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 202.  ELIGIBILITY OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS 

 
1. Purpose 
 SC 501, 502 
 

The Board shall operate district schools for the benefit of students resident in 
this district who are eligible for attendance. 
 

2. Authority 
 SC 1301, 1316 
 

The Board may permit the admission of nonresident students in accordance with 
terms of this policy. 
 

3. Guidelines Children Residing With Adult Other Than Natural Parent(s) 
 

 When a resident of the Seneca Valley School District keeps in his/her home a 
child of school age, not his/her own, supporting the child gratis as if the child 
were his/her own, such child shall be entitled to all free school privileges 
accorded to resident school children of the district and shall be subject to all the 
requirements placed upon resident school children of the district, provided that 
the conditions set forth in this policy are fulfilled. 
 

 SC 1302 
 

Before a nonresident student is accepted as a student in the district, the Board 
shall require the resident to provide: 
 

 1. Appropriate legal documentation showing dependency or guardianship. 
 

 2. A Section 1302 affidavit which indicates the following: 
 

 a. The resident is supporting the child gratis and receives no personal 
compensation or gain for keeping the child (FDIC, AFDC, and other 
types of support are not considered as compensation). 

 
 The resident assumes responsibility for the child in educational matters and 

assumes all personal obligations for the child relative to school requirements 
including the provision of required immunizations, uniforms, fees/fines, 
citations/fines for truancy, attending parent-teacher conferences, attending 
disciplinary meetings and hearings and fulfilling any special education 
requirements. 
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 The resident intends to keep and support the child continuously, not merely 

through the school term. 
 

 The affiant is a resident of the district. 
 

 These documents are in addition to any other documents required to be 
submitted upon initial enrollment of a student, including the sworn statement 
required by the Safe Schools Act to be submitted by transferring students. 
 

 The Section 1302 affidavit must be completed and notarized. It must be 
submitted to the Superintendent’s office with copies hand delivered to the 
principal of the school in which the specified child is enrolling prior to the child 
actually attending classes. The notarized affidavit will expire on the last day of 
the school year or when the child’s school district residence is interrupted. A 
new affidavit will be required for each time either takes place. 
 

 Proof Of Residency 
 

 The resident who submits the notarized affidavit will be required to produce two 
(2) documents as proof of residence at the time of enrollment of the nonresident 
student. Acceptable documentation will include the following: 
 

 1. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation driver’s license. 
 

 2. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation vehicle registration. 
 

 3. Utility bills. 
 

 4. Tax returns or statements. 
 

 5. Voter registration. 
 

 6. Copy of paycheck stub with name and address of employee and employer. 
 

 7. Documentation of receipt of checks from wages, public assistance, or social 
security. 

 
 Leases and rent receipts are not acceptable proof of residence.  
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 Proof Of Continuous Support Of Student 

 
 The resident who submits the notarized affidavit also will be required to produce 

documentation of proof of their continuous financial support of the nonresident 
student. The Seneca Valley School District may require more than one document 
to be furnished. Acceptable documentation will include the following: 
 

 1. Copy of completed IRS form transferring tax exemption of child to resident. 
 

 2. Copy of federal or state tax form which lists child as a dependent of resident. 
 

 3. Copy of completed county form transferring child support payments to 
resident. 

 
 4. Copy of completed state form notifying the Department of Welfare of child’s 

new residence. 
 

 5. Copy of lease/rental agreement identifying the child as a tenant. 
 

 Residents should be advised that the Internal Revenue Service has the right to 
issue subpoenas for information from the district regarding the dependency 
status of a child. 
 

 In any and all questions of validity of application or accuracy of sworn and 
notarized affidavits, the school district’s home and school visitor shall be 
assigned to validate such documents. In any case of falsification, the 
Superintendent shall report the same to the Board. In the event that it is 
determined that the resident has misrepresented or falsified information for the 
purpose of gaining enrollment of the nonresident student, the Seneca Valley 
School District may terminate enrollment of the student and charge tuition for 
the period of unlawful enrollment. 
 

 Nonresident Children Placed In The District 
 

 SC 1305 
 

Any child placed in the home of a district resident by a court or an agency of 
government shall be admitted to the schools and shall receive the same benefits 
and be subject to the same duties as resident children. 
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 Inmates Of Institutions 

 
 SC 1306, 1307, 
  1308, 1309, 
  1310 
 Title 22 
 Sec. 11.18 

A child who is an inmate of an institution for the care or training of children 
located within this district is not a legal resident of the district by such 
placement, but s/he shall be admitted to district schools and a charge shall be 
made for tuition in accordance with statute. 
 

 Juveniles Incarcerated In Adult Facilities 
 

 SC 1306-2, 1318 
 

A juvenile who is eligible for educational services and is confined to an adult 
local correctional institution following conviction for a criminal offense shall 
receive educational services from the school district in the same manner and 
extent as an expelled student. 
 

 SC 1306-2, 1901 
 

A juvenile who is eligible for educational services and is confined to an adult 
local correctional institution following a conviction for a criminal offense shall 
receive educational services from the school district in the same manner and 
extent as a student placed in an alternative education program for disruptive 
students. 
 

 Future Residents 
 

 SC 1316 
 

New student enrollees in September who anticipate becoming residents on or 
before November 1 of the school term of enrollment shall be admitted without 
payment of tuition. If the student fails to become a resident by November 1, full 
tuition shall be charged retroactive to the opening of school. The Board may, 
under special circumstances and with recommendation of the Superintendent, 
extend the November 1 deadline. 
 

 Former Residents 
 

 Senior students who move from the district during the second half of their senior 
year may be permitted to complete the year without payment of tuition. 
 

 Any student whose family moves from the district on or after May 1 of any 
school term may be permitted to complete the term without payment of tuition 
upon request by the parent/guardian. 
 

 Transportation for nonresident students will not be furnished by the district. This 
transportation will be a parental responsibility. 
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 Tuition For Resident Students 

 
 1. Any student of competent attendance age residing in the Seneca Valley 

School District shall be required to attend the district public schools. Parents/ 
Guardians wishing to send their children to parochial school do so at their 
own expense.  

 
 2. If, because of extreme circumstances, any resident must attend school in 

another district, that person must have prior approval from the Board before 
any tuition can be paid for such attendance. 

 
4. Delegation of 
 Responsibility 
 

The Superintendent shall develop procedures for the enrollment of nonresident 
children which: 
 

 1. Admit such students only on proper application of the parent/guardian. 
 

 Pol. 103 
 

2. Do not exclude any eligible student on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, ancestry, or handicap/disability. 

 
 3. Verify claims of residency. 

 
 4. Make continued enrollment of any nonresident student contingent upon 

maintaining established standards of citizenship and discipline. 
 

 Nonresident Children/Tuition-Based Enrollment 
 

 SC 1316, 2561 
 Pol. 607 

Nonresident school-aged children, by their parent(s) or legal guardian may 
petition the Board to enroll in a school of the Seneca Valley School District in 
consideration for the payment of tuition. The Board reserves the right to approve 
or deny the enrollment of nonresident students on a case-by-case basis upon 
consideration of all relevant circumstances, including, but not limited to: 
 

 1. The availability of classroom space, curricular materials or other resources. 
 

 2. The likelihood of future enrollments of new residents during the school year. 
 

 3. The nonresident student's prior academic, attendance and disciplinary 
records. 

 
 Petitions for enrollment of nonresident pupils shall be limited to the current or 

upcoming school year and enrollment in any subsequent school year is subject to 
re-application, review and approval. 
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 Tuition shall be paid for nonresident students attending district schools at such 

rates and amounts as shall be determined annually by the Department of 
Education under its approved tuition calculation, except that parents/guardians 
will be responsible for any cost incurred for a specialized program (i.e., vo-tech) 
that is above the determined rate of Seneca Valley School District tuition. 
 

 Tuition shall be billed and payable quarterly in advance of each grading period 
based upon estimates calculated by the school district pending the annual rate 
determination of the Department of Education. A fifth billing will be issued at 
the conclusion of the school year for adjustment based upon the rate 
determination of the Department of Education. If payment of the quarterly 
billing is not received by the school district by the last business day preceding 
the grading period, the student's eligibility to attend will be terminated without 
further notice and such student shall not be eligible for enrollment for the 
remainder of that school year. 
 

 When a student is to be enrolled for more than two (2) weeks during a grading 
period, a full quarter's tuition shall be due. No tuition payment shall be refunded 
for any nonresident student that is withdrawn on or after the first day of the 
grading period for which such tuition was paid. 
 

 Transportation of nonresident students to and from the schools within the school 
district shall be the sole responsibility of the nonresident student, his/her parent/ 
guardian, or other similar person. No reimbursement of any of the cost thereof 
will be made by the school district. 
 

 The rules and regulations of the school district applicable to the resident students 
shall likewise govern and apply to the activities and behavior of nonresident 
students. 
 

  
School Code 
501, 1301, 1302, 
1305, 1306-9, 1309, 
1310, 1316, 1608, 
2561 1609, 2503, 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 


