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Author’s Craft 
Moves 

Why an author might use this move 

Alliteration 

 Focuses readers' attention on a particular section of text.  

 Creates rhythm and mood and can have particular connotations. For 
example, repetition of the "s" sound often suggests a snake-like quality, 
implying slyness and danger. 

Allusions 
 Writers make allusions because of the many emotions or ideas that readers 

may associate with the works to which the writer alludes. 

Surprise 
 Surprise can cause the audience to go back and think about the things 

leading up to the surprising event 

Cliff-hangers  Used in some books to create tension 

Comparisons 
(metaphors/similes) 

 To help the reader understand a character, object or point of view by 
comparing those subjects to something the audience already understands 

Description  To provide readers with specific data or to create a  mood or atmosphere  

Dialogue 

 It gives voice to the characters 

 To show how characters can also evolve through dialogue 

 Moves the story forward in a more straight way than a narrator’s 
explanation. 

Flashback 

 To incorporate information that a reader needs to know 

 To have the reader understand how a character might feel about a past 
event (aromas, sights, sounds, tastes, textures, music, places, people, or a 
specific event) 

 To allow the character and the reader to step back into a defining moment in 
the character’s past; one that directly affects the situation in the present. 

Flash forward 

 The only time an author can flash forward is if the genre and type of story 
allows it – i.e. sci-fi or fantasy stories, or stories of time travel, where the 
realms of physics - space, time and dimensions Example:  (Charles 
Dickens’-- A Christmas Carol) 

Fore-shadowing 
 To heighten the suspense 

 To add dramatic tension to a story by building anticipation about what might 
happen next. 

Humor 

 To address uncomfortable or confrontational subjects. 

 Releases tension for characters and the audience or reader 

 Makes the characters real and multi-dimensional 

Point of view 

 Is the way the author allows you to "see" and "hear" what's going on.  

 Skillful authors can fix their readers' attention on exactly the detail, opinion, 
or emotion the author wants to emphasize by manipulating the point of view 
of the story. 

Personification 
 To establish mood and to build imagery in a piece of writing.  

 It connects a reader with the object that is being described. 
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Sarcasm  Writers use sarcasm to criticize everything 

Quotes or famous 
sayings at the start 
of chapters 

 A short quotation or saying at the beginning of a book or chapter is intended 
to suggest its theme 

Repetition 
 Repetition is used to give emphasis to particular word, phrase or idea. 

Whatever is being repeated is what the author wants the reader to 
remember. Repetition is also used to give the story a beat and a rhythm. 

Setting 
 Is used to share the general background against which a story takes 

place—the physical location and time period, both of which influence your 
characters and plot. 

Senses used in the 
details:   sound, 
smell, taste, touch, 
see 

 Sight: show the reader what’s beyond the obvious 

 Sound:  to hear what characters are experiencing. 

 Taste:  show a reader what’s beyond the obvious 

 Touch:  the reader wants to feel through your characters. 

 Smell: the most nostalgic of the senses, It’s also a fabulous way to suck a 
reader into a scene 

Sentence variety 
(short and/or long 
sentences) 

 Longer sentences are used to express complex ideas, describe multi-step 
events, or for setting the scene for the reader, 

 Short sentences pack a wallop (make a strong point) when used correctly.  

Suspense  To get the reader more emotionally involved in the book 

Writing in diary or 
journal style 

 Used to put the reader squarely in the shoes of the character 


