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March 2 School Board Meeting, Work Session, SHS Auditorium, 7 p.m.
March 4 End of Second Trimester, Grades K-4
March 6-8, 13-14 2020 All-School Musical, “The Drowsy Chaperone,” IHS Aud. 

For more information see box above. 
March 9 School Board Meeting, Regular Session, SHS Auditorium, 7 p.m.
March 13 Student Progress Report Posting, Grades K-4
March 14 SAT Testing, SHS, 7:30 a.m. 
March 16 Act-80, No School for Students
March 23 End of Third Nine Weeks, Grades 5-12
March 31 Report Card Release, Grades 5-12

For more dates, visit: www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

DATES TO REMEMBER 

The Australian wildfires 
widespread devastation 
affected everyone, and Seneca 
Valley students wanted to help.

Seneca Valley’s Chapter of 
Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
joined forces with the Senior 
High School Strengthening, 
Positivity and Reinforcing 
Kindness (SPARK) Club to make 
items for the animals affected 
by the wildfires in Australia.

“The students saw this 
opportunity to give back and 
jumped at it,” said Seneca 
Valley Senior High School 
Family and Consumer Sciences 
Teacher and FCCLA adviser 
Tiffany Smietana. “I was really 
proud of them wanting to learn 
and give back beyond the walls 
of Seneca Valley.”

Students sewed joey pouches, 
marsupial pouches, bat wraps 
and other items to help animals 
recovering from burns, injuries 
and loss of their habitats.

“I think it’s one thing to see 
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The “DROWSY CHAPERONE” is a loving send-up of the Jazz Age 
musical, featuring one show-stopping song and dance number after 
another, and is coming to SV as the 2019-20 All-School Musical!

Don’t delay in purchasing your tickets as many of 
these shows will sell out:  

• March 6, 7, 13 & 14 at 7:30 p.m.
• March 8 at 2 p.m.  

Tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for students/children. For more 
information or to order tickets visit:  www.svsd.net/SVMusical. 

the Australian wildfires on the 
news and just be sad that it’s 
happening and then go on with 
our day-to-day lives, but it is a 
completely new thing to actually 
step up and do something about 
it,” stated Alyssa Dunning, 
Seneca Valley junior and SPARK 
member. “We all feel really 
honored that we can even make 
the smallest impact.”

“The mission of SPARK Club 
is to promote random acts 
of kindness, so it was really 
interesting to see how our 
students came together and 
embraced the global aspect of 
random acts of kindness, not just 
in our local community, but they 
can see their impact worldwide,” 
said Rachel McGourty Seneca 
Valley Senior High School Family 
and Consumer Sciences Teacher 
and SPARK adviser.

The clubs worked with Relief 
Crafters of America group and 
recently sent the items over to 
Australia.

Seneca Valley junior and FCCLA 
member Ashley Pelloni stated: 

SV FCCLA, SPARK collaborate to help Aussie animal friends

“Our school has allowed us to 
expand beyond Pittsburgh and 
the US to help so many people 
who are in need right now. We 
can make an impact around the 
world, not just locally. I am so 
grateful to be a part of a club 

Read more about this project  
here: http://www.
thecranberryeagle.com/
article/20200215/CRAN0103/ 
302159994/-1/CRAN. 

that is making such an impact.”

 

 

http://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
www.svsd.net/SVMusical
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200215/CRAN0103/302159994/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200215/CRAN0103/302159994/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200215/CRAN0103/302159994/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200215/CRAN0103/302159994/-1/CRAN
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Seneca Valley seniors Nishant Jayachandran, 
Olivia Schultheis and Sean Scott, have 
been named finalists in the 65th Annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program held by 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC).

These seniors are three of approximately 
15,000 finalists and will now advance to 
the next level of the program where they 
will have the opportunity to earn a National 
Merit Scholarship and, ultimately, the Merit 
Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that 

3 SV SENIORS NAMED FINALIST IN NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
operates without government assistance, was 
established in 1955 specifically to conduct the 
annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC 
with its own funds and by approximately 
420 business organizations and higher 
education institutions that share NMSC’s 
goals of honoring the nation’s scholastic 
champions and encouraging the pursuit of 
academic excellence.

About 1.5 million juniors in more than 21,000 
high schools entered the 2020 National Merit 
Scholarship Program by taking the 2018 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

ARE YOU READY FOR 
SUMMER?  
Looking for ways to keep your children 
engaged in activities and/or academics 
this summer? Check out all of the offerings 
available through the Seneca Valley 
Academy of Choice:

* Art

* SVAOC Dance

* Dream It, Build It v. 2.0, Gaming

* The Art of Photography

* CIRC’s Up 1

* CIRC’s Up 2

* Ceramics and Painting

* LEGO MINDSTORMS Robotics

* Robotics and Coding

* Building Up Your Imagination LEGO 1

* Building Up Your Imagination LEGO 2

* Kinder Kids

* Camp Thrive

* Mathematician

Each camp is designed to engage students in 
a fun and relaxed atmosphere. Details on our 
summer camps can be found at www.svsd.
net/SVSummerCamps. Registration is now 
open! Spaces are limited, so be sure to register 
early to reserve your child’s spot. 

Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served 
as an initial screen of program entrants. 

RAIDERTHON
Seneca Valley Senior High School (SHS) 
Student Council needs your help! They 
are hosting their sixth annual Raiderthon 
in the SHS gymnasium for 12 hours 
(7 p.m. – 7 a.m.) beginning Friday, 
March 27.

Student dancers are committing to 
dance/stand without leaning or sitting 
in hopes of raising $20,000. All monies 
raised will go toward the Miracle League 
of Southwestern PA (SWPA).

There will be line dances, trivia, 
dodgeball, big ball, volleyball and many 
more activities. In addition, attendees 
can bid on auction baskets. Please come 
out and show your support!

* Fitness Fun (AM, PM or All Day)

* Culinary I

* Culinary I and Pastry Arts

* Culinary II

* Pastry Arts: Dough! Dough! Batter!

Visitors are welcome to attend for a fee of 
$5, which will also go to the Miracle League.

Over the last five years, Seneca Valley 
students have raised over $85,000 for the 
Miracle League of SWPA.

To donate, visit: https://www.gofundme.
com/f/2020-raiderthon. 

Seneca Valley National Merit Finalists (L-R) 
Sean Scott, Olivia Schultheis and Nishant 
Jayachandran.

Pictured above and below: 2019 Raiderthon event.

https://www.svsd.net/SVSummerCamps
https://www.svsd.net/SVSummerCamps
https://www.gofundme.com/f/2020-raiderthon
https://www.gofundme.com/f/2020-raiderthon
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NOCTURNAL FRIENDS VISIT ROWAN  
Bats often get a bad rap, but 
not in second grade classrooms 
at Rowan Elementary.

Students received a first-hand 
presentation on bats from the 
Audubon Society on Jan. 28.

“During our design-thinking 
lessons this year, Rowan second 
grade teachers combined 
project-based learning with 
problem-based learning and 
created cross-curricular lessons 
focusing on bats and the 
sustainability and conservation 
of the species,” stated Rowan 
Elementary Second Grade 
Teacher Betsy Cavicchia.

These future chiropterologists 
spent the last few weeks 

NEWS AND EVENTS

learning interesting information 
and facts about bats as 
well as creating bat poems, 
reports, commercials, morning 
announcement segments and 
songs featuring information 
they have learned.

“Our second grade teams have 
been enthralled with learning 
about our native bat species. 
The students have been so 
focused and engaged during 
these purposeful and authentic 
learning experiences and are so 
exuberant to share what they 
have learned during their study 
of this topic,” said Ms. Cavicchia.

Student work will be showcased 
in a Bat Cave that will be 
constructed in one of the 

hallways at Rowan from 6-7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, March 26. 
Donations will be accepted 

toward the purchase of bat 
boxes for Rowan’s campus to 
safely house local bat species. 

FAMOUS AMERICANS 
Angela Cardillo’s classroom at 
Rowan Elementary brought 
history to life! 

Students chose famous 
Americans like Sally Ride, 
Jackie Robinson and Martin 
Luther King, Jr., to research 
and created posters with their 
life history, background and 
accomplishments.  

The second graders then 
presented their picks to fellow 
classmates earlier this month. 

DISCOVERY AWAITS 
What will you discover when you 
ask the right questions? Evans 
City students would say a lot!

Students in grades K-6 gained 
scientific insight by asking 
questions like how shorelines 
are formed, which drink has the 
most electrolytes, and how to 
split water, and turning them 
into project themes for the 20th 
Annual Evans City PTO Science 
Fair held on Feb. 8.

“Some of the students 
participated in challenges, as 
well, demonstrating their ability 
to think quickly on their feet. 
Overall, the day was a huge 
success,” exclaimed Evans City 
Elementary Assistant Principal 
Andrew Teti.

This year’s event featured 65 
projects with 105 students 
participating. Students exhibited 
their projects and shared their 
findings with other students 
and community members. 

All projects were evaluated 
by judges which consisted 
of students from the Seneca 
Valley High School Science 
Honor Society, local citizens and 
scientists. 

“The purpose of the science fair 
is to motivate students to have 
fun with science,” stated Laura 
Kellar, Evans City PTO member.  
“It also enhances students 
social and presentation skills. 
The science discovery journey 
exposes students to skills they 
need to thrive and succeed 
throughout their school lives and 
future careers.” 
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100 TIMES THE FUN
SV elementary schools celebrated 
the 100th day of school this 
month with 100 different “things” 
and others featured students and 
staff dressed like they were 100 
years old. Activities involved the 
number 100 - and a whole lot of 
counting - in writing prompts, 
building games, physical fitness 
and artwork. One hundred never 
looked so good, SV! 

NEWS AND EVENTS
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REGISTRATION LOCATIONS, DATES AND CONTACT NUMBERS ARE:

Parents do not need to bring their child to registration. A May Program will invite students to meet

and participate in developmentally appropriate hands-on activities with staff. To learn more about

immunization requirements and access our electronic forms for enrollment, please visit

www.svsd.net/KRegistration.

Seneca Valley welcomes children to register for kindergarten, which is an engaging

half-day program with transportation that is provided one way. In order to enroll,

children must be five years old on or before September 1 of the enrollment year.

Kindergarten Registration

2 0 2 0 - 2 1  

To make a registration appointment, please contact the building your child will

attend. Not familiar with your child's attendance area? Visit our website at

www.svsd.net/AttendanceZones to see what school your child will attend

based on your home address.

Two documents as proof of residency (lease/mortgage documents, utility bill, etc.)

Child’s birth certificate, passport, baptismal certificate or other certified birth

record

Immunization records to date

Documents that are REQUIRED to be presented the day of registration are:

2-4

Evans City Elementary
724-538-3680

10-12

MARCH

Rowan Elementary
724-776-1518

23-26

23-26

Haine Elementary

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary

724-776-1581

724-452-8280
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‘NOT THE LAST BUTTERFLY’  
Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) students 
on the Condor Team used their creativity for 
a tremendous cause.

Students participated in The Butterfly 
Project on Feb. 11, where they painted 
ceramic butterflies to memorialize each 
of the 1.5 million children who perished in 
the Holocaust.

According to their website, The Butterfly 
Project uses lessons of the Holocaust to 
educate about the dangers of hatred and 
bigotry through the painting of ceramic 
butterflies, permanently displayed around 
the world.

“It is our responsibility to educate students 
about the Holocaust, so that they can 
become the witness for future generations,” 

USE EVERY TRICK IN THE BOOK 
Five junior football players recently paid a visit to Ryan Gloyer Middle 
School (RGMS), but it wasn’t to discuss sports. 

The senior high school athletes read to seventh graders on the 
Cougar Team for World Read Aloud Day on Feb. 5.

“Kids are never too old to be read aloud to,” stated RGMS Reading 
Teacher Leigh Vagias. 

said RGMS Librarian Angela Logero. “The 
Holocaust was such a dark, horrific time in 
history, and we must not forget the voices, 
the stories, the lessons, and lives of those 
innocent men, women, and children. The 
Butterfly project is not only a meaningful 
way to memorialize the loss of so many 
innocent children, it is also a symbol 
of hope.”

RGMS received a grant for this project from 
the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh. 
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AN UNFORGETTABLE LESSON  
There is a must-see special 
feature created by WQED on 
“The Hunger Lesson” recently 
presented at RGMS.

This past fall, eighth graders on 
the Condors Team studyed and 
read books, poems and essays 
related to the Holocaust.

Students then compared their 
lunches to the rations given at 
that time on Nov. 8. Throughout 
the day, they kept a food journal 
in math; learned how to convert 
measurements in science; 
discussed the political climate 
during World War II (WWII) 
in civics; and analyzed their 
findings by writing an essay 
in English.

Additionally, RGMS Librarian 
Angela Logero transformed the 
library into a Holocaust Museum 
and Zeke Stroupe, RGMS Gifted 
Support Teacher, shared his 
recent Classroom Without 
Borders (CWB) experience. 
Mr. Stroupe spent the summer 
traveling Europe learning 
about the events and aftermath 
of WWII.

Many thanks to Classrooms 
Without Borders Pittsburgh PA 
for their partnership in - and 
WQED Pittsburgh for their 
coverage of - this important and 
powerful message.

Click here to watch the entire 
video: https://youtu.be/
IUjdJtt0Klw. 

MASTER EDUCATOR  
Congratulations to James D. 
Lucot Jr., Advanced Placement 
U.S. History and Government 
teacher in the senior high 
school, as he recently completed 
all requirements for the degree 
of Master of Arts in Holocaust 
and Genocidal Studies at 
Gratz College. Mr. Lucot is an 
active member of Classrooms 
Without Borders and the 
Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh. 

He completed the Holocaust 
Studies Summer Program, 
“Discovering Greece” in 2019 
and has studied the Holocaust 
in Jerusalem, Israel in 2018 and 
Poland in 2017. He is a Jewish 
Federation for the Righteous 
(J.F.R.) Alfred Lerner Fellow at 
Colombia and was the recipient 
of the Robert I. Goldman Award 
for Excellence in Holocaust 
Education as the International 
Holocaust Educator of the 
Year by the J.F.R. Mr. Lucot 
has also completed the 
Summer Educator Workshop 
at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, Washington, D.C., 
and is a member of the 2015 
Pennsylvania Teacher of the 
Year. 

HISTORY ROUNDTABLE  
Jim Lucot, Seneca Valley Senior 
High School History Teacher 
and his classes as well as 
the Cranberry Public Library 
Cranberry Municipal Building 
present: The Eichmann Trial at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 3.

Avi Ben-Hur is the Classrooms 
Without Borders (CWB) 
Director of Education, Scholar 
in Residence. A Brooklyn native, 
Avi Ben-Hur moved to Israel in 
1983. From 2003-2008, Avi was 
Director of the Archaeological 
Seminars School for Israeli Tour 
Guides. In 2008, Avi participated 
in re-writing the curriculum of 
the National Guiding courses for 
the Israeli Ministry of Tourism.

During 2002-2003, Avi led the 
curriculum development team 
for MELITZ, America’s unique 
Israel centered curriculum. As 
a Scholar in Residence, Avi has 
lectured, taught and facilitated 
workshops in Pittsburgh, New 

Jersey, New York and Baltimore. 
At present, Avi is on the faculty 
of the University of Haifa 
Tourism School, is an examiner 
for the Israeli Ministry of Tourism 
and is the Director of Education 
of Classrooms Without Borders.

An eclectic Israeli educator 
specializing in Land of 
Israel studies, the history of 
Jerusalem, the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and Holocaust studies, 
Avi’s expertise is in integrating 
ideas and knowledge from 
various disciplines into a 
comprehensive and coherent 
narrative. Avi has collaborated 
with Dr. Tsipy Gur on the guiding 

concepts that inform CWB’s 
educational programming 
and has accompanied most 
travel seminars as the Scholar 
in Residence since the 
organization’s inception in 2011. 
In addition to formulating the 
educational content for CWB 
programs, Avi also lectures and 
teaches for CWB in Pittsburgh 
annually in order to facilitate 
the incorporation of the ideas 
learned in the seminars into 
the classroom.

This event is free and open to 
the public. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUjdJtt0Klw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUjdJtt0Klw&feature=youtu.be
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WORLD CLASS 
Two seniors in the 
Seneca Valley Global 
Leadership Club 
recently experienced 
life-changing 
trips they earned 
through scholarship 
opportunities. Grace 
Harrison attended 
the “Experiment in 
International Learning” 
through the World 
Affairs Council; a 
scholarship opportunity 
that afforded her the 
ability to spend four 
weeks in South Africa. 
Tory Grewar also 
received a scholarship 
opportunity through the 

NEWS AND EVENTS

ADVENTURE AWAITS  
Seneca Valley Junior Victoria Hahn was chosen as a 
recipient of the Global Citizen Scholarship sponsored 
by Education First (EF) Tours.

At EF, their goal has been Opening the World 
Through Education for over fifty years. The Global 
Citizen Scholarship Fund is designed to make that 
happen for more students than ever. This year, they 
awarded $1,000 to 100 students from around the 
country. 

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE  
There are multiple opportunities 
for Seneca Valley students to 
travel abroad through tours 
offered by Education First and 
hosted by Seneca Valley staff. 
Read below to learn more: 

There are still spots available 
for the “Cuisine and Culture of 
Northern Italy” tour this July! 
Tiffany Smietana, family and 
consumer sciences teacher in 
the senior high school (SHS) 
will be hosting the tour with 
Education First (EF) Tour 
Company in July 2020. This 
trip is open to everyone in the 
school and community. Some 
highlights of the trip include 
a cooking class in one of the 
cities, a cheese factory tour in 
Parma, eating focaccia on the 
beach in Cinque Terra, visiting 
a chocolate factory in Florence, 
and a market place scavenger 
hunt to find ingredients for 
a cooking class—along with 
the popular Rome tourist 
attractions, like Vatican City 
and the Colosseum. Contact 

Ms. Smietana at smietanatm@
svsd.net for more information 
or access trip information here: 
www.eftours.com/2261501ZP.

Rebecca Finch, senior high 
school (SHS) biology teacher, 
will be hosting a tour with 
Education First (EF) to the 
stunning country of Iceland in 
2021. Some of the highlights 
will include a visit to the 
Blue Lagoon Hot Springs, 
a geothermal greenhouse, 
hiking on a glacier, seeing the 
Gullfoss Waterfall, exploring 
active geysers, and much 
more!  Please contact Ms. 
Finch at finchrs@svsd.net for 
more information.

Students have the opportunity 
to travel to Europe for ten 
days in July, visiting London, 
Paris, Rome, and the Sorrento 
region with Amanda Shaheen, 
intermediate high school (IHS) 
English teacher. Highlights 
of this tour include visiting 
Big Ben and the Houses of 

Parliament, changing of the 
guard at Buckingham Palace, 
Westminster Abby, Eiffel 
Tower, the Louvre, the Palace of 
Versailles, Vatican City, Roman 
Forum, Colosseum, Pompeii, 
and finishing the trip with a boat 
cruise and tour on the island 
of Capri. The tour deadline is 
March 20, 2020. Please contact 
Ms. Shaheen at shaheenan@
svsd.net for more information. 

Heather Sibeto, Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School (RGMS) German 
teacher, is hosting a tour to 

various cities in Germany, 
France and Spain for students 
in grades 8-11 in summer 
2021. Highlights include 
visiting the Munich Olympic 
Stadium and BMW showroom, 
Dachau Concentration Camp, 
Neuschwanstein Cast, the Eiffel 
Tower, the Louvre, Notre Dame 
Cathedral, Pont du Gard, the 
Prado, Palacio Real and much 
more. For more information, 
please email sibetohl@svsd.
net or call 724-452-6042 ext. 
2249. 

World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh to travel to Qatar 
this past summer. Both students were encouraged 
and guided through these opportunities by Ms. 
Debra McDermott, gifted support teacher and Global 
Leadership Club adviser. 

From left, Mr. Eric DiTullio, School Board Vice 
President, Ms. Grewar, Ms. McDermott, Ms. Harrison 
and Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools. Ms. 
Grewar and Ms. Harrison were recognized at a School 
Board Meeting earlier this month. 

mailto:smietanatm@svsd.net
mailto:smietanatm@svsd.net
https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/2261501ZP
mailto:finchrs@svsd.net
mailto:shaheenan@svsd.net
mailto:shaheenan@svsd.net
mailto:sibetohl@svsd.net
mailto:sibetohl@svsd.net
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ADVENTURE AWAITS  

NEWS AND EVENTS

COMING SOON…     



Seneca Valley | February 2020Page 10

NEWS AND EVENTS

HEAR THEM ROAR     
Seneca Valley’s Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC) Raider Battalion 
recently received the 2019-2020 “Heart of a 
Lion” award from the Zelienople chapter of 
the Lions Club, for their outstanding service 
to the citizens of the Zelienople area. 

The “Heart of a Lion” Award is presented 
to someone in the community who is not 
a Lion, but who has volunteered their time 
and services. 

THREE-PEAT     
For the third time in a row, the Seneca 
Valley Academic Decathlon Team placed 
first in a regional Academic Decathlon 
Competition, this one held at Edinboro 
University on Feb. 8. 

The Regional Competition team includes 
Nishant Jayachandran, Megan Neely, 
Abigail Roeckmann, Mia Chevallier, Logan 
Glatz, William Firman, Julia Allman, Gabriel 
Sutherland and Matthew Stewart.

As of February, Seneca Valley ranks first in 
total points for Decathlon teams all across 
the state. 

“I am so incredibly proud of this amazing 
group of young scholars,” exclaimed 
Seneca Valley Senior High School Teacher 
and Academic Decathlon adviser David 
Reichard. “They have been working 
so hard all year. Their dedication, 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE 
SCIENCE LAB    

Dr. Karen Resendes, Molecular Biology 
Professor at Westminster College, visited 
the SV Genetics Lab earlier this month. 
She taught students real world techniques 
used in medically associated research, 
and even brought along her high-end 
fluorescent microscope. 

IT’S ‘FAIR’ TO SAY STEM 
RULES    
Seneca Valley’s 8th Annual Seneca Valley 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) Fair was held on 
Feb. 20, in the Seneca Valley Senior High 
School Gymnasium. 

At the event, there were 117 student 
participants with 70 projects on display. 
Several projects, through the use of the SV 
Genetics Lab, focused on Biofilms as well 
as environmental DNA found in the creek.

The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF) is 
proud to say their fundraising efforts have 

Seneca Valley’s JROTC program regularly 
collaborates with local organizations on 
several service learning and community 
service projects as part of their 
commitment to Leadership Excellence.

The Zelienople Lions Club promotes 
the ideals and objectives of Lions Club 
International which includes a spirit 
of understanding among the people 
of the world; good citizenship and 
good government; the welfare of the 
community; friendship, fellowship, and 

provided STEM mini-grants that assisted 
a number of students with high-intensity 
projects as part of the annual STEM Fair. 
This year, SVF supported a project that 
researched manganese, a mineral element, 
and which metals “make the cut.”

mutual understanding leading to an open 
discussion of public interest matters. 

determination and motivation to excel at 
all levels is evident not only in their scores, 
but their teamwork and friendships they 
have cultivated along the way.” 

At the competition students participated 
in all 10 events: art, music, literature, social 
science, economics, math, science, essay, 
speech and interview. 

The group will compete in a state 
competition in March. 

Over 35 community experts volunteered 
to judge projects, where they discussed 
methods, results and conclusions with 
students. These experts offered written and 
verbal feedback, as well as advice on how to 
deepen and enrich students’ projects. 
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PRETZELS FOR A PURPOSE   
Rebekah Grinnen’s economics 
classes in the Senior High 
School (SHS) participated 
in a pretzel business -with 
a purpose.

Students recently created 
businesses that sold pretzels 
with all proceeds going to 
the Seneca Valley Secondary 
Transition Program.

These future business sharks 
gained an authentic learning 

Decathlon

experience that yielded 
a phenomenal outcome, 
raising over $3,000 for SV’s 
Transition Program!

To celebrate, SHS students 
and students in the transition 
program had a pizza lunch 
donated by Goodfello’s Pizza 
Pasta and Grille.

“The money you supplied to 
us will go toward programs 
we have on-campus such as 

A COMBINED 
EFFORT     
Students at the secondary 
campus and CVE developed 
a partnership where they are 
building up one another while 
building a new tactile wall.

Together they are planning, 
designing and creating a tactile 
wall that will help children with 
visual, tactile or auditory needs 
during sensory breaks for the 
CVE Sensory Safe Haven space.

“Schools can purchase 
manufactured tactile wall 
panels, but they cost thousands 
of dollars,” stated CVE Principal 
DeeAnn Graham. “My hope 
was that our talented art 
students might help design 
aesthetically beautiful work 
while incorporating everyday 
materials to meet student 
tactile needs.”

Seneca Valley Intermediate 
High School (IHS) Art Teacher 

COLLABORATIVE 
LEARNING     
We love when our 
schools collaborate!

Seneca Valley Intermediate 
High School (IHS) Spanish 
III honors classes were given 
an assignment to write (and 
illustrate!) a short story in the 
form of a children’s book. 

The students presented and 
read their books to CVE 
Spanish classes on Feb. 10.

“It is a great opportunity for 
both sets of students --- the 
high schoolers present their 
original work in a real-world 

Jason Shorr chose four CVE 
alumni, currently in grades 9-12, 
to partner with five current 
CVE students in grades 1-4, to 
participate in the Sensory Safe 
Haven planning meeting.

The SV “big” designers 
recently met with the “little” 
designers to brainstorm ideas 
and suggested materials that 
could be incorporated into the 
tactile wall.

“This is just another reason 
to love Seneca Valley School 
District,” exclaimed Ms. Graham. 
“Caring teachers, creative kids 
and supportive administrators - 
a magical combination!” 

Raider Roast, Raider Gear and 
Seneca Square, along with 
vocational opportunities out 
in the community,” stated 
Seneca Valley Special Education 
Director Jerry Miller. “Your 
donation will help us do even 
more.” Additionally, during the 

event, Goodfello’s owner Shawn 
(Benny) Benson presented 
three students with Goodfello’s 
Local Business Scholarship 
Awards. Recipients included 
seniors Kaylee Roberts, Jackson 
Humes and Angie Khoury. 

scenario and the younger 
students hone their interpretive 
listening skills, utilizing strategies 
that are emphasized in the 
Spanish elementary classroom,” 
said CVE Spanish Teacher 
Elana Kriess. “The high school 
students are an inspiration to 
our young learners, plus they 
think it’s really cool to hang out 
with the big kids.” 

WORKING TOGETHER      
Seneca Valley Senior High 
School (SHS) Learn, Explore, 
Act and Develop (LEAD) 
ambassadors recently taught 
their younger counterparts how 
they can be better together. 

In a sister school collaboration, 
SHS students visited Evans 
City Elementary on Feb. 13. 
While there, they taught K-6 
students lessons they created 
incorporating the themes 
“better together” and “words 
matter,” as well as modeling 

tech-free games and good 
sportsmanship. 
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BRAVO!     

ONE VOICE     
The Seneca Valley Madrigal 
Singers voices harmoniously 
rang out. 

Under the direction of Mr. Aaron 
Magill, the vocalists were invited 
to perform at the prestigious 
Heinz Chapel Chamber Choir 
Festival on Feb. 16. 

This year marked the 30th 
anniversary of the event. 

Two college choral directors 

Four Seneca Valley students 
are gearing up to participate in 
a regional orchestra festival. 

Junior Jacklyn Ko and 
sophomores Erin Keppler, 
Aaron Sedlak and Lindsay Walls 
Rivera will be moving on to the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) Western 
Region Orchestra Festival 
in March.

These students were chosen 
through audition, which 

Seneca Valley Orchestra 
students (L-R) Jacklyn Ko, 
Nathan Smith, Erin Keppler, 
Aaron Sedlak and Lindsay Walls 
Rivera.

Festival at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (IUP) in January. 

Additionally, Mr. Sedlak placed 
first chair cello in a section of  
14 cellists. 

The festival was directed by 
guest conductor Dr. Alexandra 
Dee, currently the director of 
Orchstral Studies and assistant 
professor of violin and viola 
at IUP. 

Students are led by Sarah 
Miller, secondary orchestra 
instructor. 

were in attendance to offer 
their expertise to the choirs, Mr. 
Marvin Huls of Seton Hill and Dr. 
Susan Medley of Washington 
and Jefferson College. 

Both were very impressed with 

‘18 KARAT’      
Seneca Valley was well 
represented at the 2020 
Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) District 
Jazz Festival held earlier 
this month at Slippery Rock 
University. 

Through a competitive audition 
process, 26 band students 
from Seneca Valley were 
selected and performed at the 
annual festival.

Participants in this year’s 
ensemble were Leanne Abel, 
Sierra Albert, CJ Blakely, Adam 
Corrigan, Harry Foss, Elizabeth 
Hixon, Peter Ko, Julian Lagoon, 

STUDENTS SET TONE  
FOR SUCCESS    
Seneca Valley flutists Alisha 
Aboosally, Jason Chen, Reema 
Kudtarkar, Elizabeth Salgado 
and Josie Walter participated 
in the 6th Annual Slippery Rock 
University (SRU) Honors Flute 
Ensemble held Feb. 22-23.

To be considered for the 
program, students submitted 
applications and recorded 
auditions in January. A group 
of judges, selected by SRU 
Flute Professor, Cassandra 
Eisenreich, listened to each 
performance, grading on a 
rubric that accounted for 
accurate rhythm, smooth 
technique, intonation, tempo 
and overall musicianship.

When asked about her 
experience, Miss Walters 
commented, “The honors 
flute ensemble allows for a 
more open-minded approach 
to traditional performance. 
It gave us the opportunity 
to try extended techniques 
such as beatboxing and 
improvisation. It was a 
musically enriching experience 
for everyone involved.”

Students are led by Ashley 
Babick, Seneca Valley Academy 
of Choice Flute Artist in 
Residence. 

SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

the Seneca Valley Madrigal 
singers saying, “You seemed to 
be one, not individual voices, 
but were truly an ensemble 
in the finest sense. Thank you 
for making my listening so 
enjoyable!”  

Sreya Padamati, Jackson 
Scherzer, Chord Snow, Bryce 
White, Ally Buchek, Emma 
Conrad, Eden Geis, Kyle Gragg, 
Ethan Kiggins, Katelyn Livorse, 
Jeremy Love, Riley Milanovich, 
Victor Myrna, Kate Scanlan, 
Harrison Silvester, Dan Simoes, 
Ryan Sims and Dean Smith.

The event concluded with 

a public concert in Swope 
Recital Hall. 

District 5 is made up of 
students from Beaver, Butler, 
Lawrence and Mercer counties. 

Students are led by Robert 
Matchett and Varden 
Armstrong, secondary 
instrumental instructors. 

took place during the PMEA 
Districts 2, 3 and 5 Orchestra 
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

WINTER SPORT UPDATES    
Wrestling – Winning Ways Continue
Following their third consecutive section title, Raider Wrestling 
entered the WPIAL Team Championships as the second seed 
and held true to form, coming home with the runner-up trophy 

following a come-from-behind win over Canon-Mac in the 
semi-finals and a tough 33-30 loss in the finals to Waynesburg. 
With their runner-up place secured, Seneca Valley advanced to 
the PIAA Team Championships coming out of the tournament with 
a 3-2 record. Following an opening round 34-29 win over State 
College the Raiders were defeated by the eventual state champion 
Nazareth. Falling into the consolation bracket, SV defeated 
Central Dauphin (37-28) and Spring Ford (34-27) before falling to 
Bethlehem Catholic (33-31.) Their 3-2 record in the state bracket 
placed Seneca Valley in the top-6 of PIAA AAA teams.

The Raiders began their individual championships segment of 
their schedule at sectional qualifiers held at Fox Chapel High 
School on Feb. 22. At the conclusion of the night, Seneca Valley 

Swimming and Diving
The WPIAL Diving championships were held at North Allegheny 
on February 22, 2020 and all four Raider girls’ entries finished 
in the top-12. Congratulations to Mackenzie Clark for her fourth 
place finish and automatic qualifier to the PIAA championships 
in mid-March.  Other Raider finishes were Ashley Felitsky (10th), 
Meghan Keppler (11th) and Rylie Smith (12th.)

On the boys’ side, Seneca Valley has two automatic qualifiers for 
PIAA state championships in WPIAL runner-up Trevor Elliott and 
fifth-place finisher Matthew Laslavic – both are only juniors!

Freshman Jeremiah Laslavic and sophomore Sam Skeen finished 
15th and 16th, respectively. 

Raider swimming and diving teams completed their regular 
seasons with identical 12-1 records and section runner-up. They 
now turn their attention to the WPIAL Championships (Feb. 
27 – 28, 2020) and the PIAA Championships held on the campus 
of Bucknell University March 11-12, 2020.  

qualified 12 wrestlers for WPIALs out of 14 weight classes, 
including three section champions at 106 lbs. (Tyler Chappell), 
120 lbs. (Dylan Chappell) and 132 lbs. (Alejandro Herrera-
Rondon). Others qualifying include:  Hunter Swedish (2nd, 113 
lbs.), Chanz Shearer (2nd, 138 lbs.) Antonio Amelio (2nd, 145 
lbs.), Drew Vlasnik (3rd, 152 lbs.), Liam Volk-Klos (2nd, 170 lbs.), 
Patrick Johnson (5th, 182 lbs.), Caden Leighty (4th, 195 lbs.), Nick 
Funovits (5th, 220 lbs.) and Davin Beahm (4th, 285 lbs.)  

Finally, Head Coach Kevin Wildrick was recognized as Section 
Head Coach for the second consecutive year. Congratulations to 
an outstanding season and we look forward to watching these 
athletes advance through the WPIAL and PIAA championship 
brackets. The March 2020 issue will feature a recap of WPIAL 
and PIAA individual tournaments.
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

Girls Basketball
Raider girls’ basketball finished the regular season in third place 
for Section 1 with an overall record of 15-7 and a section mark 
of 9-5.  Seneca Valley was seeded 3rd out of their section in the 
WPIAL 6A playoff bracket and squared off against the other 
section’s second seed Mount Lebanon on February 21, 2020. In 

one of the more entertaining and tightly contested first round 
match-ups the Raiders led the Blue Devils 23-18 at the half 
behind Maddie Karchut’s 14 points. The pressure applied by 
Mt. Lebanon wore down the Raiders in the second half and SV 
eventually fell to the Blue Devils, 54-40.  It was a tremendous 
effort on the part of Seneca Valley and a fabulous final game in 
a Raider uniform by senior Maddie Karchut who finished with a 
game-high 26 points. 

All-Conference Selections Announced 
in Basketball
The Big 56 Conference recently announced 
its basketball honorees and the Raiders 
were well represented.  The following 
Seneca Valley student-athletes were 
recognized for their excellence on the 
hardcourt this past season.

 

SENECA VALLEY RAIDERS   
Athletes of the Month, January 2020
The Female Athlete of the 
Month was sophomore 
basketball forward Olivia 
West. Olivia played a key role 
in assisting the Raider girls’ 
basketball team to an 8-3 
record during the month of 
January. Olivia averaged 11.4 
points and 8.5 rebounds per 
game while scoring 72% of 
her points in the paint. She 
was dominant on the glass as 
she pulled down 41 offensive 
rebounds and scored 32 
second chance points. The 
Raiders finished the regular 
season with an overall record 
of 15-7 and section record of 
9-5. Olivia played a vital role in leading her team into the WPIAL 
Class 6A playoffs where the Raiders faced off against the Mt. 
Lebanon Blue Devils in the quarterfinals. For an outstanding 
month, we recognize Olivia as the January Athlete of the Month. 
Congratulations Olivia!

The Male Athlete of the 
Month was junior wrestler 
Dylan Chappell. Dylan had 
an individual record of 15-0 
during the month of January 
including six pins. Dylan 
was a key part in helping 
the Raiders win a WPIAL 
section title while finishing 
runner-up in the WPIAL AAA 
Team Championships. In the 
WPIAL team tournament, 
Dylan faced off with Franklin 
Regional’s Carter Dibert and 
won by decision 8-5. Chappell 
defeated Dibert in last year’s 
WPIAL individual final but fell 
to Dibert a few weeks later in the PIAA state final. Dylan finished 
in 1st place in the 120-pound weight class at the Brooke Classic 
in West Virginia for the third consecutive year. Currently, Dylan 
has an overall season record of 41-4 and career record of 120-22. 
For an outstanding month, we recognize Dylan as the January 
Athlete of the Month. The Bucknell University recruit will now 
prepare his quest for another WPIAL and PIAA medal. Good 
luck, Dylan! 

BOYS BASKETBALL
1st Team – Mason Bush (pictured right)
2nd Team – Cole Brooks 
Honorable Mention – Connor Lyczek

GIRLS BASKETBALL
1st Team – Maddie Karchut (pictured right)
2nd Team – Jaden Davinsizer
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SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION 

The SV Foundation is extremely grateful to the following 2019-20 Annual 
Employee Campaign donors. Your generosity will provide the “extras” 
that our students and staff deserve!

Founding Member ($1,000+): 
Dr. Tracy Vitale
Mr. Jim Pearson

Foundation Fellow Level 
($500-$999):
Ms. Kyra Bobak
Ms. Lynn Burtner
Ms. Heather Lewis
Ms. Denise Manganello – In   
   Honor of the Class of ‘95
Mr. Jack McDermott
Mr. Randy Miller – In Memory of  
   Marcia Peaco
Ms. Linda Starosta

Foundation Patron Level 
($100-$499):
Anonymous – In Honor of SV  
   Band Directors
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ms. Bobi-Jean Alexander
Ms. Elizabeth Allen-Boyle
Mr. Tony Babusci

Ms. Bridget Miller
Ms. Marie Palano
Mr. Michael Pelloni
Ms. Janice Plutnicki
Ms. Lilia Pries
Ms. Darla Ramirez-Lightner
Ms. Joan Rinaman
Mr. Jeffrey Roberts
Ms. Christine Roe – In Memory    
   of Ashley Roe-Snyder
Ms. Michele Russo
Mr. Russell Sarver
Ms. Rhonda Schwartz
Ms. Amy Seelbaugh
Staff of Rowan Elementary  
   School – In Memory of  
   Fannie Zafferopoulos
Mr. Andrew Teti
Ms. Maggie Tkatch
Ms. Leah Vogel
Ms. Kelly Weston
Ms. Kristen White
Ms. Joan Widdowson
Ms. Elizabeth Williams
Mr. Stephen Wolfe
Mr. Jeremy Womer
Ms. Shannon Zolkowski
Ms. Claire Zovko

Foundation Partner Level 
($75-$99):
Ms. Deb Mitro – In Memory of  
   Karen McClain

Foundation Friend Level 
($50-$74):
Anonymous
Ms. Kristen and Mr.  
   Michael Henry
Ms. Lindsey Kisucky
Ms. Elana Kriess
Ms. Margaret Lockovich
Ms. Patricia Smith
Ms. Sara Snyder
Ms. Erin Wilcher

Additional Donors ($5-$49):
Ms. Corrin DoVidio
Ms. Jaclyn Macioce
Mr. Zack Magill 
Ms. Jenifer McMurray
 

Are you over 70 ½ years 
old? If so, we have a 
unique way you can help 
the SV Foundation AND 
reduce your taxable 
income. Contact Annie 
Mersing, SVF Director of 
Development, for more 
details!

ARE YOU AN AMAZON SHOPPER?   
Please consider 
donating to the Seneca 
Valley Foundation by 
choosing us as your 
charitable organization 
via Amazon Smile.

Simply go to smile.
amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or 
mobile device. Select Seneca Valley Foundation as the 
charitable organization to receive the donations on your 
eligible purchases. Then begin shopping! (Your selection 
will be remembered and every future eligible purchase you 
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to the 
foundation.)  Thank you in advance!

Mr. Dan Bailey
Ms. Mary Boburczak
Ms. Carolyn Bromberg
Ms. Trisha & Mr. Ron Butschle
Ms. Elizabeth Cavicchia
Ms. Darlene Carmack
Mr. Bob Ceh
Mr. Bruce Clark
Dr. Matthew Delp
Ms. Nicole Eaton
Dr. Mallory Eyles
Ms. Nannette Farmer
Ms. Lisa Fornadel
Mr. Steven Fortunato
Ms. Megan Lizewski
Ms. Jana Greco
Mr. Richard Grupp
Ms. Hannah Hamilton
Mr. Jeff James
Ms. Erin Kerr
Ms. Kasey Kraus
Ms. Holly Lingenfelter
Mr. Joe Logsdon
Ms. Amanda Mallin
Mr. Mike Manipole
Ms. Christine McCormick
Ms. Annie Mersing 
Ms. Tammy Micco

mailto:mersingam@svsd.net
mailto:mersingam@svsd.net
mailto:mersingam@svsd.net
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DL3JlZj1zbWlfc2Vfc2Fhc19sc21pX3NtaQ%253D%253D
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DL3JlZj1zbWlfc2Vfc2Fhc19sc21pX3NtaQ%253D%253D
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DL3JlZj1zbWlfc2Vfc2Fhc19sc21pX3NtaQ%253D%253D
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NEWS AND EVENTS

THANK YOU  
We celebrated our guidance staff this past month, in honor of 
National School Counseling Week (Feb. 3-7). 

The contribution of school counselors within school systems is 
vital to the tremendous impact they can have in helping students 
achieve school success and plan for a career.

We’d like to thank all the school counselors – with special 
recognition to Seneca Valley’s guidance staff – for the work they 
do on behalf of K-12 students. 

 ‘I LED THE PLEDGE’   
Elementary students from 
Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools will 
appear at all of this year’s school 
board meetings, leading the 
members of the School Board 
and public in saying “The Pledge 
of Allegiance.”

For the February work session 
and regular meetings, two 
students were proud to do the 
honors. CVE second grader 
Emily Thompson led the Pledge 
at the Feb. 3 work session and 
Rowan Elementary second 
grade student Henry Cecchetti 
led it at the Feb. 10 regular 
session meeting.

Miss Thompson is pictured 
with Mr. Jim Nickel, Board 
President and Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Mr. Cecchetti is pictured with 
Mr. Eric DiTullio, Board Vice 
President and Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
Superintendent of Schools.

Students are nominated by 
their building and those who 
appear receive an “I Led the 
Pledge” T-shirt along with a 
Seneca Valley gift. 

A HEARTFELT GESTURE    
Check out our latest Staff of 
Seneca Valley featuring Ryan 
Gloyer Middle School Reading 
Teacher Lisa Tyson. 

“Donna moved into our 
neighborhood last December. 
I met her at the pool this past 
summer. Then several weeks 
went by – I had been helping 
my aunt move into a new 
home and did not see Donna 
for those weeks. On August 
9th, which is my birthday, I ran 
into Donna at the mailbox and 
asked her how she had been 
since I hadn’t seen her for a 
while. She said she had just 
come home from yet another 
doctor’s appointment. I told 
her I hoped she was okay and 
that’s when she told me she 
was in stage five kidney failure. 
Then she said, ‘I don’t know 
why I told you that, I don’t 
share that with anyone.’ She 
started walking away. I told 
her to hold on and asked if she 
needed anything. She said, 
‘No.’ Then she told me that 
she would need a transplant 
or would be on dialysis 
by Christmas.

I said, ‘You can have one of 
mine.’ 

She said, ‘You don’t even 
know me.’ 

I said, ‘What’s to know? You 

are a human being who needs 
something and I have what 
you need.’

To read past Staff of SV 
features, visit www.svsd.net/
StaffofSV.

For a more in depth look at this 
heartfelt story, click the links 
below.  

The Beaver County Times: 
‘Altruistic gift: Economy 
woman donates kidney to 
neighbor’ 

The Cranberry Eagle: ‘’Angel’ 
donates kidney SV teacher 
doesn’t hesitate to help 
stranger’ 

A GENEROUS 
CONTRIBUTION    
Evans City Lions Club 
donated over $2,500 to the 
Seneca Valley Food Services 
Department on Feb. 21.

A recent fundraiser allowed the 
club to support local programs 
including Seneca Valley.

Since 1952, the Evans City 
Lions Club has supported the 
community through service 
projects and we thank them for 
choosing to support SV! 

Lions Club members Amy 
Rubinosky (left) and Shelley 
Natali (far right) present their 
donation to Seneca Valley 
Food Services Director Darlene 
Carmack.

https://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV
https://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200207/altruistic-gift-economy-woman-donates-kidney-to-neighbor
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200207/altruistic-gift-economy-woman-donates-kidney-to-neighbor
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200207/altruistic-gift-economy-woman-donates-kidney-to-neighbor
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200207/altruistic-gift-economy-woman-donates-kidney-to-neighbor
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200212/CRAN0101/702119879/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200212/CRAN0101/702119879/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200212/CRAN0101/702119879/-1/CRAN
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20200212/CRAN0101/702119879/-1/CRAN
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Seneca Valley 2014 graduate Anthony Peduzzi recently worked 
on the miniatures unit for the movie “A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” which features Mr. Rogers and stars Tom Hanks. 
We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing now and how 
Seneca Valley influenced his life and career.

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: A lot, frankly! I’ve been working on a number of films and 
television shows in the area through my role in IATSE 489, as well 
as producing and directing commercial and music video work. 
I’ve worked alongside Tom Hanks, Denzel Washington and Jason 
Momoa, as well as the many amazing people who make them look 
good. You can see some of my work in “A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” where I worked in the miniatures unit. We were 
tasked with rebuilding the famous neighborhood as well as Mr. 
Rogers-esque versions of the film’s major locations. Every day brings 
a unique challenge that I hope to overcome. Fortunately, some days 
I do! 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: My sister (a fellow SV alumni) runs a very successful food blog 
called “Fooduzzi.” She and I work together on video content for 
various national food brands, and we remain very close. 

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: Pope Francis sneezed on me during his first Easter service, and 
frankly if that doesn’t surprise you, then I’ve got nothing. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are 
today, both personally and professionally?
A: My time at Seneca Valley was very interesting, as unlike many 
other students, I was but a teenager. During my educational career 
I learned to take advantage of all that was offered to me, which 
helped broaden my horizons and made sure that when I entered a 
new phase in my life, I was prepared.

Was I bad at physics? Oh yeah, definitely. My rubber band car was 
terrible, and I will carry that shame with me for the rest of my days. 
But being a student at Seneca Valley gave me a head start in my 
post-secondary pursuits, allowing me to focus on what I wanted to 
accomplish while knowing that I had the foundation to help get me 
there.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to 
learn and grow?
A: SV offered an environment where students could learn, grow and 
most importantly, fail. Generally, I think a lot of pressure is put on 
students to spend their years in high school knowing exactly what 
they want to do with their life and putting themselves on the path to 
get there -- that’s nuts! We’re young! We can barely drive! We don’t 
really understand what FICA is! I still don’t!

Seneca Valley used the staggering number of different available 
classes to open students up to new possibilities and allow for them 
to find interests they didn’t even know they had. Maybe it’ll change 

your life, or maybe you’ll just know a lot of Spanish. Either way, you 
leave with your robe and silly hat a well-rounded person, and while 
your future may be uncertain, you will be prepared for it.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?  
A: While I am still at the beginning of my career, everything that will 
come from this crazy pursuit that I’ve chosen is as a result of Mr. 
Dan McKosky, the person who taught me the magic of movies and 
bestowed in me the drive to make them. To be frank, he changed my 
life, and I owe everything all to him (and now that I’m a graduate, I 
get to call him “Dan”, which is fun). I would not be where I am today 
were it not for Mr. McKosky, Mrs. Jan Plutnicki and SVTV.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca 
Valley?
A: My favorite memory was when the entire campus came together 
for our first Lip Dub (“On Top of the World”). Seeing teachers, 
students, and faculty members all band together to create 
something showed me how amazing we Raiders can be. Plus, we 
won first place, which is always nice.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: No matter what you teach, you have the opportunity to open a 
student’s mind to something new, and ideas that they had never 
considered before. You are our first introduction into the real world, 
and you do make a difference. I am living proof of your commitment 
to teaching. Also, always remember to curve tests. I always did well, 
but this is more for everyone else. 

 

https://www.fooduzzi.com/
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SMART CORNER

HOW TO KEEP KIDS AND TEENS FROM SMOKING AND VAPING  
 It’s a burning question for parents and public health officials alike: 
How do you keep a new generation from starting to smoke?

We already know some strategies that have worked. Public health 
campaigns aimed at young people and consistent reinforcement 
from parents help keep them from striking up the dangerous habit.

But first, a basic question: Why? Why is it so vital that we continue 
to discourage America’s youth from using tobacco? 

FOUR FACTS TO KNOW.
1. Kids are still smoking. Every day in America, more than 3,200 

teenagers smoke their first cigarette, and an additional 2,100 
youths and young adults become daily cigarette smokers.

2. Smoking is dangerous. According to the surgeon general, 5.6 
million Americans younger than 18 today will die early from 
smoking-related diseases.

3. Most smokers start young. If young people don’t start using 
tobacco by age 26, they almost certainly will never start.

4. It’s not just cigarettes. Kids today are exposed to cigars, 
cigarillos, e-cigarettes (vaping and juuling), hookah (water pipe) 
and smokeless tobacco (snuff, chew and dissolvable tobacco). 
Several of these forms of tobacco are “flavored,” increasing their 
appeal to young people.

WHAT’S WORKING.
Tobacco companies are targeting young people with ads, price 
discounts and enticing new products such as e-cigs designed to 
look like sleek gadgets. Many teens and young adults exposed to 
these efforts are highly impressionable and dealing with social 
pressures to “fit in” with peers. 

Here are some approaches that have worked to counteract 
those forces:

• Raising cigarette prices. Most teens are sensitive to pricing. 
Higher prices can dissuade would-be smokers.

• Restricting access. The American Heart Association advocates 
adopting Tobacco 21 laws nationwide — setting the minimum 
legal sale age at 21 for every state.

• Limiting tobacco marketing. Regulatory initiatives that ban 
youth-focused marketing efforts have helped curb smoking’s 
appeal to young people.

• Conducting media campaigns. Education campaigns (such 
as Truth Initiative) have helped teens understand how 
tobacco companies exploit them. These campaigns are even 
more effective when supported by school-based and family-
based programs.

• Providing quit smoking programs. Affordable and accessible 
smoking cessation programs can help young smokers quit as well 
as parents and caregivers who want to model healthier behavior.

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO.
As a parent, you’re a powerful influence — even if your teenager 
seems to disagree with everything you say. Here are some of the 
most effective ways you can steer your kids away from tobacco:

• Maintain a dialogue. Start early — begin talking with your kids 
about smoking and vaping in kindergarten. Be honest and open 
to seeing things from your child’s point of view. And don’t stop. 
Keep the conversation going as kids get older.

• Think more than cigarettes. Explain that smokeless 
tobacco, hookah and e-cigarettes all have dangers, including 
nicotine addiction.

• Prepare your kids for peer pressure. Discuss what they might 
say if a friend offers a cigarette or e-cigarette.

• Set a good example. If you smoke or vape, the best thing you 
can do is quit. At a minimum, don’t smoke around your children.

• Establish a smoke-free home. Don’t allow family members or 
friends to smoke in your home or car. Make sure the places your 
child spends a lot of time are tobacco-free.

If your child has started smoking or vaping, try to learn why. This 
may help you talk with him or her more effectively. Instead of 
punishment, offer understanding and help to resist the dangerous 
lure of tobacco use and addiction.

Article and photo provided by American Heart Association. 

https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/what-you-need-to-know-about-vaping
https://truthinitiative.org/
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/5-steps-to-quit-smoking
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/5-steps-to-quit-smoking
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/how-to-keep-kids-and-teens-from-smoking-and-vaping
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APPS TO WATCH OUT FOR IN 2020
Stay on top of the popular titles teens are already using.   
 
It seems like every time you turn around, 
there’s a new app -- or type of app -- 
that’s popular with tweens and teens. 
While the old standbys like Snapchat and 
Instagram are still going strong, there’s 
no shortage of social media apps that are 
popular but not necessarily household 
names. And social media apps are just the 
beginning. Of course, it’s nearly impossible 
to keep up with every hot new app, which 
makes knowing the risky features -- like 
interaction with strangers, anonymity, 
privacy concerns, and iffy content -- a solid 
first step. But it’s still important to know the 
specifics of what’s on your kid’s device and 
whether or not you’ll allow it to stay there.

Check out the titles below so you have 
a sense of what your kid -- or your kid’s 
friends -- may be using and what you need 
to know about each app. And since all of 
these are free, be aware that the developers 
make money on them through in-app 
purchases, ads, selling user data, or all of 
the above! 

BIGO LIVE - Live Stream
Kind of like Twitch and YouTube, BIGO LIVE 
lets teens stream live video of themselves 
that other users can see and comment on 
in real time. You can also receive and send 
“Beans” -- BIGO’s term for virtual gifts 
-- that cost real money. You can level up 
and improve your ranking by logging in 
every day and sending gifts. The platform 
is designed for people who supposedly 
want to get famous, but it seems to be filled 
mainly with people competing for gifts.

What parents need to know
BIGO has a lot of mature content, including 
sexy talk and clothing, and users’ comments 
are often predatory and explicit. Also, its 
focus on status and spending money, as 
opposed to creativity and talent, makes it 
feel shallow.

Similar apps: Tagged - Chill, Chat & Go 
Live! and imo video calls and chat.

BitLife
In this simulation game, you’re assigned 
an identity to play through the entire 
game, from infancy to death. As you play 

-- and your character gets older -- you 
can make text-based choices about how 
to make money, spend time, and develop 
relationships with pretend profiles (which 
aren’t connected to real people). Those 
choices determine your levels of happiness, 
health, smarts, and appearance. When you 
die, you can start all over.

What parents need to know
While kids can’t engage in actual risky 
behavior, BitLife exposes them to mature 
ideas. As your character gets older, you 
can choose to “hook up” with the pretend 
profiles, drink, do drugs, gamble, and 
commit crimes. (On the other hand, you 
can make healthy choices such as going to 
the gym and meditating.) It’s also easy for 
players to become overly fixated on the 
idealized world of sim games. Because you 
can start over when your character dies, 
there’s the promise of endless free play, 
which could be a concern if your teen is 
really into the game.

Similar apps: Reigns

HOLLA: Live Random Video Chat
This app is all about connecting with 
strangers. Once you sign up using a phone 
number or your Facebook account, you can 
get matched instantly with a stranger -- and 
both you and they appear on camera. Or 
you can swipe Tinder-style until you like 
someone and they like you (by tapping 
a heart). You can also enable location 
tracking to be paired with someone nearby.

What parents need to know
Video-chatting with strangers can be risky 
for teens. When it’s paired with location, 
it’s a no-go. Also, while HOLLA supposedly 
bans iffy content -- like nudity and violence 
-- user reviews indicate that masturbation, 
fake identities, and negative comments are 
common. The app’s age-matching is a red 
flag, too. It was easy for our tester to pose 
as a 13-year-old and get paired with 16- and 
17-year-olds.

Similar apps: Yubo, MeetMe - Chat and 
Meet New People, Spotafriend - Teen 
Meeting App To Make New Friends, 
ChatLive, Random Video Chat

IMVU: 3D Avatar Creator & Chat
Using the website or the app, users interact 
through elaborate 3D avatars. You can dress 
them up, place them in public or private 
rooms, and follow other users and chat 
with them. You can also buy a wide variety 
of objects using virtual coins -- earned 
primarily through taking surveys or watching 
ads or through buying outright with real 
money. There’s no game or goal other than 
acquiring outfits, rooms, furniture, and other 
items or chatting with other users.

What parents need to know
Virtual sex and user privacy are the main 
issues for teens in IMVU. The avatars sport 
highly stereotypical body types with big 
muscles or breasts, and many of the outfits 
are skimpy. It also appears that users 
generate a following on other platforms by 
sharing their IMVU usernames, which invites 
more contact with people they don’t know. 
Finally, the search term “IMVU sex” results 
in lots of advice about how to have (virtual 
avatar) sex and where to find it in IMVU.

Similar apps: Avakin Life

Like - Magic Music Video Editor
Similar to the video lip-synching service 
Tik Tok, Like lets you create short videos 
that often involve lip-synching. You can 
also follow other users, climb a leaderboard 
(based on how many likes you’ve gotten), 
send direct messages, and send virtual 
gems -- that cost real money -- to other 
users.

What parents need to know
Also like Tik Tok, Like features mature 
music and dancing and allows strangers to 
interact. The leaderboard motif encourages 
kids to post frequently and gather likes 
-- basically to keep kids on the app longer 
and increase their circle of friends (which 
only benefits the company). So while it can 
be creative and fun, it’s best used with strict 
privacy settings by teens who are savvy 
about keeping themselves safe online.

Similar apps: Funimate, Triller, and Lomotif. 
VSCO is another popular photography-
related app, but it’s not about performance 
or music and tends to be tamer.

By Christine Elgersma

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/instagram
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/9-social-media-red-flags-parents-should-know-about
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/how-do-i-protect-my-kids-privacy-online
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/how-do-i-protect-my-kids-privacy-online
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/bigo-live-live-stream
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/twitch
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/youtube
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tagged-chill-chat-go-live
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tagged-chill-chat-go-live
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/imo-video-calls-and-chat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/bitlife-life-simulator
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wnjkm4/im-almost-30-and-im-still-addicted-to-the-sims
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/reigns
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/holla-live-random-video-chat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/yubo
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/meetme-chat-and-meet-new-people
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/meetme-chat-and-meet-new-people
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/spotafriend-teen-meeting-app-to-make-new-friends
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/spotafriend-teen-meeting-app-to-make-new-friends
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/chatlive-random-video-chat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/imvu-3d-avatar-creator-chat
https://help.imvu.com/s/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sex-gender-and-body-image/age/teens
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/avakin-life
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/like-magic-music-video-editor
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tiktok
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/funimate-be-music-video-star
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/triller-social-video-platform
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/lomotif-music-video-editor
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/vsco
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/christine-elgersma/bio
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Yolo: Q&A
Yolo got popular fast because it only works with Snapchat, which 
makes it an easy add-on. It lets users ask anonymous questions and 
get “feedback.” Teens can then choose whether or not to make the 
responses public.

What parents need to know
Tweens and teens love anonymous feedback apps because they’re 
concerned about what others think about them and want the 
freedom to be “honest” online. Because teens love them, these 
apps keep turning up like a bad penny. Like Sarahah as well as 
Lipsi, which is often used in conjunction with Instagram, lots of 
posts are positive, but anonymous feedback services are generally 
a recipe for bullying, trolling, and hurt feelings.

Similar apps: Lipsi, Sarahah, Tellonym, Profoundly: Anonymous 
Chats, LMK: Anonymous Polls

Socratic by Google
This app lets you take a picture of a homework problem or question 
and get an answer and explanation in return, similar to Photomath 
- Camera Calculator. Because it’s more focused and filtered than an 
open internet search, the results are more targeted and helpful (in 
other words, it gives you the answers).

What parents need to know
The biggest concern is cheating: If your kid decides to use this 

app as an easy way out of homework, they’ll lose a lot of learning. 
Secondly, since the answers come from the internet, they aren’t 
always right. Used with good judgment (and monitoring by a 
parent), a teen could legitimately use Socratic to dig into tough 
concepts, but it’s pretty easy to use for cheating. 

Similar apps: Photomath - Camera Calculator, Mathway, Got It 
Study - Homework Help

Episode - Choose Your Story
This app features dynamic stories that let users make choices about 
the direction the story takes. Most center on subjects teens care 
about, primarily romantic relationships. Users can also create their 
own stories and participate in user discussion forums.

What parents need to know
On the surface, this app has a lot to offer: It gets kids reading 
and allows them to create stories. Unfortunately, most of the 
stories have sexual content or innuendo, a focus on appearance, 
substance use, and swearing. There’s also quite a consumer push 
that encourages kids to spend real money to get the rest of a story 
faster. So while this app has a lot of positive potential and can 
provide a creative outlet for kids, it also has a lot of iffy messages 
that aren’t appropriate for younger teens.

Article and photo provided by Common Sense Media. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/yolo-qa
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/sarahah
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/lipsi
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/lipsi
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/sarahah
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tellonym
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/profoundly-anonymous-chats
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/profoundly-anonymous-chats
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/lmk-anonymous-polls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/socratic-by-google
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/socratic-by-google
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/socratic-by-google
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/photomath-0
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/mathway
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/got-it-study-homework-help
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/got-it-study-homework-help
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/episode-choose-your-story
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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• The 2019-20 second nine weeks Honor Rolls for grades 7-12 can now be viewed 
here.  

• Check out the FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics video created by SVTV! 

• The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for temporary employees to assist with the 
2020 Census. Learn more here.

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel!   

• Join our team! SV is hiring administrative, secretarial and 
paraprofessional employees.

• Registration is now open for the 2020 Summer Camp at MySTEM Academy 

• Being sick is no fun, and we thought it was important to take a few minutes to 
share some facts, prevention information and reminders.

• Healing Our Humanity.” That’s what the Seneca Valley Global Leadership Club 
themed the first-of-its-kind SV Humanities Fair. Set for March 23-25, organizers 
are looking for student submissions, grades 9-12, that feature an art or 
humanity project, including drawings, paintings, music and performance art. 
Learn more and apply today!

HEALTH UPDATES  
The Seneca Valley School District considers 
the health and well-being of our students 
and staff to be of the utmost importance. It 
is with that in mind, that we want to provide 
you with an update of our planning efforts.

No doubt you are aware of the 
Coronavirus and its global impact. 
Currently, there are NO health concerns 
either at the District level or for the 
Commonwealth regarding the virus. 
However, we have proactively initiated 
a District Planning Team in order to 
develop procedures should a response 
be necessary in the future. The team, 
which includes school nurses and district 
administration, is working with local 
and state health officials to monitor the 
situation and will follow any guidelines 
as recommended by either the PA 
Department of Health (PADOH) or the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

If you would like to learn more or check 
for updates regarding the Coronavirus, 
you can visit the PADOH https://www.
health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/
Coronavirus.aspx

Additionally, we are working with our 
custodians and cleaning companies to 
ensure that we are very diligent in our 
cleaning practices, especially this time of 
year during the cold and flu season. As a 
best practice for overall health in cold and 
influenza season, the CDC recommends that 
individuals receive the influenza vaccination 
and engage in everyday, preventative 
measures to prevent the spread of germs 
and avoid illness, such as: 

• Wash hands frequently with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 
water are not available, use alcohol-based 
hand sanitizers. 

• Avoid touching eyes, mouth and nose 
with unwashed hands.

LINK IT

• Avoid close contact with individuals who 
are sick. 

• Stay home when you are sick. The CDC 
recommends that individuals remain 
home for at least 24 hours after you no 
longer have a fever or signs of a fever (i.e., 
chills, feeling warm, flushed appearance). 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 
then immediately discard the tissue in the 
trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
objects and surfaces. 

• Take any anti-viral medication prescribed 
to you as instructed. 

Thank you for helping to keep our schools 
healthy. 

https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=29075&PageID=1
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=29075&PageID=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_k53iJ33rg&feature=youtu.be
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://www.mystemacademy.com/2020-summer-camps/
https://www.svsd.net/Page/25960
https://www.svsd.net/Page/25960
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uks7k8duc3
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uks7k8duc3
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uks7k8duc3
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uks7k8duc3
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uks7k8duc3
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx


Seneca Valley | February 2020Page 22

TO REGISTER: Go to laroche.edu/openhouse
Or stop in the Zappala Campus Center anytime from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

844-838-4578  |  412-536-1272
admissions@laroche.edu  |  laroche.edu

ADMISSIONS 

Open
House

• Explore more than 50 career-focused majors with our faculty

•Tour campus and see the multimillion-dollar renovation of our Science Center

• Learn about study abroad opportunities included in your tuition

• Enjoy light morning refreshments and a complimentary lunch 

Saturday, April 18  •  9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.




