occupation as a multi-unit Subway 
Franchisee, those connections have 
afforded me the opportunity to support 
Seneca Valley academics, athletics and 
more. My team knows that we support 
almost anything that SV can throw our way, 
through sponsorships, meals, donations 
and more. It’s the least I can do to give back 

to the place that has been so influential in 
my life. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley 
such a special place to learn and grow? 
A: It’s big…but not too big. I never felt lost in 
the shuffle. We sit at the crux of a big city and 
small suburban/rural environments – which 
means you meet people from all walks of 
life and backgrounds. That holds true for the 
students, the faculty and the staff. It afforded 
me opportunities to meet people from 
different backgrounds, beliefs and more. 
Even more so, it’s just a caring environment. 
I think of 2003, when one of our classmates 
and my best friend, Joseph Sauers 
(namesake for my son), passed away. The 
way the administration and teachers reached 
out to us forever engrained SV in my brain as 
a loving community. The cafeteria workers 
delivered lunches to our house, as 130 
students gathered there in mourning. The 
administration came to sit with us and pray 
with us. The school sent the grief counselors 
to our home to meet with students there. 
This isn’t “normal” for a school – they showed 
they could go above and beyond. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/
SV staff member? 
A: There are two that stick out as the most 
influential – Roy Waugaman (fifth Grade 
Teacher, Evans City Middle School) and 
Rebecca Finch (12th Grade Honors Biology). 
Both instilled a desire in me to explore the 
world around me and not just take anything 
at face value. We spent time in the outdoors, 
exploring nature, asking questions and 
finding answers. It’s these two teachers 
that were way more than just teachers – but 
mentors and friends. They’re the reason I 
went to study environmental related sciences 
in college. 
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WHO’S MY KID TALKING TO ONLINE? By: Caroline Knorr

While we’re sheltering in place, the fact that kids can stay in touch 
with friends and family by texting, video-chatting, and gaming has 
been a lifesaver for many families. There’s just a little problem: Who 
the heck are they talking to? And how do you make sure they stay 
safe? With reasonable oversight, meaningful conversations, and a 
few critical privacy settings, you can improve the odds that kids’ 
convos will stay cool—and help them learn to protect themselves 
from potential risks. Below, we’ll break down exactly whom kids 
can talk to on different platforms, what you can determine from a 
routine spot check of their devices and settings you can use to limit 
their circle.

Quick take
• Use privacy settings. Your kid should make their online 

accounts private and enable all available restrictions that 
prevent total strangers from contacting them. Tell them not 
to respond to any contacts they don’t recognize—even if it 
looks friendly.

• Recognize red-flag feelings. Sexting, cyberbullying, 
harassment—it can all crop up when kids chat. Encourage 
your kid to trust their gut if something makes them feel 
uncomfortable—and block and report anything inappropriate. 
Also, never move a chat off the original platform, with a 
few exceptions.

• Protect your well-being. If it’s not fun, what’s the point? 
While kids love connecting to friends online, too much of a 
good thing could have negative consequences. Help them 
develop the self-awareness it takes to shut down devices 
when that happens.

Basic phone texting
Who kids are talking to. Texting is mostly limited to people kids 
know in real life, but anyone with your kid’s number can call, text 
and even video-chat with them.

What a spot check reveals. A lot (unless kids delete their call logs). 
Phones log every call and text and may add the sender to your kid’s 
contact list automatically.

What to watch out for. Group texting is huge with kids who have 
their own devices. It also opens them up to being contactable by 
anyone on the chain—and some people may be strangers. Contacts 
can be hidden and texts can be deleted, so looking at your kid’s 
phone may not show you everyone they’re talking to. Also, watch 
out for spam bots—texts that look like they’re from real people 
but are actually ads; if kids don’t recognize the number, they 
shouldn’t respond.

Useful settings. iPhones allow you to manage kids’ contacts (go 
to Settings/Screen Time/Communication Limits). Both iPhones 
and Android phones allow you to restrict third-party apps from 
automatically adding all of your contacts, which helps kids keep 
their circle smaller.

Social media
Who kids are talking to. Kids usually chat or send pics back 
and forth with only friends, as well as friends of friends, but they 
can pretty much chat with anyone they want. For example, on 
Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok, unless kids enable privacy 
settings to prevent contact with strangers, they can direct-message 
(DM) anyone who follows them and anyone they follow. The 
platforms also make it super easy to extend your network by 
recommending new accounts to follow, allowing you to sync all 
your social media contacts, and offering QR codes that let you add 
people with your camera.

What a spot check reveals. You should be able to see all of your 
kids’ contacts from their account profile page. On Instagram 
and TikTok, you can read chats by tapping on a contact name 
and viewing the history. You can also follow your kids on 
those platforms to see what they post publicly. But Snapchat 
automatically deletes chats and public posts (stories) after 
they’re viewed.

What to watch out for. Cyberbullying, drama and time spent are 
all hazards of social media chatting. Unwanted contact, such as 
predatory behavior or inappropriate requests, is a risk—and it can 
come from strangers or kids they know.

Useful settings. Most platforms offer privacy settings that allow 
kids to keep their accounts private, prevent contact from strangers, 
and limit comments. Some apps go further: Instagram offers an 
array of settings for kids to manage their circle of friends, and 
TikTok offers a small suite of parental controls, including the ability 
to disable direct messaging.

Games
Who kids are talking to. Kids play with friends they know in real 
life, but competing against new people is a huge part of the fun. 

continued on page 16
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continued from page 15

So most gamers have lots of casual online pals they’ve made just 
from playing certain games or playing on a certain platform, such as 
Steam or Roblox.

What a spot check reveals. It depends. In most games, you can see 
a list of your kids’ contacts, and you might be able to read your kids’ 
chats and private message history. But some game chat is done by 
voice—so you might be able to only hear what your kid is saying 

when they’re gaming, which is possible if you keep their console 
or computer in a family room instead of a bedroom.

What to watch out for. Game chat—whether voice, video, or 
written—can run the gamut from edgy (with really graphic 
language) to cruel (including hate speech and homophobic slurs) 
to kind (since gamers can forge friendships through gaming). 
Game chat can be totally off topic, too. Be aware that not all 
game chat occurs on the platform kids play on. Some gamers 
prefer to use the chat app Discord to talk with their teammates, 
so you’ll want to find out whether your kid uses it (it has the 
same visibility as other social media).

Useful settings. Games usually offer privacy settings that allow 
players to keep a tightly curated list of contacts. You’ll want to 
go through the game settings to enable the protections you’re 
comfortable with, from limiting all contact to just friends to 
moderated chat, which is available on some platforms.

Keep the conversation going
If you’ve relaxed a bit about your kid meeting up with 
friends online, it’s a good time to check in. Review your rules 
about who they can talk to on different platforms. Are you 
comfortable with text chat in Roblox but not OK with DMs 
in TikTok? You can ask what differences they’ve noticed 
between face-to-face interactions and online conversations. 
Will they keep up with the video chatting when they can 
finally see their friends again? What have they learned about 
themselves during this experience?  

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT TIKTOK? 
With so many social networks to keep track of, it’s not 
surprising if your kid’s obsession with the TikTok app leaves 
you scratching your head. So what is it exactly?

TikTok is a free social media app that lets you watch, create, 
and share videos -- often to a soundtrack of the top hits in 
music -- right from your phone. It was originally available as 
musical.ly in the U.S. but was rebranded when the two apps 
merged in August 2018. With more than 100 million users, Tik 
Tok is incredibly popular, owing in part to its slick mash-up 
of features from other kid favorites. As with the lip-synching 
app Dubsmash, users can watch and record videos of 
themselves lip-synching to popular music and sound bites. 
As they did on the now-defunct Vine, kids can create short, 
shareable videos ranging from funny to serious. And just like 
YouTube, Tik Tok is an interactive world of videos that lets you 
connect with friends and admirers through likes, comments, 
and even duets.

Articles provided by Common Sense Media

TikTok even spawns its own 
celebrities. Back before TikTok 
acquired musical.ly, overnight 
sensations like Baby Ariel and 
Jacob Sartorius gained internet 
fame on the app, especially with 
kids and teens. Since then, even 
more stars have joined the list.

But with so much information out 
there, it can be a challenge for 
parents to know if it’s really safe. While TikTok videos are mostly 
harmless, creative fun, there are real concerns about kids using the 
app. As with any social network, you have to use privacy settings 
to limit how much information you and your kids are sharing. Kids 
can post stuff without reviewing or editing it first. There have even 
been reports of online predators using the app to target younger 
users.  And in 2019, TikTok paid millions to settle with federal 
regulators who charged it violated children’s privacy law. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/dubsmash
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/dubsmash
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/vine-camera
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/youtube
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-facts-about-online-predators-every-parent-should-know
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SAFETY FIRST

By Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor  
of Safety and Security

 

The poet Alfred Tennyson wrote, “In the Spring a young man’s 
fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love.” But anyone from western 
Pennsylvania will tell you that springtime really means, you guessed 
it, road construction projects.

Construction zones can be hazardous for you and especially the 
workers in the zones. The lanes are tight, they often change quickly 
or deviate from the natural course of the road, and there are road 
crews and machinery near traffic. I wanted to take this time to 
remind you about how important it is to maintain proper speed and 
spacing in construction zones, and to pay extra attention for moving 
vehicles and personnel.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
since 2003 an average of 74 road workers are killed each year in 
roadway construction accidents. Just like the majority of all other 
traffic deaths, these accidents were caused by excess speed and 
distraction. This is heartbreaking because it’s preventable. Look, I 
get it. Traffic due to construction can be exasperating, but our road 
workers are left out there unprotected and vulnerable. The danger 
that they face from moving vehicles is constant, and human vs. 
vehicle is a battle that very few humans win. 

So, what can you do to keep yourself and workers safe in 
construction zones? Here are some tips from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration:

Stay alert and minimize distractions
• Dedicate your full attention to the roadway

• Avoid changing the radio station, using a mobile phone, eating 
or other distractions that can remove your concentration from 
the road

Keep your headlights on

Pay attention to the road
• “Listen to the signs” (Do as the signs instruct)

• Watch brake lights on vehicles ahead

• Watch traffic around you and be prepared to react

Merge into the proper lane
• Merge well before you reach the lane closure

• Be aware that traffic patterns can change daily

Don’t tailgate
• Follow other vehicles at a safe distance

Obey the posted speed limit
• Workers may be present just feet away

• Fines may be doubled for moving traffic violations

• Be prepared to slow down further if conditions indicate the need

Change lanes safely
• Change lanes only where pavement markings indicate and only 

when traffic conditions permit

Follow instructions from flaggers

Expect the unexpected
• Workers, work vehicles, or equipment may enter your lane 

without warning

• Other vehicles may slow, stop or change lanes unexpectedly

Be patient
As I said earlier, I understand the frustration of sitting in a work zone 
when you’re eager to get somewhere, but weigh the options; you can 
arrive later than you would have liked to your destination, or you can 
choose to rush and create a life-changing event. Life-changing for 
you since you’ll have to live with the fact that you needlessly caused 
a death, and life-changing for the loved ones of the person that 
you killed.

To help prevent delays, before you travel you can get onto the 
PennDot website and check to see if there are any active work zones 
along your planned route. This will allow you to plan an alternate route 
or give yourself extra time for your drive. Additionally, if you have a 
vehicle emergency while in a construction zone, get out of the travel 
lane, put on your flashers and, for a mechanical issue, raise your hood 
so that others will know that your car is disabled and will prepare to 
be cautious and move around you. If you’re disabled, you can call 
your roadside assistance provider or depending what roadway you’re 
on, PennDot’s roadside assistance. If you or a passenger are having 
a medical emergency, pull off to the side of the road and call 911 
immediately. Look for the nearest mile marker or exit sign and report it 
to 911 so that emergency services can find you more quickly. 

There’s nothing you can do about construction traffic, so getting 
your blood pressure up won’t help. I’m certainly no psychologist, 
but I would recommend to put on some good music or talk radio, or 
enjoy the conversation with your passengers. Before you know it, 
you’ll be through the zone and on your way - safely!

Until next time, be safe and healthy; and as always, if you see 
something, SAY something. 

SCHOOL GROUNDS SAFETY 
While our school property is still open for bike riding and running 
on the roadways of our properties, please be reminded that our 
playgrounds are still closed until further notice. Additionally, we 
ask that all members of our community refrain from skateboarding, 
rollerblading, or bike riding at the entrances, loading docks, and on 
the sidewalks of our buildings. The ballfields located at each of our 
properties are still off-limits as well. 

https://www.connectsafely.org/safetytips/
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for temporary employees to assist with the 2020 
Census. Learn more here.

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

• Registration is now open for the 2020 Summer Camp at MySTEM Academy. 

• Join our team! SV is hiring administrative, secretarial and paraprofessional employees.

• Find communications, Q&As & details on remote/onlinelLearning & final grading here.

• Follow SV Wood Fab, SV Power Tech and SV Performing Arts on Instagram! 

Video Edition:
• Last month, the Seneca Valley Foundation purchased yard signs that proclaim SV’s 

Class of 2020 as the “Proud and Strong” students we know them to be. Enjoy this video 
celebrating our seniors.

• Check out this special message from Butler County Area Vocational-Technical School 
(BCAVTS) staff, who wanted to take the time to show their students, parents and 
community members how much they miss being in school!

• Seneca Valley Orchestra students used the gift of music to thank our healthcare and 
essential workers for their hard work and dedication to the community.

• Students in Amanda Bondi’s second grade classroom at CVE love to dance and they 
typically participate in a dance break after lunch.

• Students thank bus drivers through this video and words of appreciation. 

• Watch a fun music lesson by a CVE student and his siblings.
• CVE second grade teacher Chelsea Miller created “Flat Mrs. Miller” as a way for her 

students to be together. Watch their adventures here.

LINK IT

https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.mystemacademy.com/2020-summer-camps/
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://www.svsd.net/LearningFromHome
https://www.instagram.com/svihswoodfab/
https://www.instagram.com/svihspowertech/
https://www.instagram.com/svperformingarts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nOJEGTF39U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nOJEGTF39U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nOJEGTF39U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uI77Xs4CaU&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3Bfk-pNOOGxOrOHynlx0T1xuUCWNsZyz2cxWYAZ9213S3hHpvQ_pSWzc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uI77Xs4CaU&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3Bfk-pNOOGxOrOHynlx0T1xuUCWNsZyz2cxWYAZ9213S3hHpvQ_pSWzc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uI77Xs4CaU&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3Bfk-pNOOGxOrOHynlx0T1xuUCWNsZyz2cxWYAZ9213S3hHpvQ_pSWzc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMaGenBs2aE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMaGenBs2aE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38d8x2SAJy8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38d8x2SAJy8&feature=youtu.be
https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uupdnauhqj
https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=u6x7ssd3hn
https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=un8np95g9r
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/


Q and A fact sheet developed by the Greater Philadelphia Coalition Against Hunger and Just Harvest. 
Questions? Contact Kathy Fisher, kfisher@hungercoalition.org –or– Ann Sanders anns@justharvest.org 

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) in Pennsylvania: 
Q and A about this new benefit to help families whose  

children are missing school meals 
Updated May 7, 2020 

 
Q1: What is Pandemic-EBT? 
The Family’s First Coronavirus Response Act authorized a new benefit to help families who 
have children who are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals called Pandemic-EBT. 
The benefit will come on an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card, which is like a debit card. 
The benefits can only be spent only on food items. 
 
Q2: Which families are eligible? 
Any household with a student who is eligible for free or reduced price meals is able to receive 
P-EBT. This includes: 

 Students who attend a school where all students are offered free meals are eligible, 
regardless of income. (These are schools that participate in the Community Eligibility 
Provision, or CEP.) 

 Students are eligible regardless of immigration status. Receiving or using this benefit 
does not impact the student’s or any household member’s immigration status or any 
current or future application for permanent residency. 

 Families that recently lost income due to job loss or fewer hours can still apply for 
school meals. (See next question.) 

 
Q3: What if my income has changed, my children didn’t get school meals during the 
school year, and I need to apply? 
Your school can tell you how to apply. Many schools have a simple one-page or online school 
meals applications available. You can also apply for both the National School Lunch Program 
and for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) online through COMPASS, 
Pennsylvania’s online application system. 
 
These are the income limits for Reduced Price Meals for the 2019-2020 School Year: 

HOUSEHOLD SIZE YEARLY INCOME MONTHLY INCOME 
1 $23,107 $1,926 
2 $31,284 $2,607 
3 $39,461 $3,289 
4 $47,638 $3,970 
5 $55,815 $4,652 
6 $63,992 $5,333 
7 $72,169 $6,015 
8 $80,346 $6,696 

For each additional 
family member, add: 

$8,177 $682 

 



9000 Babcock Boulevard  |  Pittsburgh, Pa 15237  |  laroche.edu

REGISTER ONLINE AT 
laroche.edu/summernights 

FRESHMAN ADMISSIONS
844-838-4578  |  412-536-1272
admissions@laroche.edu

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS
412-536-1260
transferadmissions@laroche.edu

• Learn about applying, academics and financial  
 aid during one of our virtual meetings

• Explore career-focused majors, study abroad   
 opportunities and student-life activities

• Meet virtually with an admission counselor and    
 discover merit-based scholarships

• Ask us questions 

VIRTUAL 
EVENT

JUNE 22, 30
JULY 8, 14, 27
AUG. 5  |  5 TO 7 P.M.



Get started today!
Call 800-24-THIEL or
email admissions@thiel.edu.

75 College Avenue • Greenville, Pa. 16125

More information at www.thiel.edu/admissions

• Undergraduates can apply for a guaranteed seat and graduate with an M.B.A. or 
speech-language pathology master’s degree in five years. 

• New physician’s assistant master’s degree program and Bachelor’s of Science in nursing 
are in development 

• Undergraduate degrees in data analytics, public policy, exercise science join lineup of 
more than 60 majors and minors

Thiel College’s new programs will include expanded healthcare offerings

Launched...
New Undergraduate and Graduate Programs At Thiel College


