No. 217

SECTION:  PUPILS

TITLE: GRADUATION

SENECA VALLEY REQUIREMENTS
SCHOOL DISTRICT ADOPTED: APRIL 10, 2000

REVISED: NOVEMBER 8, 2004

1. Purpose

2. Authority
SC 1611, 1613
Sec. 4.13,4.24
Pol. 100, 102

It shall be the policy of the Schoolrdda acknowledge each student's
successful completion of the instructional progi@propriate to the student's
interests and needs by the award of a diplomartificate at fitting graduation
ceremonies.

Graduation from Seneca Valley High School will lzeséd upon the following
requirements as mandated by the Pennsylvania De@atrof Education and
the Seneca Valley School Board.

Minimum Credit Requirement for Seneca Valley Giadhn — 9-12

217. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

English 4.0
Speech 0.5
Social Studies 4.0
Mathematics 3.0
Science 3.0
Physical Education 2.0
Health 0.5
Technical Multimedia Presentation 0.5
Arts/Humanities * 2.0
Electives ** 4.5

* Arts and humanities include courses in the fwiltg
departments: foreign languages, art, music, faamly
consumer sciences, industrial technology, Englstia social
studies.

** Electives are available from all department$ imay not
duplicate those credits used to fulfill the twoditg in arts or
humanities.
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3. Guidelines

Senior Project Requirement

Students must also successfully complete all f@ucomponents of the senio
project in addition to the four (4) credits of Eistl. The four (4) components
this student-chosen area of study include a resgmper, a related project, a
portfolio and an oral presentation.

f

O

Level of Proficiency on the Pennsylvania Systerdciiool Assessment

(PSSA)

Students must attain a score of Advanced or Reofién the areas of Reading,
Mathematics, and Writing on the Pennsylvania Sysie®chool Assessment
(PSSA) during their eleventh grade year. Studehts attain a score of Basic
or Below Basic in the areas of Reading, Mathematic§Vriting on the PSSA
in grade eleven (11) will take the PSSA reteshafall of their senior year.
Students who do not score Proficient or above erPBSA must prove their
proficiency on an alternative assessment admieidtey the Seneca Valley
School District.

Children with Disabilities

The Administration shall develop graduation reguients for each child with
disabilities, who cannot otherwise reasonably nieegraduation requirements
as set forth under this Policy and state law. &hedified requirements for g
child with disabilities shall account for such sl individualized education

program (IEP) or Section 504 service agreemerdesasloped by the District.

Guidelines for Completing Graduation Requirem&tady

The Seneca Valley Senior High School Administratounselors and the
instructional staff believe that every child enedllin Seneca Valley High
School should remain in school the entire foury@grs to take advantage of all
opportunities afforded them regarding course aifgsi Every effort should be
made to obtain adequate preparation for a fiekehgbloyment, post-secondary
education, armed services, etc. Beyond this,quirsresponsibility to reassess
our curriculum from time to time and develop a peog that will hold the
interest of all students.

In the event that a student possesses such @ stesire to complete the

graduation requirements before the end of fouyé&rs, there are several
situations that will justify the development of @gram for a student to permif
an early graduation. These situations can be ifilehis:

1. Age. A student is eighteen (18) years old, andhkisélass has graduated.
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2. Enrolled as a full-time student in a four-year egkt. Must have a B
average in his/her classes at Seneca Valley.

3. Maternity cases.
4. Step-outs who have returned and passed the age of 1

5. Other unusual circumstances.
When a student makes application for early gradonathe student and parenty
guardian must meet with the counselors to detertm@eadvisability of an
early graduation program. The final decision mesapproved by the principdl.
Each referral will be evaluated after the bestradts of the student are
determined. All inquiries should be made by Sep&mnibof the school year the
diploma is to be earned.

Granting of Diploma: If a student completed his/pegram at the end of the
first semester, she/he will receive his/her diplomii the class the following
June. If a student who has not fully completed gagidn requirements choosgs
to start his/her college program at the end ohbisjunior year, she/he will
receive diploma when normal requirements for ondull year in college have
been satisfactorily completed.

Issuance of Diploma

Persons making up deficient work in a certifietbtial or institutional program
can be issued a diploma at the satisfactory coiplef the make-up work an
upon certification by the teacher or administraesponsible, that the student
has fulfilled all requirements of course completion

j -

Diplomas will not be issued unless basic requirgisiare met.

Graduation Ceremony

Participation in the graduation ceremony is enagead of all qualifying
seniors.

Those students who participate in or attend thewation ceremony must

adhere to school policy at all times during theeogsny and afterwards while
on the premises. Students who appear for the cengonader the influence of
or in possession of drugs or alcohol will be denfeglprivilege of participation
and will be reported to the appropriate law enforeet agency.

To receive a diploma at the graduation ceremaugents must have
completed all twenty-four (24) required graduatioedits and satisfactorily
completed all components of the senior projectpdnicipate in
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commencement/graduation ceremonies, students raustdompleted twenty-
three (23) of twenty-four (24) required credits aadisfactorily completed all
four (4) components of the senior project. Diplomésbe issued after basic
requirements are met.

Student attire for the occasion is as follows:

1. The cap is to be worn "flat”", pulled well down dretforehead and without
decoration. Tassels are worn on the LEFT side.

2. Ladies: Cap and gown, blouse and skirt/slacks esgjrflat shoes, not high
heels. NO PURSES.

3. Men: Cap and gown, collared shirt, neck tie an@ll&rigth slacks, shoes.

4. Students will be required to return home for pragess in the event they
report for the ceremony in unacceptable attire.

5. Students who have earned a cumulative grade peenage of 3.60 -- 3.99
at the end of the third nine weeks will be giveaebhonor stoles to wear
with their cap and gown. Students with a gradetpaverage of 4.0 and
above at the end of the third nine weeks will beegia white stole to wear|
with their cap and gown.

Students who choose not to participate in theugrdn ceremony may make
arrangements to obtain their diploma by contadtiegprincipal's office the
week following graduation.

Students whose diplomas are withheld becausembiper conduct may maks
arrangements to obtain their diplomas by meetirth Whieir parents/guardians
in the principal's office after June 30.

Senior Prom

Seniors who demonstrate behavior contrary to dghaly at the senior prom
or after-prom automatically forfeit their privilege participate in the
graduation ceremony.

Underclassmen, who demonstrate behavior contoasgtiool policy at the
senior prom or after-prom, subject themselves ¢cabpropriate penalties
provided for in the school policy.
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Pol. 227

School Code
1611

Any student or student's guest who wsléhe Drug and Alcohol Policy or
displays disorderly conduct at the senior promftargrom will be
immediately referred to the appropriate law enforeat agency.

Seniors whose behavior at the prom prevents them participating in the
graduation ceremony may make arrangements to otbtindiploma by

meeting with their parents/guardians in the priatgoffice the week following
graduation.

Diplomas for WWII Veterans

In order to recognize and honor veterans whaigh school prior to
graduation to serve in World War I, the Board shehnt a diploma to a
veteran who completes the required applicationraedts the following
requirements:

1. Was honorably discharged from the Armed Forces@linited States of
America.

2. Served in the United States military between Seper6, 1940, and
December 31, 1946.

3. Attended high school between 1937 and 1946 anddnoave been a
member of a graduation class during 1941 throudi® 1t did not
graduate due to entry into military service.

4. Is a current resident of this district or attentiégh school in this district or|
a predecessor of this district.

Upon proper application, the Board may award #odip posthumously to a
veteran who meets the stated requirements.

The Superintendent shall submit to the Boardt®approval the names of
veterans eligible for a high school diploma.




