
9th Grade Honors English Pre-requisite Reading 

As part of the Seneca Valley School District’s continuing efforts to strengthen and reinforce curricular 
objectives, pre-requisite reading and writing assignments are required for students entering Honors 
English 9.  This program has been implemented at the Grade 7 level and will continue through high 
school as a criterion for Advanced/Honors English placement.  Although this is a requirement for 
Honors English, we hope that you enjoy your summer reading. 

Grade 9 Required Novel 

To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee 

“Harper Lee's coming-of-age tale, To Kill a Mockingbird, is set in the Deep South, and is a searing 
portrayal of race and prejudice told through the eyes of a little girl. Filled with atmospheric evocations 
of life in the 1930s and a moral and caring sensibility, To Kill a Mockingbird is both a brilliant rendering 
of a specific time and place as well as a universal tale of how understanding can triumph over old and 
evil mindsets.  Most of all, To Kill a Mockingbird is a modern-day morality tale of how prejudice must 
be met, fought and overcome--no matter where it is present or how difficult that task might seem.”   

– Classic Literature (About.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment 

Directions:  Read the classic To Kill a Mockingbird.  You will be required to complete a reading log 

that documents your efforts to be engaged in the reading of the novel.  This reading log will be 
submitted to your assigned teacher on the first day of the 2015-2016 school years.  Please see the 
directions below for the reading log.  Additionally, you will be discussing the book and completing a 
project and/or assignment on the book in the first weeks of school.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=to+kill+a+mockingbird&um=1&safe=active&sa=N&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=904&tbm=isch&tbnid=B1Q2EYiN0tVqHM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:To_Kill_a_Mockingbird.JPG&docid=NhmlxzOzMQOQbM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/79/To_Kill_a_Mockingbird.JPG&w=271&h=400&ei=o3yCUZfOIuHD4APp8IGYDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:30,s:0,i:183&iact=rc&dur=347&page=2&tbnh=190&tbnw=129&start=24&ndsp=27&tx=47&ty=84
http://classiclit.about.com/od/leeharper/p/aa_harperlee.htm


As you read the novel, create a typed reading log of 1 entry for each chapter:  one quote that supports 
character development or one quote that is most significant to plot development.  Alternate the type 
of quote per chapter. 
 

 As shown in the example table on the next page, copy a meaningful excerpt from each chapter 
– such as a piece of dialogue, a description, or thoughts from a character on the left side.  In 
addition, number each entry and identify the chapter number and the page number. 

 On the right side, write a thoughtful response to the quotation that (1) makes an overall 
statement regarding the plot or character development and (2) answers or discusses a 
connection question from the list below.  Vary your choices. 

 Each response should consist of 2-4 sentences. 
 

Ideas for Student Connections: 
 
Text-to-self: 
What does this remind me of in my life? 
How is this different from my life? 
Has something like this ever happened to me? 
How does this relate to my life? 
What were my feelings/predictions when I read this? 
 
Text-to-text: 
What does this remind me of in another book I’ve read? 
How is this text similar/different to other things I’ve read? 
 
Text-to-world: 
What does this remind me of in the real world? 
How is this text similar/different to/from things that happen in the real world? 
 
Elements of fiction: 
What are a character’s strengths/weaknesses?  What words and phrases are used to show you? 
How does the main character change throughout the story? 
How does the author show each character’s feelings? 
How does the author help you learn about the setting (time, place, season)? 
How do the characters react to the setting? 
How does the dialogue help you understand the interaction between characters? 
What words or phrases grab your attention?  How do the author’s words help develop sensory images? 
What is the author’s message to the reader? 
What comparisons (simile, metaphor, personification) do you notice in the text?  How do they help you 
understand the text? 
Describe and explain why you would/would not like to have lived in the time or place of the story. 
Is the narrator the best person to tell this story?  How would it be different if told through another 
character’s eyes? 
Why do you think the author wrote this story? 
If you were the author, would you have ended the story in a different way?  Why?  How so? 



Remember: Do not just “translate” the quote.  Discuss its connection to character or plot  

  development and provide a personal connection statement. 
 

Chapter 1 
Passage 

Discussion 

1.  “I maintain that the Ewells started it all, 
but Jem, who was four years my senior, 
said it started long before that.  He said it 
began the summer Dill came to us, when 
Dill first gave us the idea of making Radley 
come out.”  - page 3 

Plot development – What began?  I feel as if this is 
an important set of lines that I should remember.  
I think its importance will be clear later.  The 
words “making Boo Radley come out” are 
interesting to me as I want to know what that 
specifically means. 

Chapter 2 
Passage 

2.  “Let’s not let our imaginations run away 
with us, dear,” she said.  “Now you tell 
your father not to teach you anymore.  It’s 
best to begin reading with a fresh mind.  
You tell him I’ll take over from here and try 
to undo the damage---“  - page 17 

 

Discussion 
 
Character development – I see Scout’s character 
developing here as she’s a young girl being told by 
her teacher that what her father has taught her is 
wrong.  I hope she sees that the teacher is wrong 
here, not her father.  I love how intelligent and 
spirited she is at such a young age.  School isn’t 
the only place to learn valuable information in life. 

 
The reading log will be worth 50 points.  You are expected to do your own original work with these 
logs.  Do NOT work together on this.   The reading log will be submitted to your Honors English 9 
teacher on the first day of the 2015-2016 school years.  You will also be creating a turnitin.com 
account (plagiarism database) the first week of school; the reading log will be submitted to 
turnitin.com as well.   
 

Steps to make a table: 
1. Go to the Insert tab.   

2. Click on Table.    

 

 

3. Click on Insert Table (don’t just highlight the squares 

to create a table). 

4. Set up the Table size as indicated to the right (2 columns and start 

with 20 rows). 

5. Click ok. 

 

To insert extra rows in your table for your journal: 
1. Right click within the table.  

2. Hover on insert 

3. Click on insert row below.  

4. Continue doing this as you need additional rows for the reading log.  

 


