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Getting to Know Your Child’s School 

In recent television advertisements, famous actors ask questions about 
their personal lives. “What’s my nickname?” “What was the last movie I 
starred in?” Finally, they ask a question about your child’s school. The 
point being, do you know as much about your child as you do about this 
stranger you see on television? While I’m not sure it’s necessary to 
learn something like the principal’s nickname, learning about your 
child’s school can help both you and your child.

Gathering information about a school can benefit you whether your 
child is just beginning school, transferring, or moving from elementary 
to middle school. James Rivet, an educational consultant who has 
worked in the field for twenty years offers the following tips for parents. 
 
Don’t be Afraid to Ask 
 
Interview administrators, teachers, and—if they are willing—other 
parents. Don’t be afraid to ask all of your “What if…” questions. 
Spending time with other parents whom you trust to be forthright in 
their answers is invaluable. You can also ask to see the school’s 
discipline policy and ask them how they would handle circumstances 
that you have faced with your child at other schools. Keep in mind that 
the time to propose such interviews should not be the few days before 
school begins. At that time, everyone on staff is busy preparing for the 
new school year. Be sensitive to their needs as well as yours. 
 
Attend Back-to-School Night and Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 
These events offer a scheduled time for parents, teachers, and 
administrators to share information. Back-to-School Nights are often 
informal situations where you can see your child’s classroom, meet 
teachers, and get a chance to find out what your child will study in the 
coming year. As your child enters middle and high school, this might be 
the only scheduled event of this type during the school year. Back-to-
School Night is probably not the best time to address specific needs of 
your child because teachers are trying to meet all the parents. 
However, you can get a feel for the school and the teacher.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences are usually more formal events. While 
there tends to be a negative association with conferences, they are 
really an ideal time to discuss the specific needs of your child. You do 
not have to wait for the teacher to schedule a conference if you have 
questions, comments, or concerns. Make it your goal to work toward a 
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positive resolution of any problems. Teachers often welcome feedback 
and help from parents. Like the rest of us, they prefer to be treated 
respectfully and not be attacked for mistakes or miscommunications. 
You should expect the same treatment from the teacher. In many 
schools, both teachers and students hear more about failures than 
success. You can also use a conference to talk about accomplishments 
as opposed to focusing only on needed improvements. This can boost 
the morale of the teacher, and, of course, your child. 
 
Do Your Homework 
 
Be sure to look at the state web site for information on the school as 
well as contacting the city and local school district offices. EVERY 
SCHOOL has published public information available from both the state, 
county and local web sites. You can find out about a variety of things 
using the webpage, from school lunches to last year’s standardized test 
scores. 
 
Get Involved 
 
Find out if the school has committees on which parents can serve. You 
can find a variety of ways to contribute: fundraising, decorating, 
organizing events, and even making important decisions about how the 
school operates. This gives you an opportunity to meet other parents, 
teachers, and administrators. Elementary and middle schools often 
need parents to help with field trips and school parties. Some 
committees are behind the scenes, which might be ideal as your child 
enters high school and has “concerns” with Mom or Dad showing up at 
social functions.  
 
It’s your child’s education; get involved. 
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